On April 29, 2015, Governor Steve Bullock signed into law Senate Bill 405, an Act expanding Medicaid in Montana through the Montana HELP Program. The proposed 1115 Demonstration and 1915(b) Selective Contracting Waivers support implementation of the HELP Act by enabling Montana to implement two central features of its HELP Program: (1) use of a TPA/ASO arrangement to provide efficient and cost-effective coverage; and (2) consumer cost-sharing to encourage personal responsibility and cost-conscious behaviors.  You can read the waivers here: Waiver request for the Medicaid Expansion, HELP (Health and Economic Livelihood Partnership) Act 

Two public meetings will be held regarding the waiver:

Billings meeting information
WHAT: Billings, Montana Medicaid Expansion Waiver Public Meeting
WHEN: Tuesday, August 18, 2015, 3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
WHERE: Billings Public Library, 510 North 28th Street, Billings, MT 59101 The meeting agenda is here.

If you would like to participate by phone instead of attending in person click here to sign up to get the call in information: https://www.signup4.net/Public/ap.aspx?OID=130&EID=MTDE10E 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Helena meeting information
WHAT: Helena, Montana Medicaid Expansion Waiver Public Meeting
WHEN: Thursday, August 20, 2015, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
WHERE: Sanders Building Auditorium, 111 North Sanders Street, Helena, MT 59601 The meeting agenda is here.

If you would like to participate by phone instead of attending in person click here to sign up to get the call in information: https://www.signup4.net/Public/ap.aspx?OID=130&EID=DEPA97E

Public comments may be submitted until midnight on September 7, 2015. Comments may be submitted online here or by e-mail to jothompson@mt.gov or by regular mail to: The Department of Public Health and Human Services, Attn: Jo Thompson, PO Box 202951, Helena, MT  59620-2951. If special accommodations are needed, contact 406-444-4455.

You can read the waivers--as well as find progress updates, answers to frequently asked questions and information about how to participate in the implementation process and sign up for the “interested parties” email list to receive email updates here: http://dphhs.mt.gov/medicaidexpansion 

Information about the public comment process: 
0. Each person will have 2 minutes for public testimony. If additional time is available at the end, the public can provide additional comments.
0. All comments will be reviewed and considered equally whether they are received in writing, in person or on the phone.  
0. We encourage each person to submit a full copy of their comments – or submit them online or via email. There is no need to do both.
0. This public comment opportunity is for the waivers only. Public comment for other items such as the benefit plan will be at a later date.

