
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
Community Organization to Effect Change 

Formalized by the State in 1999, the Mental Health Oversight Advisory 

Council (MHOAC) provides input to the Department in development and 

management of the public behavioral health system. 

 We are partners in planning for a recovery based behavioral health system 

throughout Montana. 

 We envision a collaborative system that promotes independence, self            

determination and recovery. 

 Our defining principle is that services are individual and family directed, 

through a comprehensive and community based system. 

Local Advisory Council (LAC) 

 We are a coalition of community members interested in assessing and  

strengthening public behavioral health services in our communities. 

 We provide input and recommendation to regional Service Area               

Authorities, the Mental Health Oversight Advisory Council and the         

Department. 

Service Area Authority (SAA) 

 We are an incorporated group of LAC members within a defined service 

area; there are three SAA’s in Montana (Western, Central and Eastern). 

 We plan and oversee public behavioral health services in our area by           

collaborating with the Department for advocacy, education, utilization and 

quality outcome management. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 

Montana Department of Public Health and Human Resources 

Addictive and Mental Disorders Division website: 

www.dphhs.mt.gov/amdd/ 

 

Community Program Officers 

Region I Antonia Klein  406.234.1866  Miles City 

  aklein@mt.gov 

 

Region II Jane Wilson  406.454.6078  Great Falls 

  jawilson@mt.gov 

 

Region III Andrew Boyer  406.655.7622  Billings 

  aboyer@mt.gov 

 

Region IV Kenny Bell  406.563.7045  Anaconda 

  kenbell@mt.gov 

   

Region V Vicky Varichak 406.329.1520  Missoula 

  vvarichak@mt.gov 

 

Community Mental Health Supervisor 

  Melissa Higgins 406.444.9344  Helena 

  mhiggins@mt.gov   

 




