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 ICWA QUALIFIED EXPERT WITNESS BILLING INSTRUCTIONS 

Montana law and the Federal Indian Child Welfare Act require the testimony of a Qualified Expert Witness in a state court child abuse/neglect proceeding involving an American Indian child, as defined by the Indian Child Welfare Act. Montana Annotated Code 41-3-432 (b) states : “If a proceeding under this chapter involves an Indian child and is subject to the federal Indian Child Welfare Act, a Qualified Expert Witness is required to testify that the continued custody of the child by the parent or Indian custodian is likely to result in serious emotional or physical damage to the child. Montana Child and Family Services policy 305.1 further states “The requirement of testimony from a Qualified Expert Witness assures that the involuntary placement of an Indian child into foster care or the termination of the parent-child legal relationship does not conflict with the specific cultural values of the child’s tribe.” Qualified Expert Witnesses are paid by Montana Child and Family Services for the services they provide in ICWA cases. 

1. PROFESSIONAL SERVICES- $25.00 per hour for the following services: 
1. Preparation for Court -includes review of case file information- court reports, evaluations, notes etc., interviews with the Child Protection Specialist, other Child and Family Services staff and attorneys; interviews with child, parents or other involved parties. Initial hearing preparation time is limited to 3 hours billing time per case. * 
2. Subsequent Preparation Time- Preparation time for subsequent hearings is limited to 1 hours billing time per case. ** 
3. Court Testimony- includes in person court testimony and telephonic testimony 
4. Other- Case Conferences such as FGDM meetings, Foster Care Review meetings or other treatment/case planning meetings that the Qualified Expert Witness has been approved to attend by the Child Protection Specialist in charge of the case. Time spent waiting to testify, courthouse conversations with social workers/county attorney etc. prior to or following testimony 
*Unique or unusual circumstances that require more than 3 hours preparation time must be approved in advance by the appropriate Child and Family Services Division Supervisor. 
**Unique or unusual circumstances that require more than 1 hour subsequent preparation time must be approved in advance by the appropriate Child and Family Services Division Supervisor. 
2. TRAVEL EXPENSES 
$25.00 per hour for time spent in travel for all case related activities. Car mileage is reimbursed at the current state rate of $.56/mile. Rate is subject to change. 
3. OTHER EXPENSES 
1. Lodging- Reimbursement is at state rates only. Lodging arrangements and payment are the responsibility of the Qualified Expert Witness. State Identification cards will be required to receive State rates for lodging. State Identification cards are available through the ICWA Program Specialist in Helena, 841-2400. Long distance phone calls are not reimbursed. 
2. Meal reimbursement- $5.00- breakfast; $6.00- lunch; $12.00- dinner. You receive breakfast if your stay is overnight or you leave for your destination before 7:00 am. You receive lunch if you are out of town for more than 3 hours between 10:00 am and 3:00 pm. You receive dinner if you stay overnight or if you arrive home after 6:00 pm. 

The maximum reimbursement is $500 for total Professional Services and Travel time for each case. Exceptions to this limit require the prior approval of the appropriate Child and Family Services Division Regional Administrator. 

Payments for these services plus State Per Diem (meals and lodging) and mileage reimbursement are arranged through the appropriate Child and Family Services Division Regional Administrator or their designee. 
Please submit a separate billing form for each family. Submit completed billing form to the office that arranged for your services. The Child and Family Services Supervisor will sign all invoices and the information will be entered on the CAPS system for approval. After this invoice is entered into CAPS and approved, an invoice will be issued to you. Please verify the dates, dollar amount, and sign the invoice. Mail the signed invoice to: Montana Child & Family Services Division, P.O. Box 8005, Helena, MT 59604. Payment will be mailed. 

If you have questions concerning this matter, please call the Regional Administrator from your area:
Eastern Region- Eric Barnosky, Region I: Miles City 406-234-1385 
North Central Region- Marti Vining, Region II: Great Falls 406-268-3755 
South Central Region- Jason Larson, Region III: Billings 406-657-3120 
South Western Region- Jennifer Hoerauf, Region IV: Butte 406-496-4950 
Western- Nikki Grossberg, Region V: Missoula 406-329-1542
