
Head Start is a comprehensive early care and education program, dedicated to serving over 30 million low-income 
families nationwide since 1965. Head Start serves children ages 3-5, as well as families. Early Head Start was established 
in 1994 to serve children 0-3, as well as pregnant women. Head Start funding comes to individual programs in Montana 
through federal funding grants. There are 29 programs in Montana serving approximately 5,2701 children, ages 0-5, in 
Head Start and Early Head Start classrooms across the state annually. The Head Start State Collaboration Office is located 
within state government and connects Head Start/Early Head Start to state partners. 

To find the location nearest to you, go to:   
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/HeadStartOffices

Head Start and Early Head Start in Montana
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Head Start/Early Head Start Locations

Early Head Start

  In July 2013, there were 21,267 children eligible 
for Head Start and Early Head Start services.2  

5,270 eligible children were served in Montana. 

1	 5,270 is the total funded state enrollment, 2013-2014 Program Information Report
2	 Head Start and Early Head Start eligibility is based on the Federal Poverty Index.

http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/ 
hcsd/ChildCare/HSSCO.aspx http://www.mtheadstart.org/

Head Start and Early Head Start offers 
comprehensive early childhood development 

programs to children and families

	 School readiness

	 Cultural and linguistic responsiveness

	 Parent, family and community 
engagement 

	 Language and literacy

	 Cognitive development

	 Physical development and health

	 Social and emotional development

	 Age-appropriate approaches to learning

	 Parent leadership

	 Family well-being & positive parent-
child relationships

	 Family connections to community and 
leadership opportunities

	 Navigating social services

	 Disability services

	 Nutrition


