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Montana Youth  
and Tobacco 



Ever tried cigarette smoking in their lifetime  
% of Montana high school students 
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Smoked cigarettes on one or more of the past 30 days 
% of high school students 
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Used chewing tobacco, snuff, or dip on one or more of the past 30 days  
% of high school students 
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Smoked cigars, cigarillos, or little cigars on one or more of the past 30 days  
% of high school students 

20.4 
14.8 14.1 

17.6 15.5 
17.8 16.1 15.8 

17.7 
15.2 14.8 14 13.6 14 13.1 12.6 

0

25

50

75

100

1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013

Montana US

Montana Office of Public Instruction, Denise Juneau, Superintendent – 2013  Montana YRBS  



Tobacco Product Use 
% of Montana high school students 
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Smoked cigarettes or cigars or used chewing tobacco, snuff, or dip  
on one or more of the past 30 days – “current tobacco user” 

% of high school students 
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Smoked cigarettes or cigars or used chewing tobacco, snuff, or dip  
on one or more of the past 30 days  

% of Montana high school students 
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Smoked cigarettes on one or more of the past 30 days 
% of Montana high school students 
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 Prohibit tobacco industry marketing, advertising and sponsorship 
 
 Prohibit student apparel that references tobacco products 
 
 Include tobacco use prevention education and teacher training 
 
 Include cessation referral information for students and staff 
 
 Provide disciplinary procedures for tobacco violations 

ALL SCHOOLS IN MONTANA ARE TOBACCO FREE  
It’s state law. (20-1-220) 

Nearly 70% of Montana Schools have been recognized as  
TOBACCO FREE DISTRICTS of EXCELLENCE  

for adopting policy and procedures that go above and 
beyond what state law requires: 

 
 Prohibit use of all tobacco products (including Electronic 

Cigarettes) on school property, in school vehicles and at all 
school sponsored events 



Montana Tobacco Free School Districts of Excellence 





Concerns 
 Slow to little progress in decline of tobacco  
             use over the last 10 years. 
 Smokeless Tobacco Use – Especially Boys 
 Alternative School Student Tobacco Use 
 Native American Student Tobacco Use 
 Cigars/Cigarillos 
 Youth and E Cigarettes 
 



“An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” 



 
 
 
 

Create supportive nutrition 
environments in schools. 

Promote the adoption of 
comprehensive physical 

activity programs in schools. 



MONTANA           US 
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“If exercise came in pill form, it would be plastered across the 
front page, hailed as the blockbuster drug of the century.”   



  
Kris Minard 

Tobacco Prevention Education Specialist 
Health Enhancement & Safety Division 
Montana Office of Public Instruction 

POB 202501 
Helena, MT 59620-2501 

(406) 444-0785 
(406) 444-2955 Fax 
kminard@mt.gov 

www.opi.mt.gov/tobaccoed           
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