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Classification Systems

National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS)
Rural-Urban Continuum Codes (RUCC)
Rural-Urban Commuting Area (RUCA)
Urban Area Census Codes (UACE)



NCHS Urban-Rural
Classification Scheme

e Easy to use and code
* Best suited for tracking economic and social
changes

* Already used by National Vital Statistics
System




NCHS Urban-Rural
Classification Scheme

e Last updated in 2013

* Based on 2010 Office of Management and
Budget standards for defining metropolitan
statistical areas (MSAs)



NCHS Urban-Rural
Classification Scheme
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Coding

National For Montana

* 1 - Large Central Metro * 1-Small Metro
* 2 —Large Fringe Metro e 2— Micropolitan
* 3—Medium Metro * 3 -Noncore

4 — Small Metro
5 — Micropolitan
6 - Noncore



BRFSS Recoding

* Used imputed counties
e Variable will be URNCHS
 Will add to all old datasets



BRFSS Data Comparison

2010 2014 BRFSS 2010 2014 BRFSS Wt.

Census Wt Freqg* Census Percent
Population Percent
Small Metro 349,600 281,100 35.3% 35.0%
(33.6%-36.4%)
Micropolitan 289,400 246,300 29.3% 30.7%
(29.2%-32.1%)
Noncore 350,400 275,400 35.4% 34.3%

(33.1%-35.5%)

* BRFSS only collects data from non-institutionalized adults, ages 18+
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Demographic Breakdown
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Demographic Breakdown
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Demographic Breakdown
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Demographic Breakdown
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Demographic Breakdown
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Resources

2013 NCHS Urban-Rural Classification Scheme

for Counties

Economic

Research Service — “What is Rural?”

2013 Rura

-Urban Continuum Codes (RUCC)

2010 Rura

-Urban Commuting Area (RUCA)

Codes

2010 Census Urban Areas and Urban Clusters



http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/series/sr_02/sr02_166.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/series/sr_02/sr02_166.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/series/sr_02/sr02_166.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/series/sr_02/sr02_166.pdf
http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-classifications/what-is-rural.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-classifications/what-is-rural.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-classifications/what-is-rural.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-classifications/what-is-rural.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/rural-urban-continuum-codes/documentation.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/rural-urban-continuum-codes/documentation.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/rural-urban-continuum-codes/documentation.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/rural-urban-commuting-area-codes/documentation.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/rural-urban-commuting-area-codes/documentation.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/rural-urban-commuting-area-codes/documentation.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/rural-urban-commuting-area-codes/documentation.aspx
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/ua/urban-rural-2010.html

