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Re: Cardiac and Stroke Recognition Program -- Critical Access Hospitals

The Montana Cardiovascular Health Program (CVH) at the state health department, in collaboration with
the Montana Hospital Association (MHA), is offering a cardiac and stroke recognition award to qualified
Critical Access Hospitals (CAH). This is the fifth year of the recognition program, and 12 CAHs have
received the award -- 9 stroke and 7 cardiac. The intent of the award is to recognize hospitals that
demonstrate a high level of preparation and care in the treatment of acute coronary syndrome and
acute stroke patients. The recognition is voluntary and includes meeting specific criteria related to:
acute care order-sets/policy and procedures, neuroimaging (stroke only), laboratory services,
emergency department and pre-hospital care, institutional commitment, and quality improvement and
process/outcomes evaluation.

Hospitals that qualify for the recognition will be awarded a plaque at MHA’s annual meeting in Billings as
well as a press release that can be submitted to the local media outlets. The recognition also includes a
one-time $1,000 ($1,000 for cardiac and $1,000 for stroke) stipend award to help maintain the
requirements spelled out in the application. The recognition is valid for a 3-year period, at which time
hospitals are encouraged to re-apply. Facilities can apply for either cardiac and stroke recognition — or
choose to apply for both.

Enclosed you will find an application for the cardiac and stroke recognition program. The completed
application must be received by the Cardiovascular Health Program no later than August 10, 2015. A
checklist for the award requirements is included in the application to help streamline the process. All of
the elements listed within the checklist need to be addressed in order to be eligible for the each
recognition award. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
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