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Objectives  
•  Appreciate Challenges of Austere Medicine 

•  Appreciate Challenges of Mass Gatherings 

•  Have Fun  



Disclosure*

•  No*Financial*Conflicts*

•  Life*is*NSFW*

•  EMS/ED*are*NSFW*

•  This*Presenta<on*is*NSFW*







Source: The Atlantic 



What*is*
Burning*Man?*



History*

•  1986*–*Beach*in*
San*Francisco*
– 20*people**
– 8*foot*“Man”*to*
honor*Summer*
Sols<ce.***
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Radical*Inclusion*



GiWing*



Decommodifica<on*



Radical*SelfYReliance*



Radical*SelfYExpression*



Communal*Effort*



Civic*Responsibility*



Leave*No*Trace*



Par<cipa<on*
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•  First*Aid*Sta<ons*
•  Handle*Minor*Injury/Illness*
•  Called*Ambulance*for*ALS*transport*

•  Medical*First*Response*
•  QRV*First*Response*Sta<ons*at*3&9*

•  Fire*Department*
•  All*Hazard*Y*Extrica<on*

•  911*Communica<ons*Center*
•  Sanctuary*

Emergency*Services*Division*



2013*Medical*Opera<on*

•  300*Medical*/**
*Non*Medical * *
**Hospital*Staff*

•  8*ALS*Ambulances*
– 413*Calls**
– 260*pa<ents*

•  1*QRV*
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2013*Medical*Opera<on*
•  3011*Pa<ents*
–  2399*(80%)*walk*up*
–  21*peds*
–  42*(1.4%)*Cri<cal/Life*
Threatening*

–  234*SoW*Tissue*Injuries*
–  250*Minor*Trauma*
–  165*UTI’s*
–  52*Tox*
–  34*Transported*off*
Playa*
•  14*By*ATU*(5*Fixed*
Wing)*



2014*Medical*Opera<on*
•  2860*Pa<ents*
–  2124*(74%)*walk*up*
–  27*peds*
–  130*(4.5%)*Cri<cal/
Life*Threatening*

–  382*SoW*Tissue*
Injuries*

–  180*UTI’s*
–  71*Tox*
–  24*Transported*off*
Playa*
•  13*By*ATU*(10*Fixed*
Wing)*



Meds*

•  #674*Ibuprofen*
•  #409*Prednisone*
•  #360*Pyridium*
•  #161*Zofran*
•  #152*Keflex*
•  #112*Bactrim*
•  #78*Toradol*
•  #58*Tetanus*

•  #109*Versed*
•  #86*Fentanyl*
•  #50*Morphine*
•  #43*A<van*
•  #31*Haldol*
•  #22*Rocuronium*
•  #19*Etomidate*
•  #18*Vecuronium*



RN*and*EMTYP*Protocols*

•  UTI*
– Simple,*no*comorbids,*dip,*Bactrim/Macrobid*



RN*and*EMTYP*Protocols*

•  Eye*Irriga<on*
– FB*Sensa<on*

•  Tetracaine,*Irrigate*with*500*mL*NS*



RN*and*EMTYP*Protocols*

•  Dehydra<on*
– Age*15Y65*

•  Vitals*WNL*/*!Vomit*!**
–  1*L*PO*Gatorade*

•  Vitals*Abnl*/*+*Vomit*! 
–  *4mg*IV*Zofran*+*1Y3*L*IV*NS*



RN*and*EMTYP*Protocols*

•  Playa*Foot*
– 1:4*Vinegar:Water*



Clinician*Protocols*

•  Wounds*
– Limited*Tetanus*supply*
– Nearly*unlimited*wounds*





Clinician*Protocols*



Tox*Pearls*

•  Foxy*(Foxy*Methoxy)*
–  N,NYdiisopropylY5Y
methoxyY
tryptamine*
•  5YMeOYDIPT*

•  Bath*Salts*
– Mephedrone*
– MDPV*

•  NYBomb*(Smiles)*
–  25IYNBOMe*

•  MDMA*/*Molly*/*
Ecstasy*



•  What*do*you*
want*to*give*this*
guy?*



Ortho*

















Source: The Atlantic 
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Summary 
With"proper"planning,"large"
events"do"not"have"to"be"
disasters"
"
Don’t"overwhelm"local"
system"
"
Not"everything"has"to"be"
transported"
"
Have"FUN"

Special Thanks to Pat Songer 
& Dr Bryan Bledsoe 
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