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Street Drugs in 2015 



Where are 

we 

heading? 



Safety of our coworkers and general public 

Drugs have changed 

These patients are not getting good care 



Toxicology: What’s in our patients 

› Alcohol 

› Marijuana 

› Pills: Vicodin, Percocet, 
Morphine, Xanax, etc. 

› Meth, Heroin, Cocaine 

› Designer Drugs 

› Synthetics & Bath Salts 

› Regional 

 

 



What is the problem? 
 

› 1350 EMS called to 16 y/o male 

› Police called for EMS 

› Police arrived to find patient in the backyard of residence that 
was not his, he was tased 5 times and pepper sprayed multiple 
times. PD state he was awake, foaming at mouth and skin hot to 
touch 

› EMS found pt in cuffs, prone 

› Pt stated his name was JC 

› Asked about pain “no, I am JC” 



EMS/ER  

› Small LAC to forearm, bruising to wrist noted from cuffs 

› EMS V/S: 158/90 150  22 90% Sugar 244 

› Pt coded in front of EMS 

› CPR in progress 

› Multiple marks noted from baton strikes 25-30 times 

› Temp 105.0  

› Pronounced 50 minutes after arrival 

 



Autopsy (SLU Toxicology) 

› Blood 
– MDPV 15 MCG/ML (20-30 x more potent) 

– Naphyrone : Negative 

– Pyrovalerone: Negative 

› Urine 
– Same as Blood 

 

 

 

 



› 14 y/o boy runs out of woods naked screaming and swinging a 
golf club 

› Police called to the scene, sprayed male with pepper spray 
multiple times without effect 

› Male was tased 5 times 

› He was handcuffed and transported to hospital 
– Yelling he wants to eat everyone 

– Making animal noises 

› Attacked a nurse, was tased 12-15 times additionally at hospital  

 

The Driving Range 



Update! 

Drugs on the Streets…. 



The Most Controversial Drug 



 

› Perception 

› How many states call marijuana a medicine? 

› Changes in marijuana over the time 

› THC vs. CBD 

› Hashish Oils and Extracts 

MJP Facts 





What is the perception of MJP? 

• Increase in availability of marijuana and other 
drugs 

• Teens being misguided about marijuana as 
being a natural product. 

• They are unaware of the mood-altering and 
physiological effects. 

• Has become some-what accepted by society 
through media and radio waves 



“My family uses MJP” 

Compare MJP to all other drugs 

Celebrities and Athletes in Media 

Successful people use MJP 

 

› Obama, Oprah, Clinton, Stephen Colbert, 
Jay Z, Bill Gates, Labron James, George 
Clooney, Lady Gaga, Brad Pitt, Tom Brokaw, 
Micheal Phillips, Jennifer Aniston, David 
Letterman, Morgan Freeman, Angelina J, 
Martha Stewart, Matt Damon, 
Rihanna,………….. 
 

 

 



Marijuana is changing 

 

 

Is the plant changing? 





 

 

How many states call marijuana a 
medicine? 



VT 

NH 

MA 

NJ 

DE 

DC 

CT 

RI 

Legalize Medical Marijuana 



Hash Oil Explosions 

A clear, golden brown cannabis derivative also known as  

honey oil, shatter, wax and (disgustingly) “earwax,” butane 
hash oil (BHO) 
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Products such as edibles and balms made 
with concentrates are generally referred to 
as i n f u s i o n s  











Debate Topics 
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Contain no 
warnings 
of harm? Come in  

crude 
form? 

Take as often as 
the pt. thinks  
they need it? 

Unmeasured 
strength 

So how 
many other 
medicines 

people 
take… 

No  
Medical  

Exam Grown 
yourself 

Are  
Smoked? 

Unknown 
Dose? 

Voted 
on by  

Public? 

Prescribed 
vs. 

Recommended 

Is marijuana 
really a 

medicine? 



1. Depressants 

2. Stimulants 

3. Hallucinogens 

4. Dissociative Anesthetics 

5. Narcotic Analgesics 

6. Inhalants 

7. Cannabis 

Drugs are categorized into 3 basic groups 



WHAT DRUG IS MAKING A COMEBACK??? 



HEROIN 

184 out of  
600 

WHAT DRUG IS MAKING A COMEBACK??? 

Purity Cutting agent 

Meth to 
Heroin 

K-6th  
Grade 

Local Area 

NICU. 

OD 







Synthetic Drugs 

Synthetic Marijuana & Bath Salts 
 
 

Not new but still poorly understood….. 



So are things getting better? 





Where did this come from? 

› 1984 the National Institute on Drug Abuse funded 
the research of Dr. John Huffman @ Clemson 

› Over next 20 years he created over 450 synthetic 
compounds 

› 2 of the compounds in 2000 started to be sold in 
Germany 
–Spice and K2 

 

 



What we don’t know… 

Don’t have toxicity data 

Don’t know the metabolites 

Don’t know the pharmacokinetics 

Drug Interactions 

Long Term 

Pregnancy 

 

Best emergent treatment 

 



What we do know 

Synthetic Drugs Are Deadly Chemicals 

One-time use has resulted in death 

Adults and children have died 

Deliberately mislabeled to avoid regulation 

No end in site… 



So how is it made? 





Flavor Added to Spice 

› Cotton Candy 

› Bubble Gum 

› Juicy Fruit 

› Strawberry 

› Fruit Punch 

› And more 



Spice Effects on Mind & Body 

› Agitation 

› Anxiety including extreme 
panic attacks 

› Depression 

› Paranoia 

› Psychosis 

› Hallucinations 

– Visual 

– Auditory 

› Flashbacks 

› Increased blood pressure 

› Increased heart rate 

› Cardiac arrest 

› Blood shot eyes 

› Insomnia 

› Tingling, numbness 

› Vomiting 

› Brain Seizures 

› Tremors 

› Suicidal Thoughts? 



Bath Salts 
Synthetic Cocaine, PCP, LSD 

what would cause this behavior  BATH SALTS  - YouTube.wmv


Amphetamine O2 Atom Cathinone 

Amphetamine Methyl Group MethAmph 

Cathinone Methyl Group 
Methyl-

Cathinone 



› Published findings 
– Russia contacts him stating they have similar drug 

› 1970’s called “Ephedrone” (Jeff) 

– Next four decades, was a theory until 2010 
› Bath Salts 

 

– How Meth, Amph and Cocaine (Reuptake Inhibitor) works 
Dopamine 

 

So why are these people naked and fighting? 

 



Bath Salts 

› Mephedrone   (KHAT plant) 
– Sold in Europe as MEOW MEOW 

› MDPV  
– Ritalin (20 X 30 more potent) 

› Methylone  
– (1 Ketone group from being Ecstasy) 

Generation 2 & 3 (Jewelry Cleaner) 

› Glass Cleaners/Energy Boosters 

› Ladybug Attractant 

 



Bath Salts – Synthetic Stimulants and others -What 
are They? 

› A very dangerous 
synthetic drug 

› Are NOT used for 
Baths! 

› Deliberately Mislabeled 

› “Not For Human 
Consumption” 



Bath Salts Effects Mind and Body 

Insomnia  

Agitation, Easily Angered 

Extreme Energy 

Extreme Paranoia 

Psychosis 

Hallucinations 

High Body Temperature can 
melt muscles 

Kidney Failure 

 

Increased blood pressure 

Increased heart rate 

Can be combined to give 

Stimulant High 

LSD Hallucinations 

PCP Strength 

Amphetamines Paranoia 

 

//localhost/Volumes/NO NAME/what would cause this behavior  BATH SALTS  - YouTube.rv
//localhost/Volumes/NO NAME/what would cause this behavior  BATH SALTS  - YouTube.wmv








› Inhalation 

› Keying 

› Parachuting/Bombing 

› IV 

› Bootie Bumping/Keistering 

How you take them? 



 

► Addictive/Abusive Properties of “Bath Salts” 

 

 
     ● extreme/highly addictive property 

 

 

      

 

     ● intense craving 

 

 

      

 

    ● binging  
 



Other Designer Drugs 



Latest Version of K.C. Synthetic Drug 
  

 Marked as “enhanced plant vitamin – not for human consumption.” 

 

 Characteristics include: 

 Quickly addictive 

 Stimulates the central nervous system (like meth). 

 Can lead to severe psychosis (and suicide) 

 



Gravel 



› 2014, SE Florida 

› Second generation a-Alpha PVP drug 

– a-Pyrrolidinopentiophenone 

–Norepinephrine-dopamine reuptake inhibitor 

– 1960 research chemical 

› $1500 per kilogram 

– $3-$5 dollars per dose 

– 10,000- doses in kilogram  

FLAKKA 





It’s Here! 





Ketamine 



› Dental Work and Castration 

› Causes users to fall in/out of consciousness 

› Often stoops when walks 

› High can last up to 6 hours 

› IV Preferred route 

Xylazine (Anesthesia) 







2002 

Siberia (Russia) 

Moving Across Europe 

Est: 1-2 Million  

Name from effects on 
addicts skin 

Green, Scaly and 
bumpy  

Average Life Span once 
addicted? 

Desmorphine (Krockadil) 



› Codeine 

› Paint Thinner 

› Gasoline 

› Hydrochloric Acid 

› Iodine 

› Red Phosphorus 
– 30 minutes to make 

– High for 90-120 minutes 

– ½ cost of heroin 
If all this is not enough…… 

Ingredients 
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Toad Licking 

› Bufotenine (5-hydroxy-N-N-
dimethyltryptamine) is a Schedule I 
substance found in certain 
mushrooms, seeds, and skin glands of 
Bufo toads. In general, most 
bufotenine preparations from natural 
sources are extremely toxic. 

 

› Guess 1st “2” abusers?? 





Synthetic Xanax 
Phenazepam 



› Developed in 1978 in Soviet Union 

› Used in Russia for TX of neurological disorders such as epilepsy, 
ETOH withdrawal and insomnia 

› 1mg is equivalent to 10mg Diazepam 

› Dose is 0.5mg-2mg (erowid) 

› Pharmaceutical ½ life  of 60 hours 

› S/E: Hiccups, dizziness, loss of coordination and other benzo side 
effects 

 





Relax Max Bars 



AKA: “Zannie” Air Freshener 



Mr. Smiley Products 









› Under U.S. Law phenazepam is not currently classified as a 
controlled substance. The Federal Analog act only provides for 
auto assumed classification of chemicals “substantially similar” 
to Schedule 1 or 2 drugs. 

› Benzodiazepines are schedule IV 

› Not controlled but still sale for human use remains illegal in the 
U.S. 

› Circumvent this regulation by  
“NOT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION” 

 LOUISIANA/ARKANSAS 

 



Molly: MDMA 



› Methylene DioxyMethAmphetamine 

› Miami/NY Molly: Mix of bath Salts, Meth, and    
MDMA mixture. 

›One capsule had: Cocaine, Meth, Unk Opiate 

›Death in NY: Toxicology reveled MDMA & 
Methylone 

 

Pure Form of Ecstasy 



Kratom 



Suboxone (Buprenorphine) 



INHALENTS 



Lazy Cakes / Dietary Supplement 

aka. 
The Relaxation Brownie 



Dextromethorphan (DXM) 



› Other names: 

–DXM, Dex, Dexing, Orange Crush, Poor mans PCP, Red 
Devils, Robo, Robo-tripping, Skittling, Triple C’s, Vit-D 

› Abused for the past 30 years 

› Chemically R/T opiates 

› Compared to Ketamine or PCP 

› Blocks the Dopamine reuptake site, activates the sigma receptor  

 

 



What do they take? 

› Products that contain the cough suppressant Dextromehtorphan 

› Active ingredient “Dextromethorphan hydrobromide” 

– Tussidex, Triaminic, Vicks 44 Cough, Zicam, PediaCare 
Childrens Long Acting Cough, Delsym 

› What else is in the product? 

–Benadryl, Tylenol, etc. 

› Is the child taking any meds that would interact?
  
– MAOI’s (Can lead to serotonin syndrome) 

– Diet Drugs 

 
 



Why they take it 

› 4 Different levels or plateaus: (Levels very) 
– First: 100mg-250mg: Very empathetic, robo walking followed by drippy 

feeling. Party dose 

– Second: 250mg-450mg: More euphoria, decreased sense of surrounding 

– Third: 450mg-800mg: Hallucinations are present, mostly in spirals or 
visions of fluid 

– Fourth: 800mg-1800: Out of body experience 

– Fifth: >1800: Overdose 
(Robotussin Max Strength 354MG) 

“Anything above 1200mg you should be close to hospital” 



› S/S will depend on the does and other drugs in the system: 
– Profuse sweating 

– Extreme Nausea 

– Blackouts 

– Respiratory depression 

– Vision 

– Tachy 

– Spasm of the abd and intestines 

– Can last up to 48 hours 

› Treatment is supportive 

› Is there any reversal agents for DXM? 



› I am a powerful stimulant 

› I come in many forms 

› You can buy me by the gallon or even barrel 

› I am legal in your state 

› I come in flavors like bubble gum, cherry and chocolate 

› You can drink me or rub me into your skin to get high 

› But be careful because a teaspoon full of me can kill a child 

› In 2013 we had a 300% increase in number of people 
poisoned from me 
 

Who am I?? 



NICOTINE 
378,500mg  

.8mg/kg 
80mg 220lb 

 



›E-Juice or Rock Juice 

›No FDA 

›No tamper proof lids 

›Middle School 
–Online 



Alcohol 

Prescription Meds 
(Pain killers/Ritalin) 

 

Last and Not Least 





WHAT DOES ALL THIS MEAN?? 





Excited Delirium Syndrome 

Agitation 

Acidosis Hyperthermia 

Source: Chief John Gardner (MDCFR); IPICD Conference – Nov. 2007 Las Vegas 

Treatment Triad 

“Treat the Triad!” 



In Hospital Treatment 

 

How do we treat these patients once 
EMS gets them to us? 

 

Treat the patient and not the package 





Jason.martin@coxhealth.com 
417-893-1990 
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