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DPHHS HAN

From: DPHHS HAN
Sent: Monday, November 23, 2009 4:28 PM
Subject: DPHHS HAN ADVISORY 2009-41: Updated DPHHS Recommendations Concerning 2009 H1N1 

Vaccine
Attachments: Updated DPHHS Recommendations Concerning Target Groups to receive 2009 H1N1 Vaccine.pdf

State of Montana 

DPHHS HAN ADVISORY 
  
Monday, November 23, 2009 
  
Forwarding Instructions: 
FORWARD to your local HAN contacts 
  
DPHHS Information / Recommendations: 

1) All jurisdictions receiving the 2009 H1N1 vaccine immediately establish and continue efforts to vaccinate 
all persons in the CDC recommended “initial target groups”.   At this time, DPHHS is not recommending 
expansion beyond the “initial target groups”.  We will reassess supply and demand for vaccine in mid to 
late December. 

2) In areas where vaccine demand is low, consider sharing your vaccine allotment with neighboring 
jurisdictions to ensure vaccination of the target groups.  Please consult with your local leadership before 
transferring any vaccine to ensure that any decision to share vaccine is fully supported.  DPHHS is 
available for consultation on shipping and handling as needed and reminds any jurisdiction sharing 
vaccine with another to log this on Form C: Novel H1N1 Vaccine Transfer Log. 

3) All jurisdictions are encouraged to vaccinate individuals, as local vaccine supplies allow, outside the 
accepted target groups who possess a valid prescription from a physician.  DPHHS anticipates that there 
will be few such requests and vaccine supplies will be adequate to allow this practice.  

Please refer to attachment for additional details.          

  DPHHS Subject Matter Expert (SME) Contact: 
       For more information contact the DPHHS Immunization Program at 406 444-5580 
  
Distributed by the Department of Public Health and Human Services  
Health Alert Network (HAN) System 
  
DPHHS Health Alert Hotline:  1-800-701-5769 
DPHHS HAN Website:  www.han.mt.gov 
  
You have received this message based upon the information contained within our emergency notification data base. If you have a 
different e-mail or fax address that you would like us to use please notify us as soon as possible by e-mail at hhshan@mt.gov.   
  
The goal of Montana's Health Alert Network is to transmit information to local public health authorities as quickly as possible, and 
assign a suitable priority to the message.  For questions or comments about Montana's HAN system you may contact the DPHHS 
HAN Coordinator, Gerry Wheat at gwheat@mt.gov.  
  
Categories of Health Alert Messages: 
Health Alert: conveys the highest level of importance; warrants immediate action or attention. 
Health Advisory: provides important information for a specific incident or situation; may not require immediate action. 
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Health Update: provides updated information regarding an incident or situation; unlikely to require immediate action. 
 



Updated DPHHS Recommendations Concerning Target Groups to Receive 2009 
H1N1 Vaccine‐ 11/23/2009 

In a Health Alert Network (HAN) message issued August 27, 2009, DPHHS advised prioritizing the 2009 
H1N1 vaccine for use in a subset of the initial target groups recommended by CDC to receive vaccine.  
The recommendation to restrict vaccine to the “subset” was based upon the anticipated vaccine supply 
and demand.  The HAN message recommended local health jurisdictions extend vaccination coverage 
from the subset to all persons in the “initial target groups” as soon as local vaccine supplies allowed.  
Any expansion beyond the “target groups” required consultation with DPHHS.   

During the week of November 16th, 2009, DPHHS reviewed available information regarding the vaccine 
supply, local usage reports and availability of vaccine for target groups.  The review indicated 
approximately 40% of jurisdictions are still focusing on the “subset of initial target groups”, another 40% 
are focusing on the “initial target groups”, and the remaining 20% have added selected groups within 
the initial target groups to the subset.  Recent usage reports in many areas reflect a lower than expected 
demand for vaccine and a few areas have more vaccine on hand than had been expected.  While the 
demand for vaccine could change due to an increase in disease activity or other events, at this time 
DPHHS recommends that all jurisdictions offer the H1N1 vaccine to the entire list of “initial target 
groups”.   Those jurisdictions that had previously continued to focus on the “subset” of persons targeted 
for vaccination should now expand their efforts to vaccinate all persons in the “initial target groups”.   
Please review the attached list of target groups and notify the DPHHS Immunization Program for 
assistance as necessary.  

DPHHS Recommendations:    

1) All jurisdictions receiving the 2009 H1N1 vaccine immediately establish and continue efforts to 
vaccinate all persons in the CDC recommended “initial target groups”.   At this time, DPHHS is 
not recommending expansion beyond the “initial target groups”.  We will reassess supply and 
demand for vaccine in mid to late December. 

2) In areas where vaccine demand is low, consider sharing your vaccine allotment with 
neighboring jurisdictions to ensure vaccination of the target groups.  Please consult with your 
local leadership before transferring any vaccine to ensure that any decision to share vaccine is 
fully supported.  DPHHS is available for consultation on shipping and handling as needed and 
reminds any jurisdiction sharing vaccine with another to log this on Form C: Novel H1N1 
Vaccine Transfer Log. 

3) All jurisdictions are encouraged to vaccinate individuals, as local vaccine supplies allow, 
outside the accepted target groups who possess a valid prescription from a physician.  DPHHS 
anticipates that there will be few such requests and vaccine supplies will be adequate to allow 
this practice.           

  



Summary of Target Groups for 2009 H1N1 Influenza Vaccine and DPHHS 
Recommendations 

The information below is adapted from Use of Influenza A (H1N1) 2009 Monovalent Vaccine 
Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), 2009 with 
comments added by DPHHS.  The “tiers” are presented in order of priority as outlined in the 
ACIP recommendations. 

Tier 1: Subset of Target Groups During Limited Vaccine Availability (Comment: Order of 
Target Groups does not indicate priority).   

• pregnant women,  
• persons who live with or provide care for infants aged <6 months (e.g., parents, siblings, 

and daycare providers),  
• health-care and emergency medical services personnel who have direct contact with 

patients or infectious material, (Comment: all HCW meeting this criteria, regardless of 
age, should be offered vaccine)  

• children aged 6 months--4 years, and  
• children and adolescents aged 5--18 years who have medical conditions that put them at 

higher risk for influenza-related complications.  

Comment: Due to limited vaccine supply, the groups above were initially selected as the 
priority groups to receive vaccine in August, 2009. 

Tier 2: Initial Target Groups 

When vaccine is first available, CDC recommends that programs and providers administer 
vaccine to persons in the following five target groups (order of target groups does not indicate 
priority): 

• pregnant women,  
• persons who live with or provide care for infants aged <6 months (e.g., parents, siblings, 

and daycare providers),  
• health-care and emergency medical services personnel,  
• persons aged 6 months--24 years, and  
• persons aged 25--64 years who have medical conditions that put them at higher risk for 

influenza-related complications. 

Comment: As of November 23, 2009, DPHHS is recommending all jurisdictions offer vaccine 
to the above groups. 

Tier 3:  Health Adults 25-64 

CDC Recommendations: Once vaccination programs and providers are meeting the demand for 
vaccine among the persons in the five initial target groups, vaccination should be expanded to 
all persons aged 25--64 years. Decisions about expanding or establishing priorities for 



vaccination should be made in accordance with local circumstances based on the judgment of 
state and local health officials and health-care providers. 

Comment: As of November 23, 2009, DPHHS is not recommending expansion of vaccination 
efforts to this population at this time. DPHHS will continue to work closely with local health 
jurisdictions to assess supply and demand for the vaccine.  We anticipate a reassessment and 
potentially an update to this recommendation in mid to late December. 

Tier 4:  All Adults >64 

From the CDC Recommendations: Once demand for vaccine among younger age groups is 
being met, vaccination should be expanded to all persons aged ≥65 years. This recommendation 
might need to be reassessed as new epidemiologic, immunologic, or clinical trial data warrant 
and in the context of global need for vaccine. 

Comment: As of November 23, 2009, DPHHS is not recommending expansion of vaccination 
efforts to this population at this time.  However, DPHHS is recommending that all jurisdictions, 
depending on vaccine supply, vaccinate individuals who possess a valid prescription from a 
physician.   

 


	DPHHS HAN ADVISORY 2009 -41_Updated DPHHS Recommendations Concerning 2009 H1N1 Vaccine
	2009-41H1N1Vaccine

