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A college student in Butte has been diagnosed with 
meningococcal disease. Butte-Silver Bow (BSB) Health 
Department launched a thorough investigation to identify close 
contacts to the suspected case that may require 
chemoprophylaxis. Twelve close contacts received antibiotic treatment and many others not identified as 
close contacts are receiving meningococcal vaccine. BSB also worked with the college administration to 
provide meningococcal disease information to all students and faculty prior to the school’s dismissal for 
Spring Break.

With the beginning of Spring Break, it is possible that students returning to their home counties and 
states and may seek vaccination and/or chemoprophylaxis from their healthcare providers or local public 
health. It’s important to note that all identified close contacts have been identified and treated and we 
are not aware of any additional close contacts requiring treatment. Providers seeing student that are 
requesting chemoprophylaxis should contact the Butte-Silver Bow Health Department at 406-497-5020 
before administering any antibiotics. 
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Information:
Meningococcal Disease 
The Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services received a report of a lab 
confirmed case of meningococcal disease in a college student from Silver Bow County. The 
Butte-Silver Bow Health Department conducted a follow-up investigation and identified 12 
close contacts that were treated with preventative antibiotics. The Butte-Silver Bow Health 
Department has been working closely with the college administration and health services to 
educate the students and faculty on meningococcal disease and address areas of concern. 
Meningococcal disease is a serious and potentially life-threatening infection caused by the 
bacterium Neisseria meningitidis. Common symptoms of meningococcal disease include 
high fever, neck stiffness, confusion, nausea, vomiting, lethargy, and/or petechial or 
purpuric rash. Without appropriate and urgent treatment, the infection can progress rapidly 
and result in death. Transmission primarily occurs through exposure to an infected 
individual’s respiratory droplets or by direct contact. 
More than 98% of meningococcal disease cases in the United States are sporadic, while the 
other 2% are associated with outbreaks. The disease occurs year-round but has seasonal 
patterns with peak incidence occurring in late winter and early spring. Chemoprophylaxis 
with antibiotics may be indicated for individuals that are determined to be a close (direct) 
contact to a confirmed case. (The primary purpose of chemoprophylaxis is to eradicate 
nasopharyngeal carriage which may lead to disease.) For confirmed cases, prompt medical 
attention is the key to recovery. Approximately 4 cases of this disease are reported in 
Montana each year. This new case is the third reported case so far in 2012. 
For more information on meningococcal disease please follow the link below to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s website at: 
http://www.cdc.gov/meningitis/index.htm.
Case specific information can be obtained by calling the Butte-Silver Bow Health Department 
at (406) 497-5020 or the DPHHS Communicable Disease/Epidemiology Section at (406) 
444-0273.


	DPHHS HAN ADVISORY 2012 - 2
	HANinformationsheet

