
WHAT’S WORKING TO 
ADVANCE CHILD PASSENGER 

SAFETY IN LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES IN MONTANA 

Tracie Kiesel, Coordinator  - Tri-County Buckle Up Montana 

Lewis & Clark, Jefferson, & Broadwater Counties 



 
  

  
   

  
  
 
  

    
  

  
   

    
    
     

Parent/Caregiver Presentations 
St. Pete’s Prepared Parenting Classes & Grandparent’s Class 

Public Educational Events for Adults & Families 
Memorial Park, Target, Murdoch’s, Health Fairs 

Educational Events for Children 
Capitol Rotunda & Student Classroom Activities 

Child Safety Seat Check Up Events 
Held at Car Dealerships, Health Departments, Stores, Fire Stations 

Fitting Stations 
One on One Appts, Safety Seat Distribution Programs-Low Income and High Risk Families 

Social Media, Traditional Media, Newsletters 
Facebook 

Resources 
CHOP-A Crash Course in Child Passenger Safety, I’m Safe Books, Bookmarks, Stickers, Large Banners, Videos 
NHTSA, Traffic Safety Marketing 
MDT-Buckle Up Bug Coloring Books, Pamphlets, Posters 

What can Local Health Departments Do 
Locate Local Resources and Understand How they Operate and How you can work with them 
Identify Staff who have positions to help Families & Implement a CPS Program 
Identify Staff who you can commit to becoming a Nationally Certified CPS Technician 



Parent/Caregiver Presentations 



 

 

 

 

  

 

Prepared 
Parenting Class 

St.Pete’s Hospital 

Held Once/Quarter 

New & Expecting Parents 

Series of Educational topic including: 

Infant CPR, Car Seat Safety, 
Breastfeeding, Childbirth, 
Postpartum Recovery 

Ask Parents to bring their own Safety 
Seat – Hands on During Class 

Primarily cover Infant Only Seats 



 
 

 
 

Grandparents 
Class 

St.Pete’s Hospital 

Held Once 

Grandparents are very involved 
in the direct care and 
transporting of children 

Cover Infant Only, Convertible, 
Forward Facing, and Booster 
Seats 



Public Educational Events 



 

Montana National 
Guard 
Family Readiness Day 
Fort Harrison, Helena 



Family Health & 
Safety Fair, 
Boulder 



911 Center, Helena 
Open House 





Educational Events for Children 



  

   

Traffic Safety Day - Capitol Rotunda, Helena 
Hosted 2 Classes of 1st Grade Students 
Governor Bullock Reads “I’m Safe in the Vehicle” 



 
Traffic Safety Day 
Capitol Rotunda, Helena 

Annual Safety Fair 
Hosted 2 Classes of 1st 

Whitehall 
Grade Students 



 Child Safety Seat Check Up Events 



 Murdoch’s, Helena Target, Helena 



 Hooper Park, Lincoln Costco, Helena 



 Ready Made & Fill In Event Fliers 
NHTSA 
Traffic Safety Marketing 



Fitting Stations & 
Child Safety Seat Distribution    
Programs 



 

   
 

 

Individual 
One-on-One 
Appointments Goal is to 

have the 
In your Office, Children 
Lobby, or all present. 
outside with 
family at Will also 
vehicle work with 

Expecting 
May be parents 
answering 
questions on 
phone 



 

Also work with 

Special Needs Low Birth Weight Safety Seats on School Buses 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Free Child 
Safety Seat 
Distribution 
Programs to 
Families with 
an Income 
Barrier & High 
Risk Families 

Need a funding 
source or 
partners for 
seats 



Social Media 
Local Media 
Newsletters 
Billboards 









 Large or Small 
Format Ready Made 
Items 



 
Tri-County Buckle 
Up Montana 
Facebook Page 



 Video’s to Share on 
Webpages 



Billboard, Helena 



 

Saved by the Belt 
Awards Presentation 
Montana Highway 
Patrol Headquarters, 
Helena 

Newsworthy-Invite 
Reporters 

Exposure of Positive 
Outcome 



Resources 





 

  

   

NHTSA-National Highway Traffic Safety Admin.https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/child-safety 

Traffic Safety Marketing https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-materials/child-safety 

MDT-Montana Department of Transportation 
Erin Root, Occupant Protection & Child Passenger Safety Program 
Planner: 406-444-0809, or eroot@mt.gov 

I’m Safe: Child Passenger Safety Products https://www.imsafe.com/products/results/car_safety 

CHOP-Children’s Hospital of Pennsylvania https://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/car-seat-safety-kids 

Free Video-A Crash Course in Child Passenger Safety 
National CPS Certification https://cert.safekids.org/ 

mailto:eroot@mt.gov
https://cert.safekids.org
https://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/car-seat-safety-kids
https://www.imsafe.com/products/results/car_safety
https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-materials/child-safety
https://Admin.https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/child-safety


 

 

  

 

 

What can Health Departments Do? 
• Identify Staff who can get Certified as a 

Child Passenger Safety Technicians (4 Day/32 Hour Course) 

• Develop a Safety Seat Distribution Program & Process 

• Educate during Contacts with Families 

• Utilize WIC visits/Immunizations to discuss Safe Transportation 

• Early Childhood Development Programs 

• Well Baby Checks or Home Visiting Nurses 

• Injury Prevention Staff 

• Display the CHOP Video in waiting rooms 



 
 

 

 

A Healthier 
Montana 

From a Public Health 
Perspective, injuries are 
understood to be a preventable 
problem, with identifiable risk 
and protective factors and 
proven mitigation strategies. 



  

 

  
 

 
   

What does this program look like during 
our current state of COVID 

Remote Education or In Person 

• It is safe to perform one-on-one 
Child Safety Seat Checks 

• Follow all your current safety 
protocols 

• Let your families know what to 
expect ahead of time, such as that 
face masks will be required 

• There are tools available for remote 
Child Safety Seat Checks-Digital 
Checklist forms 

Virtual Classes 

• There are platforms to conduct 
Virtual Classes, such as Zoom 

• There are Helpful Tools for CPS 
Technicians to show Videos and/or 
PowerPoints available for various 
needs and audiences 

• Some questions can be answered 
and information can be provided 
over the phone 



 

  
 

 
 

 

Sound like an uphill battle or too much to take on? 

Contact Erin Root at 
MDT for a list of 

Certified CPS 
Technicians and 

Instructors in your 
area, reach out to 

them for ideas, how 
you can partner, 

support, or start a 
program 

Implement Child 
Passenger Safety 
into your County 

Health 
Improvement Plans 

as part of 
Unintentional Injury 

Prevention-Motor 
Vehicle Crashes: 

Seat Belts and Child 
Safety Seats 

Identify and get 
Staff Trained and 

Certified to Educate 
on Child Passenger 

Safety, Support 
their time, supplies, 

and Materials 



 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME.  
I HOPE I’VE INSPIRED MANY OF YOU TO LOOK 
INTO INCLUDING CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY 

AS PART OF YOUR COUNTY HEALTH 
PROMOTION PROGRAMS  

Tracie Kiesel, Coordinator 

Tri-County Buckle Up Montana 

Lewis & Clark, Jefferson, & Broadwater Counties 

tkiesel@helenaschools.org 

mailto:tkiesel@helenaschools.org
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