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The clinical guidelines must be employed for each covered SUD service for members of all ages. 
An appropriately licensed mental health professional with SUD within the scope of their 
professional license, or a licensed addiction counselor, must certify the member continues to 
meet the criteria for having a SUD annually. The clinical assessment must document how the 
member meets the criteria for having a SUD. The most current edition of the ASAM criteria 
must be used to establish the appropriate level of care for placement into services. 

To be found to have a “Substance Use Disorder (SUD)” a member must have a substance use 
disorder diagnosis from the most current edition of the DSM or ICD as the primary diagnosis. 

 

 


