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contents 
Explore the toolkit page by page or download 
each section by clicking on it below. 

1. Introduction 

2. Mini-Grant Application 

3. Brain Builder Resources 

4. Planning Timeline 

5. Potential Partners 

6. Resource Guide 

7. Games and Activities Guide 

8. Community Outreach 

9. Evaluate and Report 

10. Last words 

https://mtfccla.org/community-outreach/brain-builders-fair/brain-builders-grant-application/
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Section/BrainBuilding.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Section/Planning.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Partners/Prospective-Partners-guide.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Section/Outreach.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Section/GamesActivities.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Section/Outreach.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Section/EvaluateReport.pdf
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Through this toolkit and mini grants, CTF aims to 
support rural students in creating a family fun introduction 
resource fair in their community. CTF is partnering 

The mission of the Montana Children’s Trust 
Fund (CTF) is to strengthen Montana’s families 
and keep children safe from abuse and neglect. 

The factors that lead to child abuse and neglect 
are often the same factors that put families in 
crisis.1 Most cases of child abuse and neglect 
involve poverty, homelessness, food insecurity, 
mental illness, domestic violence, or substance 
abuse. Rural families consistently fight these 
problems at higher rates than their urban 
counterparts, and likewise face higher rates of 
child abuse and neglect.2 

with Family Career and Community Leaders of 
America (FCCLA) because of the organization’s 
focus on the family, value of community service 
and strong presence across Montana. 

Linked within this toolkit is a planning timeline, 
local and state resources, activity guides, 
templates for letters and posters and much more. 
To download all of the resources at once, click here. 

Thank you for exploring this toolkit, using its 
contents, and planning a family resource fair to 
support your community’s families. 

1.Governor Steve Bullock's Protect Montana Kids Commission Report. 2016. 
2. Meeting the Challenge of Child Maltreatment in Rural Areas. Center on Children and the Law. 2015. 

To download all the toolkit 's 
resources at once, click here 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/all-resources/ToolkitMaterials.zip
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2015-2016/Children-Family/Meetings/Aug-2016/aug2016-pmk-final-report.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/child_law/resources/child_law_practiceonline/child_law_practice/vol-34/march-2015/meeting-the-challenge-of-child-maltreatment-in-rural-areas/
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/all-resources/ToolkitMaterials.zip


     
    

    
 

      
     

    
  

 

History will judge us by the 
difference we make in the 
everyday lives of children. 

Nelson Mandela 

Childrenstrust.mt.gov/brainbuilders 

http://www.childrenstrust.mt.gov/
https://Childrenstrust.mt.gov/brainbuilders


   

  
    

   
   

   
    

     
   

  
   

  
  

   
 

   

 

   

     

    

    

    

     

      

    

   

    

   
  

    

 

APPLY FOR A 

MINI-GRANT 

The Montana Children's 

Trust Fund wants to make 

hosting a resource fair 

accessible to all FCCLA 

chapters, no matter their 

size. Up to six mini-grants 

of up to $500 are available 

to help chapters plan, 
carry-out, and evaluate 

their family resource fair. 

Apply for the 
mini-grant HERE 

or go to mtfccla.org/ 
brain-builders 

https://mtfccla.org/community-outreach/brain-builders-fair/brain-builders-grant-application/
https://mtfccla.org/community-outreach/brain-builders-fair/
https://mtfccla.org


      
        

      
       

      
      

    
    

    

  

          
       

           
         

         

  

  

        

  

       
       

     
   

     

       
         

       
       

           
        

            
          

          

   

   

         

   

   

"The littlest among us face big challenges, 
and we can't afford to squander the 
potential of a single child." 

- ZERO TO THREE 

BRAIN BUILDING : SPREAD THE WORD! 
Understanding early child and brain development helps 
everyone better protect against child abuse and neglect and 
support positive early child development. Building strong 
brains means building strong futures and communities. 

Explore the concepts of the Brain Story on the Alberta Family 
Wellness Initiative (AFWI) website. Learn about new insights 
into the brain and how these insights can help us make better 
communities for all children and families. Then share the Brain 
Story at your resource fair and beyond through these materials: 

Brain Story Posters 

Brain Building Basics 

How Brains are Built: Core Story of Brain Development 

Brain Story Powerpoint 

BRAIN BUILDER RESOURCES 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/BrainStory/Brainstoryposters.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/BrainStory/Brain%20Story%20Powerpoint%20(Alberta%20Family%20Wellness%20Institute.zip
https://www.albertafamilywellness.org/resources/video/how-brains-are-built-core-story-of-brain-development
https://youtu.be/WQNm4ASB7iY


 
         

         
 

        
      

     
          

         

       

         

P L A N N I N G T I M E L I N E 
Planning is bringing the future into the present so that 

you can do something about it now. - Alan Lakein 

ACCESS A RESOURCE FAIR PLANNING CHECKLIST HERE. 
ACCESS A TIMELINE TO HELP DEVELOP YOUR WORKPLAN HERE. 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/ExamplePlanningTimeline.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Planning/Planning-Timeline.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Planning/planning-checklist.pdf


 

 
  

   
  

     

   
  

  
  

  

  
   

    
   

     

   
   

   
   

POTENTIAL PARTNERS 

Statewide, family-serving 
organizations hope to 

extend resources to rural 
communities like yours. 
Invite them to your fair! 

Contact information can 
be found here. 

Example invitations can 
be found here. 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Example%20letters/sample-exhibitor-invitations.docx
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Partners/Prospective-Partners-guide.pdf


 

  
  

 

  
  

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

 
 

           
           

             
            
          

     

 

 
 

 

  
            

            
              

             
           

     

        

 
   

   
  

   
  

 

 

 

   

  
  

  
 

  

 

 

 

  
 

  

  
  

 

  
  

     

RESOURCE GUIDE 
From free legal assistance to childcare scholarships, resources in Montana are here 
to support families in need. Invite family-serving organizations to attend your fair 
using the potential partners guide. If they are unable to come, request or print 
their outreach materials and assign a volunteer to learn about their program, share 
their materials, and be an ambassador for them, connecting your community’s 
families with the support needed. 

01 ParentingMontana.org 

02 
Center for Children, 
Families and Workforce 
Development (CCFWD) 

03 Montana Lifespan Respite 

04 
Montana Kinship 
Navigator Program 
(Grandparents Raising 
Grandkids) 

05 Montana 211 

07 Best Beginnings Child 
Care Scholarships 

08 Montana Parent 
Partner Program 

09 
Human Resource 
Development 
Councils (HRDCs) 

10 
Montana Legal 
Services Association 
(MLSA) 

11 Montana Children's 
Trust Fund 

Safe Sleep Understood.org06 12 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Resources/ParentingMontana_smallcards_8.5x11.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Resources/CCFWD-ParentToolkit.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Resources/ChildCare/BestBeginningsChildcare.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Resources/parentpartnerproject.jpg
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Resources/Lifespan-Respite-Voucher-Brochure2019.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/HRDC-Contact.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Resources/MT211-Flyer.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Resources/CTresources.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Resources/MLSA.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Resources/SafeSleep-EducationalFlyer.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Resources/Understood_InfoPostcard_2019.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Resources/old-grandparentsraisinggrandchildren-factsheet.pdf


    
   

   
 

     

    

   

  

 

It is easier to build 

strong children than to 

repair broken men. 
Frederick Douglass 

Childrenstrust.mt.gov/brainbuilders 

http://www.childrenstrust.mt.gov/


 

    
     
    

   
   

    
      

  

 

 
     

      
     

    
    

     
      

 
 

GAMES AND 

ACTIVITIES 

GUIDE 
Use games and activities inspired 
by brain science to both entertain 
fair attendees and increase their 
understanding of early child 
development. A Brain Builders 
Games and Activities Guide is 
linked to the paint splot below. 

Games & 
Activities 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/BrainBuilder_GamesandActivitiesGuide.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/BrainBuilder_GamesandActivitiesGuide.pdf


     
     

     
   

 
 

     
      

      
    

COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH 
Effective advertising enables families in 
your community to know about, share, 
and attend your resource fair. Access 
the outreach guide here. 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Outreach/outreach-guide.pdf


 

       
        
        

   

      
        

    

         
         
         

   

        
         

    

EVALUATE To ensure Brain Builder resource fairs serve children 
and families as intended, data must be collected. Click 
the photo above to access data collection tools for 
your resource fair. 

Include evaluation data in your mini-grant report. REPORT Click the photo above to access the report. Email 
mini-grant reports to mlavinder@mt.gov. 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Evaluation/data-collection-sheet.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/childrenstrustfund/documents/BrainBuilderToolkit/Reporting/Reporting.pdf
mailto:mlavinder@mt.gov


    
     

 

     

     

  

 

An ounce of prevention is 

worth a pound of cure. 
Benjamin Franklin 

Childrenstrust.mt.gov/brainbuilders 

http://www.childrenstrust.mt.gov/


 
   

    
    

    
    

   
    

    
      

 

  
    

     
     

     
     

    
     

     
      

 

good luck!
Thank you for dedicating 
yourself and your chapter to 
this project. The time and 
effort you are investing will 
contribute to the success of 
your community’s children and, 
ultimately, the success of your 
community. Keep in touch! Call 
(406) 444-3002 or reach us at 
childrenstrust.mt.gov. 

http://www.childrenstrust.mt.gov/



