


		  	        		      			                 
Minutes
SILC Meeting January 27, 2015
Helena, MT

Members Present; June Hermanson, Mary Olson, Dick Treise, Tom Osborn, Astghik Iknation, Lori Gaustad, Monique Casbeer, Robin Idol, Jim Brown, Michelle Williamson (Robin and Astghik participated via phone)

Staff and Guests Present: Jim Marks, Peggy Williams, Bill Harant, Karie Whitlock, Joe Burst, Bob Maffit, Mike Mayer

The meeting was opened at 9:00 AM by Mary Olson. Roll was taken and a quorum was present. The November minutes were approved with one correction regarding the location of the ADA bus.

Update of Disability Employment & Transitions Division
Jim Marks opened his comments with information regarding the upcoming VR/Blind/IL Town Hall meeting on March 20. He went on to briefly discuss Legislative and budget issues at the state and federal level. Part of this discussion focused on Medicaid expansion and a means test that some legislators have suggested. 

Jim then proceeded with an update on WIOA and what will be taking place within the next few months with the move from the Department of Education to Health and Human Services (RSA to ASL). This included the issue of draft regulations for comment in early spring and a temporary freeze on Part B grant funds as they are transferred to HHS.

Next he spoke about PETS (Pre-Employment Transitions Services) which is a process used to assist students/youth with disabilities transitions from school to post-secondary school life. This will bring changes to how VR and Schools function as youth transition. This will also affect the roll of Montana Youth Transitions. 

Dick Treise commented that OPI will be proposing bills to change the school dropout age to 18 and to change the definition of a pupil. Montana is the only state that does not set the age of a pupil at 21. It is currently 19. Jim M stated that VR will support any changes as it becomes the “gatekeeper” for integrated employment.

The discussion moved to Project Search, which places youth aged 18-21 in hospital training programs.

Budget Update
Karie Whitlock provided a budget update. Her report is attached to these minutes.

Consumer Satisfaction Survey
The Consumer Satisfaction Survey has been completed. About half of the surveys sent out were returned as undeliverable. Bill has sent the survey results to the CILS. He was asked to gather any comments and send them out as well. Dick T suggested that a longitudinal study of surveys be conducted to determine results over the years. Discussion was held regarding revamping the survey to make it more reflective of the needs of the SILC. Tom O. said that ILRU has a webinar for developing surveys and will send the link. He went on to state that CAR results from their NICL survey has increased over the last 6-7 years, probable due to HIPPA. The group then discussed possible ways in which the survey could be conducted, i.e. mail, online, email, etc. The Survey Committee will need to get feedback from the CILS and the SILC as they work on developing a new survey. The committee should try to have the new survey ready by mid-July in order to present it at the August SILC Meeting. The Survey Committee will consist of Mary, Monique Lori, June, and Michelle.

The meeting recessed for a brief break from 10:30-10:45

Veterans Administration
David Wirtz, VA Employment Specialist spoke about VR and IL services that the VA does. He spoke about the requirements for a veteran to receive services. Regarding IL services the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) provides grants to veterans with disabilities to aid in home construction and upgrades to existing homes to make them more accessible. It also helps veterans in need of adaptive vehicles to upgrade an existing vehicle or to procure one. As far as housing and adaptive vehicles he said that 5-10 Montana veterans are helped each year. Congress has place an annual cap of 2500 veterans with disabilities to be served in these areas.

Public Comments
The discussion about services to veterans with disabilities continued during the Public Comment period. It was focused on how state providers can work more closely with the VA to provide better services. 

Jim M remarked that one thing often missing from discussions about disability is the dignity of disability. Lori mentioned that the stigma of mental health is also an issue that is often left out of the conversation.

Mary suggested that members take advantage of training opportunities offered by ILRU and APRIL. Bill will forward information about these opportunities as he receives them, to include the webinar which the SILC was to participate in during this meeting. ILRU and APRIL webinars are usually archived and can be viewed at times after their original airing. June mentioned that there are also training opportunities for youth. Marline Disberg-Ross is a point of contact for much of this information. June will send out access information. 

Michelle stated that she has a resource to provide trained service dogs to veterans.

Jim M wanted to acknowledge the passing of Vice Chair Elizabeth Varnum. The date of her memorial service was given. Mary will get a card to send to the family.

The council broke for lunch at 11:50 and resumed at 12:30. 

APRIL and NCIL Membership
The council held a discussion on renewing APRIL and NCIL memberships. It was moved and seconded to renew membership in these organizations. The motion passed unanimously.



SILC Congress
Bill and Mary reported on their attendance at the SILC Congress. They stated that they found the information gathered there to be enlightening and beneficial. Bill thought, after listening to comments from other states SILC members and staff that Montana was in a pretty good space as far as its relationships between the SILC, state and CILs. He said that the final session covering SPIL evaluations was very informative and will send the webinar information that covered SPIL evaluations out to the SILC.

VR Council
Tom reported that VR is focused on transition services as promoted in WIOA. VR will shift its focus from primarily adult services to youth services and the transition from school to post-secondary school life. 

Committee Reports
SPIL Evaluation, Education and Sheltered Employment haven’t met since the last SILC meeting. Tom said that regarding sheltered employment that he has been attending the SELN meetings. This group is considering community setting and employment issues that will affect sheltered employment. Jim M suggested renaming the Sheltered Employment Committee to focus on competitive-integrated employment. It was decided to rename the committee the Competitive-Integrated Employment Committee.

New Member Nominations
It was decided to forward the following names to Governor Bullock’s office for appointment to the SILC: Rose Mary Hughes, Katelyn Kovich, and Karen Underwood. Bill will do this.

Monique Casbeer volunteered to assume the Vice Chair position. A call was made for further nominations for the position. There being no other nominations the Council voted for Monique to fill the Vice Chair Position. 

CIL Reports
LIFTT: 
· Two new people have been hired. One is a previous employee; the other has strong tribal connections. 
· They have been getting many more referrals. It is believed that the website is drawing much positive attention resulting in more referrals. 
· They are experiencing good collaboration with other agencies in its region. 
· LIFTT is planning on using its accessible van for more outreach come spring

MILP:
· Internal reviews are being conducted
· Several positions have been advertised with more expected to be added in February
· The Helena office is expanding
· Butte and Bozeman staff is starting a Building Young Leaders program based on the BALLS program
· A new peer program is being developed which will focus on advocacy. In conjunction a new peer manual will be implemented.
· Living Well training was completed in December with others scheduled in the near future.
· They are working on contracts with other organizations.
· MILP is also working with Helena on various transportation issues. Accessibleride.org was suggested as a website to assist in this issue.

NCILS
· The history and culture of disabilities seminar is ready for roll out to schools and reservations.
· Working with VR on youth transitions, job shadowing, and work experience. Will be providing payroll services in conjunction with these efforts.
· Working with ASPIRE to address some issues and questions.
· Planning on active involvement of staff and consumers on Legislative Day and testimony on February 5.
· Just completed an independent audit. They noted that there will be additional A133 requirements that other CILs and MYTransitions will need to meet for WIPA.

Summit
· Cosponsoring the Big Sky Documentary Film Festival, February 6-16.
· Doing logistic work for ADA bus tour
· Looking toward developing youth transition programs. May put that coordination in a separate downtown Missoula work space.
· Probably will be moving the Ronan office to a larger space. Hope to have the location finalized in the next 2-3 weeks.
· Joel has been working on lobbying issues in Helena.
· Noted that self-directed care has become more complicated under the new ACA requirements.

Money Follows the Person
Tracy Clark and Hazel Noonan provided an update on Money Follows the Person along with information on how someone would be able to use the program. They also provided copies of the MFP Training Manual for any who were interested. Regional transition counselors are being trained. Since the program became fully operational in August there have been 77 referrals, 15 transfers and 2 individuals are due to transfer shortly. As a result of statewide educational efforts referrals are coming fast and are on the verge of exploding. They also discussed MFPs struggles and successes. The MFP website link was also provided to those in attendance. Montana is using MFP to move people out of a number of different institutions. Most other states are focused primarily on moving people out of nursing homes. 

Legislative Day
Information was provided on the training and what would be taking place during Legislative Day on Jan. 28.

There being no further business the meeting was ended at 3:00 PM.
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