
                                          

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SILC Meeting Minutes

May 20-21, 2014 


Wilderness Room, Colonial Building 


Members Present:  Dick Trerise, Astghik Iknatian, Elizabeth Varnum, Tom Osborn, Mary Olson, Lori 
Gaustad, Courtney Damron, Troy Spang, June Hermanson, Jim Brown, Michelle Williamson 

Guests and Staff Present: Julie Clay, Bailey, Kathy Brook, Peggy Williams, Jim Marks, Bob Maffit, 
Tami Hoar, Mary Taylor, Mike Mayer, Kelly McNurlin 

May 20, 2014 
June Hermanson called the meeting to order.  Introductions were made, and new members Elizabeth 
Varnum and Lori Gaustad were welcomed.  The minutes from February were approved. 

Update of Disability Employment and Transitions Division—Jim Marks, DETD Administrator 
Jim talked about activities on the federal level, starting with the reauthorization of the Workforce 
Investment Act, which contains the Rehabilitation Act.  The Senate version may be approved as early as 
May 20 [Note: it wasn’t]. Senate staffers have been working with the House so that everyone is in 
agreement and things can move quickly.  Some of the changes from the current law and from earlier 
versions include: 
 VR will stay in the Department of Education 
 IL will move to the Department of Health and Human Services 
 IL-Older Blind will stay in the Department of Education 
 There will be a compromise in section 511 (subminimum wages) 
 The Rehabilitation Services Administration commissioner will still be appointed by the president 
 Standards for counselors will be lowered to no longer require a master’s degree plus the ability to 

sit for the Certified Rehabilitation Counselor exam 

The Rehabilitation Services Administration is also considering a different way to provide technical 
assistance to states.  Currently, there are ten regional Technical Assistance and Continuing Education 
centers across the country.  These centers understand the regional differences among states, and they can 
tailor their help to the unique needs of their regions.  The federal government has not yet announced what 
the centers will look like after their current contracts expire this year.  Montana has been happy with the 
services received by its regional TACE center. 

In addition the president recently signed an executive order which provides affirmative action guidelines 
for federal contractors regarding individuals with disabilities.  This will apply to all federal contractors; 
the state of Montana has determined that it does not apply to state government workers. 

On the state side, Vocational Rehabilitation and Blind Services recently went to a prioritized waiting list, 
called order of selection. Federal rules state that when the state does not have enough money to serve all 
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eligible people, it must serve the most significantly disabled people first.  As of the meeting date, about 50 
people are on the waiting list for services.  Clients currently in a plan are not affected. 

The executive planning process is under way. This is the method that the governor uses to set his 
proposed budget for the next biennium. Agencies are allowed to ask for funding for needed programs, 
and the Governor decides which projects he would like to fund.  Some of the areas that VRB asked for 
additional funding for include to (1) serve everyone—that is, to not have a waiting list; (2) increase the 
budgets for Montana Youth Leadership Forum and Montana Youth Transitions; and (3) increase the 
Centers for Independent Living funding. 

SILC Nominations 
The SILC nominations committee recommended Robin Idol and Monique Casbeer for new members to 
the SILC, and a motion passed to that effect.  The next step is to forward the recommendation to Jim 
Marks, DETD Administrator who will forward it on to the director’s office.  After it is approved there, it 
will go to the governor’s office. 

Another vacancy was created when Jerry Clark, recently appointed SILC member, had to resign because 
he took a job with North Central IL center. The SILC must have a majority of members who are not 
employed by a center for independent living and who are not state employees.  The nominations 
committee is looking for a replacement for him.  The SILC voted to expand the SILC membership by two 
members, because the SILC is currently over on the number of CIL employees.  The nominations 
committee will be meeting to recruit new members. 

Budget 101 
Karie Whitlock, DETD budget analyst, gave an overview of the budgeting process including accounting 
basics, funding sources, and budgeting tools. 

Karie also went over the current IL budget spreadsheet that was sent out earlier.  This spreadsheet shows 
that IL may not spend all of its Part B funding this year. 

State Employment Leadership Network—Kelly McNurlin, Developmental Disabilities Program 
During lunch, Kelly talked about the State Employment Leadership Network (SELN).  This group is 
composed of members from Developmental Disabilities Program (DDP), DDP providers across Montana, 
Office of Public Instruction, Vocational Rehabilitation and Blind Services, Job Services, 
parents/advocates, and others. Integrated employment, including competitive employment, supported 
employment, and group supported employment, is the goal.  DDP is shifting its focus on integrated 
employment with the expectation that individuals CAN and SHOULD work after high school; 
coordinating more between key agencies such as Vocational Rehabilitation and Blind Services, Office of 
Public Instruction, and Department of Labor; establishing some standardization of training for 
employment support specialists; and viewing sheltered workshops as an acceptable pathway (not the final 
outcome) to community employment. 

Julie Clay discussed other states which had converted from sheltered workshops to integrated 
employment.  Most notable is Vermont, which has moved from sheltered employment for people with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities to community placements.  Suggestions for states wanting to 
close their sheltered workshops include: (1) eliminate sheltered workshops in stages; (2) involve 
stakeholders and maintain open communication; and (3) have a clear goal in mind.  The SPIL Evaluation 
Committee will come up with “next steps” and bring to the August meeting. 
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SPIL- State Plan for Independent Living 2014-16 
The SILC discussed how to revise Goal Four, Objective One in the SPIL.  This objective related to the 
SILC conducting a legislative candidate survey, and the Department of Public Health and Human 
Services said it was not allowable. The SILC still wants to do outreach and education, but needs to be 
more specific.  A motion was made to have the objective read:  The SILC will develop educational 
materials to be disseminated in order to educate policy makers and consumers on disability history and 
the definition of IL.  Elizabeth, Mary, Michelle, and Jim were appointed to an ad hoc committee to 
develop specific ideas, and they will report back at the August meeting.  Julie will send the language to 
RSA. 

Spending Plan for SILC Resource Plan 
It appears that there will be some extra Part B grant funds at the end of the year.  The estimated cost of 
two SILC meetings (May and August) is $16,971, which leaves about $4,000 of Part B funds in the grant.  
The SILC discussed ideas for spending it—it must be spent by September 30, 2014.  A motion was made 
to spend the money on outreach and the video that Dick showed and it passed.  The executive committee 
will review the decision in July. 

Town Hall Meeting and CIL Equalization Funding Definition 
The town hall meeting was held March 28 by web-ex, and the last portion was devoted to comments on 
equalization. The final comments and reports were sent to the SILC members and CIL Directors.  Some 
SILC members thought that the publicity for the equalization part of the town hall meeting was not 
adequate. Definitions for equalized funding for the CILs were discussed. Mike Mayer had come up with 
some edits, which were accepted by the SILC.  Julie will send out a copy of Mike’s edits, and the changes 
will be made.  Julie will submit the equalization definition changes and the changes to the SPIL objective 
to RSA by May 30, 2014. 

Public Comments 
There were no public comments. 

The meeting adjourned for the day at 3:30 pm. 

May 21, 2014 
June gave a Good Morning welcome to all. 

Training Video 
Dick Trerise, an OPI employee and SILC member, presented a two-part video (“The Great Fight for 
Disability Rights”) showing the history of the IL Movement and the fight for disability rights, featuring 
some of the key events that have taken place since 1945. Some of the featured issues were of access into 
buildings and public transportation, which have been on-going issues. It showed that for many years, 
people with disabilities have been working towards equal rights and the ability to govern their own lives 
and participate in society like everyone else.  Dick mentioned that this video is available to use for 
training. 

VR Council Update- Tom Osborn 
Tom, IL Representative to the VR Council, reported the VRC has decided to try and include more   
 community activities in their state 704 report.  Other topics of discussion during that meeting  were: 
employment, PCA care, telecommunications, transportation and the Vermont Model.     
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IL Task Forces Updates – Tom Osborn 
The Task Forces are the working committees of the Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC).  June 
requested that each new SILC member choose at least one of the task forces’ to join and become an active 
member. Tom will send Julie a copy of the task force meeting minutes to forward to all SILC members.  
Tom mentioned getting involved with your local CIL and being a member of the SILC will also help to 
develop a partnership and increase the communication.  

Tom reported that he and Mike Mayer were the co-chairpersons of the Legislative/Advisory Task  Force 
which meets every two weeks.  The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 28.  

Astghik Iknatian requested a list of the various task forces and their chairpersons’ with meeting days be 
sent to all SILC members.  Julie said that this list was available on the SILC website.   

Mike Mayer, Self-Determination Task Force, chairman, mentioned that this committee meets every other 
Wednesday at 1:30pm alternating with the Legislative/Advisory meeting. This task force has been 
working on how waivers are funded to help people with disabilities to live independently in their own 
homes, providing better personal care assistance, income/resources spend down to help people with 
disabilities qualify for Medicare and the Montana Olmstead Act. 

Michelle Williamson, Native American Task Force co-chairperson, stated that this task force had been 
working to develop brochures to help share information and attract interest.  They are also trying to help 
with housing for people with disabilities on reservations.  Troy Spang, co-chairperson mentioned that a 
Stand Down event would be taking place in August or September in the Glendive area for disabled 
veterans. Bobbie Becker Walstead of LIFTT is the contact person.   

Tom Osborn, reported that a car rental tax is being discussed to create revenue for accessible 
transportation. The communities involved would need to have matching dollars to implement this 
program.  

June suggested inviting all of the task force chairs to attend the August SILC meeting with a one hour 
timeframe for presentations. This will also help to build a positive partnership between the task forces and 
the SILC and CILs.  Julie is the staff person for the SILC and she will be setting up the meeting dates, 
taking the minutes and helping the groups to implement their ideas.    

Money Follows the Person and Community Choice First Option Updates – Mike Mayer 
Money Follows the Person (MFP) is a federal grant to help move people from nursing homes back into 
their own communities. There is an advisory council for this group and Mike Mayer is on this council. 

Community First Choice Option (CFCO) allows more self-control and self-direction of services for 
people with disabilities. Needs and services are a choice.  Community involvement is needed to help with 
emergency response assistance during medical emergencies and during yard hazards such as: fallen trees, 
leaf, snow and ice removal.  A provider training will take place in Missoula June 11-12, 2014.  

National Council on Independent Living Topics -Tami Hoar, Representative for Region 8 
Tami has been on the board for almost a year.  She reported that she had attended a conference in 
Washington, D.C. where the idea of revamping the 704 reports for CILs and SILC had been discussed.  
There is a need to show real outcomes rather than just numbers. Tami mentioned that  NCILS is working 
with veterans and their suicide hotline also the reauthorization of Bill 1358.  
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Update on MYLF and MYTransitions Programs - June Hermanson, Program Director 
The MYTransitions Conference will be held November 5-7, 2014 in Missoula and the registration forms 
are available online.  

CIL Directors Special Projects 
Summit- Mike Mayer reported that Darren Larson and Justice Enders have been working to   

               increase visitability in Missoula. A bill has been passed to provide an incentive for builders
               to provide visitability features when building new construction.  Summit also participates with a   

local non-profit network where matching funds are available. The Hamilton office wrote a   
               grant for an arts and crafts project to feature Friday activities and provide outreach into the  

community. 

NCIL-  Tom Osborn is working with DETD office on a collaborative project based on the   
Minnesota project to provide, Living Well with a Disability classes to both VR and IL clients.    

               Staff will be working together to provide soft skills to clients. Tom is working with Tammy 
               Hogan, Great Falls VR, and they are introducing these ideas to their staff.  

MILP- Bob Maffit is working to partner with other centers to provide better orientation of  
 mobility services in school settings, accessible taxi services and other transportation issues,   

              also working with HUD on housing options and accessible modifications for new homes.  

New SILC Members and Committee Assignments:  
Elizabeth Varnum and Lori Gaustad said that they would let Julie know which task force/committee they 
would like work with before the next SILC meeting in August.   

The meeting adjourned at 11:30.  The next meeting will be August 19-20, 2014 in Helena.  
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