Montana Statewide Independent Living Council

Meeting Minutes
May 15, 2019

Present: Members: Scott Birkenbuel, Jen Cleland, Julie Lane Tudor, Leeanne
Beers, Carlos Ramalho, Monique Casbeer, Scott Williamson

Staff: Bill Harant, Anna Gibbs, Sheri Vukasin, Chanda Hermanson-
Dudley

CIL Directors: Tom Osborn, Mike Mayer, Bob Maffit, Jen Cleland

Guest: June Hermanson

1. Welcome

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 AM. Scott welcomed everyone. A motion was
made and seconded to approve the January minutes. They were approved unanimously.

SILC Business Report: Bill spoke about Montana Joining Community Forces and SILC
Congress (also attended by Scott and Carlos). At SILC Congress attendees were told that
the Administration for Community Living (ACL) is beginning their site reviews. Bill, Scott
and Carlos were able to meet Corrina Styles and Regina Bly from ACL and discuss a
number of SILC issues including the SPIL extension and changes to the SPIL instrument.
Carlos said that for him SILC Congress had good and bad points. Bad in that SILCs are not
getting enough education and training. He also said that at SILC Congress and our
meetings he would like to see people slow down and be more personal. He would also
like to learn more about roles within the SILC. June stated that she could help him with
this. Carlos was also invited to LIFTT to learn more.

Legislative and Rally Days were combined this year as the dates we were given were too
late in the session to accomplish goals. The earliest the Capitol Rotunda can be reserved
for the next session will be in January 2020.

Jen requested a list of SILC member requirements.

SILC Budget Report: The budget form is evolving. Shari explained the parts of it. It will
be attached to these minutes.
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Public Comments: None

2. Task Force Reports

The Self Determination Task Force: Members were very involved in the legislative
session. A list of Legislative Actions is being prepared and will be distributed when it is
available. They are also preparing a legislative priority list to address issues such as
accessible parking, medicare, etc. The Disability Integration Act (DIA) is being discussed
and our congressmen are being approached about sponsorship. Electronic Visit
Verification (EVV) continues to be an item of discussion, especially the privacy issues
that are contained within the legislation. As we move toward another election cycle
REV-UP the Vote will be promoted in communities. A discussion about the accessible
parking bill took place. Scott Williamson spoke about police in Ronan ticketing violators.
A main component of the parking bill addresses the access aisle along side of the
parking space. People often park in this aisle, making it impossible to deploy wheelchair
lifts. Current law doesn’t specifically address this, and enforcement is minimal.

Legislative Advocacy Task Force: They continue to provide opportunities for all of the
task forces to come together to address issues. They meet every other Wednesday,
opposite the Self-Determination Task Force.

The Transportation Task Force: During the legislative session they worked on getting
the ADA parking bill passed and will continue to do so in the next session. On the federal
level they are addressing issues in the Highway Bill. They want representative to have
more say in how highway funds are distributed. The Bike-Pedestrian and State
Transportation Improvement plans are out for comment. Aviation Fuel Allocation plan is
also being considered. For the first time the state will have a transportation interim
committee.

Community Living Task Force: They are regrouping from the legislative session. They’ll
be working on the strategic plan and looking at restoring the housing bridge fund. Other
bills they will be working on for the next legislature include ADA parking, service animal
issues, and community access. They are also working on housing visitability. Members
will be attending the Housing Conference in Billings.

Youth and Employment: Cara Wherley has passed away. Travis Hoffman will take over
as facilitator of this task force. There will be a transition fair in Miles City. In April there
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was a YODA (Youth Opening Doors through Advocacy) meeting in Region 5. They
promoted HB 292, unfortunately it didn’t pass. Montana Disability Rights in looking for a
new attorney. PLUK is struggling financially and has laid off some staff. The Montana
Youth Transitions Conference will be held in Helena in November. There was some
discussion about a transition fair in a rural community.

Mike spoke briefly about Cara Wherley’s passing and the effect it had on Summit. At a
meeting yesterday Travis sat in to help with the transition.

Baker had a MYLF Mini last week.

Native American Task Force: Suicide prevention continues to be a focus. The task force
is reaching out to the Tribal Legislative Committee but has been unsuccessful thus far.
They are also developing marketing materials for the task force. The Mission Statement
for the task force still needs work. They are struggling to recruit new members.

3. CIL Reports:

LIFTT: Things are going ok. Most of the staff have had the flu. One staff member had a
stroke but has since returned to work. They are having a tough time with self-direct
referrals. Medicaid is not approving the referrals. They have had a tough month
financially. There is a new member on the board that they are excited about. An MSU
professor is also being recruited. Movin’ On is being held in Billings at MSU-B. One staff
member is working on Peer Support certification with Meg Tracey. The training also
includes information on accessibility ambassidors. The All of Us Campaign Bus will be
coming to Billings in July. It will be at Rimrock Mall. This is the second year that LIFTT
has been involved in this campaign. Last week was the giving campaign. LIFTT raised
$400 for their art program.

A discussion was held about the decrease in available funding for the Self-Direct
Program. Mike said that summit has seen a significant loss in funding. Tom said that
NCILS has had a higher number of referrals, but a drop in available hours. MILP is seeing
an increase of consumer but a drop in service hours.

MILP: They had a self-direct audit and did well. They are also participating in the All of
Us Campaign. Additionally MILP has been conducting accessibility walk audits and has
had the Helena city planners in the office for a discussion about accessibility issues. The
walk audits are having a positive effect on business and the community. In Bozeman
MILP participated in giving day last Tuesday. There has been a change over in



Meeting Minutes, May 15, 2019
Page 4

Independent Living Specialist staff. Several folks from MILP will be attending the NCILS
Conference. Scott B will provide the proxy vote for the SILC.

NCILS: Several staff have gone to New Orleans for training. There has been a pretty high
referral rate for self-determination and other activities related to SSA benefits. A new
employee has been hired to address youth transitions. They are working with local
schools on this. The focus has been on youth transitioning out of high school. This is
being done as part of their fifth core service. they have been working with a county
commissioner who is also on the state Work Force Board to address competitive
integrated employment. They have developed an activity for the Work Force Board for
their June meeting. A CR Provider from Vermont is coming to discuss Vermont’s
transition from sheltered workshops to competitive integrated employment. This is
being done to encourage the Work Force Board to take a leadership role in moving to
competitive integrated employment. Consumers from NCILS were involved in many
legislative activities. They did see some activity on competitive integrated employment
but also experienced a struggle with OPI’s funding attachment. Momentum is growing in
the state and nationally for the phase out of 14c certificates. On June 14" there will be a
discussion on this at the Work Force Board meeting in Billings. NICLS has opened a new
office in Conrad. They are also participating in the All of Us Campaign and conducting
walk audits.

Summit: They are also participating in the All of Us Campaign. The All of Us Journey bus
will be at Caras Park in Missoula, July 15-17. Summit will have a table at this event. The
ADA Community Picnic and bike clinic will be July 9t" at Fort Missoula. BALLS classes
have been completed in most of the high schools. In Hamilton Summit held a semester
long class on transitions. They continue to work with VR on transitions as well. On May
20t there will be a transition fair in Kalispell. Living Well and other classes continue to
be offered as well as workshops. Summit is getting closer to identifying a location to
build a new center. They are looking at costs and working with architects on this project.
There have been some significant staff changes. Jude Monson has retired, and Cara
Wherley has passed away. Former board member Bob Liston has also passed.

4. DETD Update: Chanda provided an update on the Order of Selection. There are about
2,900 individuals currently on the waiting list. Category 1 makes up about 1200 of that
number. The date of the VR application determines placement location on the list. To
date about 130 people have moved from the list to active VR clients. During the
legislature DPHHS has 117 FTE cut from its roster. Of those 15 were in VR. This was later
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changed to 8 FTE. They are waiting to see how this plays out. MTAP is funded through a
$.10 phone tax. They have been waiting for years for a federal bill to come through and
so the account for this program has reached about $4 million. The legislature will be
accessing this account to provide $400, 000 per year to Supported Employment during
the biennium. Mental Health will receive $2.8 million. There will also be a .0091%
provider rate increase. Chanda thanked the Council for its support during the legislative
session. The legislators listened to the disability community. Anna Gibbs is the new
Programs Bureau Chief. She has worked for VR for the past 15 years. RSA conducted a
monitoring visit about 2 weeks ago. The process of preparing for this visit took 3
months.

5. Nominations: The SILC is currently out of compliance with its membership. There is a
strong need for new members. Currently there are only 7 out of 14 positions filled.

6. Succession Planning A discussion was held about succession planning. ILRU has archived
webinars for training on this. Some discussion was held and the Council generally felt
that this was a good idea.

7. SPIL: Bill has sent the updated SPIL to ACL. He is waiting to see if it is accepted.

8. Town Hall: The VR/IL Town Hall will be held May 215 via teleconference. Each of the VR
offices will have space for people to attend.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM. There will be
no meeting tomorrow.

Next meeting: August 7-8 at LIFTT in Billings.
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