


		  	        		      			                 
Minutes
SILC Meeting November 18, 2014
Teleconference

Members Present; June Hermanson, Mary Olson, Dick Treise, Tom Osborn, Astghik Iknation, Elizabeth Varnum, Lori Gaustad, Monique Casbeer, Robin Idol

Members Absent: Michelle Williamson, Jim Brown

Staff and Guests Present: Jim Marks, Peggy Williams, Bill Harant, Karie Whitlock, Joe Burst, Bob Maffit

The meeting was opened at 9:00 AM by June Hermanson. Roll was taken and a quorum was present. The approval of the August minutes was delayed until after lunch in order to allow time for the members to read them.

A deviation from the published agenda was made because Jim Marks was delayed in coming to the meeting.

Update on SILC business 

Bill gave a report on the progress of the Governor’s Report. He is gathering some demographic data and is still waiting for some narratives from the CILs before the report can be completed.

Karie then gave a report on the budget. The report is attached to these minutes. Because of the continuing resolution the entire FY15 grant has not been received from the federal government but should be once the federal budget is approved.

Update of Disability Employment & Transitions Division

 Jim Marks spoke at length about the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) and its impacts for the Division. IL programs will soon be moving from the Department of Education to the Department of Health and Human Services. Some of the other programs from RSA will be moving as well. fifth core services have been added to the SPIL requirements. These services are focused on transitions of youth from secondary school to post-secondary life as well as others transitions from nursing homes and institution to independent living.

The draft regulations being developed for implementation of WIOA are scheduled to be published in mid- January 2015. After a 60 day public comment period the final regulations will be published in June 2015 and will go into effect in January 2016. 

Money coming into Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) for IL services may remain with IL even if a different Designated State Entity is chosen by the SILC. That decision will need to be made by the SILC before the new SPIL is published in 2016. 

There remains much uncertainty in VR, and RSA has not yet been able to provide solid answers to questions about WIOA and the upcoming changes. In many ways WIOA micromanages IL programs and puts IL in the position of having obligations without guidance for meeting them. 

A new requirement of WIOA is that 15% of VR funding must be spent on pre-employment transitions. As such MYTransitions will be increased and VR counselors will provide more services in schools. 

Some changes in VR include a heavy emphasis on competitive and integrated employment and the move away from sheltered employment. VR will also be required to serve businesses and will need to develop new relationships to accomplish this. Under WIOA,  Assistive Tech and NIDAR will join the move to HHS, however IL for Older Blind will remain with RSA under the Department of Education.

In Montana the Governor’s draft budget is out with the final version due December 15. Under this budget Governor Bullock is calling for a re-examination of Medicare expansion, with public enterprise oversight. There may be opposition in the Legislature as its Republican membership is calling for Medicaid reform before addressing expansion. Another Legislative issue that will be heavily discussed is the Montana Development Center in Boulder. As for the Division budget not much change is seen. There are a few other issues that the Division will be watching as well.

APRIL Conference

Mary reported that there were 350 participants, 70 of them were youth. The ADA Road to Freedom Bus was there and will be in Montana in July. Robin asked how youth are invited to the conference. Mary explained that most come through Youth Leadership Forums such as MYLF and as sponsored young people from CILs.	

NCIL Conference

Joe reported on his participation in the NCIL conference. There were approximately 400 attendees. The Montana delegation was able to sit down with all 3 Congressmen, a first. ADAPT attempted to piggyback a protest march to the Senate offices on the NCIL forum, however it was quickly dispersed by the police. The highlight of the conference was the honoring of Retiring Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, for his work on The Convention of Rights for People with Disabilities (CRPD) treaty.

Committee Reports

SPIL Evaluation: The committee is piecing together what has been done with the Goals and Objectives. Under WIOA a majority (51%) CIL Directors will now have to sign off on the SPIL in addition to the SILC Chair and DSU Director.

Education: Promotional items have been received and distributed to the CILs. They were well received at the MYTransitions Conference. The SILC brochure will be sent to the printers shortly. A discussion was had about whether to continue the committee. It was decided that the committee would remain in effect but it would move from weekly to monthly meetings.

Sheltered Employment: The committee would like to send a Survey Monkey survey to the sheltered workshops in the state to initiate a discussion about future changes to their structure. It is hoped that the questions in the survey would help the sheltered workshops understand that they would be challenged on this issue. To move forward with this the committee will need action by the SILC. A discussion followed regarding the request. Jim Marks provided information on how WIOA and 5th core services will impact sheltered employment. He also clarified who certifies employers for sheltered workshops and sub minimum wage employment. A motion was put forward to support the development and use of a Survey Monkey survey and seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Nominations: Bill reported on the SILC applications received by his office.  He will need to check with the Governor’s office to find out who they have received applications from and attempt to contact applicants who need to complete one or the other applications for the SILC. Several SILC members stated that they had given out applications and instructions for applying on the Governor’s Boards website and would follow up with those to whom applications had been given. A discussion was held about prioritizing the applicant list to be sent to the Governor’s office. It was decided only to prioritize the application from a youth as the SILC needs a youth member. Since there have been few applications from the Hi-line, the members were asked to reach out to potential applicants from that part of the state.

Election of Officers

Bill announced a slate of members who had volunteered to have their names entered into the nominations for officers. They are: Mary Olson, Chair; Elizabeth Varnum, Vice Chair; and June Hermanson, Secretary. The floor was then opened for other nominations. There being none, the nominations were closed. A motion was introduced to accept the slate for election as officers. The motion was seconded. There being no further discussion, a vote was called. The slate was elected unanimously.

Bill was then asked to provide a list of members whose term will end in December 2015. He will do so after the meeting.

ADA 25th Anniversary

Mary asked what activities were being planned for the state. Tom responded that the ADA Road to Freedom Bus will be present at several events throughout the state. It will be in Billings July 2, Great Falls and Butte July 3 and Missoula July 4, 2015. The events are still being organized and the CILs are involved. It was suggested that SILC members join in the planning in order to promote the SILC. It was requested that a master list be developed of events and that it be posted on the SILC web page. The Legislative Committee was also asked to provide information on any events being developed by the Legislature.

Youth Transitions

June reported that there were 125 registered attendees, but that 215 attended the luncheon on Thursday. A bus from Hamilton came with 22 students and one from Big Sky came with 55 students. Verbal feedback was positive. The results of the questionnaire are still being assembled. A number of parent/child groups reported positive experiences. There are several regional youth transition groups that are getting up and running. Great Falls is going and Miles City is getting started. There are others as well.

VR Council Update

The VR tiers have been opened for order of selection. The council has held discussions on WIOA and youth transition services. With all the changes from WIOA it will be some time before things begin to straighten out.

CIL Reports

NCILS: They are putting together a seminar on youth involvement with a focus on history and culture of the disability movement. The seminar will be used develop a program to take to schools. NCILS is working with Isaac Baldry in Region 1 to integrate the material. The program will be used to facilitate dialog and develop points of contact with the schools. An individual process to aid youth in transitioning is also being developed. Job shadowing, soft skills and other areas youth would like to pursue are some of the subjects they are working on. They are working on recruiting youth to help present the training. Mary stated that she is updating the material presented during the youth training conference held in September. 

LIFFT: A seminar was held October 8 to celebrate Disability Employment Month. It was designed to provide education on consumer/employer employment issues. Most attendees were consumers; however the employers who participated expressed a positive experience. They would like to promote increased employment opportunities in the Bakken. LIFFT has developed two new positions and hired personnel to fill them. The positions are an additional IL Specialist and a Peer Program and Transitions Coordinator. Both new employees have strong tribal connections which should prove beneficial. Robin requested additional information for a column she writes about disabilities in her local paper. 

Consumer Satisfaction Survey

Bill commented on the current status of the survey. Mary spoke on her committee’s efforts in changing the survey for next year to better reflect the SILC goals and needs.

Public Comments

Robin expressed her concern that better enforcement needs to be done for those abusing disability parking and blocking curb cuts used by persons with disabilities to cross streets. Bill also stated that education needs to take place for those who have disability placards and license plates in their vehicles but the drivers (who may not themselves have a disability) of which may not be transporting a person with a disability, to not abuse the use of those instruments to the detriment of others who truly need access to those parking spaces.

No other comments were received. 

The meeting adjourned for lunch at 11:30 and called back to order at 12:30

A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the August meeting. The members approved the minutes.

Legislative Advocacy Committee

The committee will be meeting on November 19. They will focus on preparations for the upcoming Legislature and Legislative Day on January 28. The committee is also working on helping to establish the State Olmsted Commission, and Medicaid rebasing.

The committee is also following two bills which will be introduced to the Legislature, both dealing with transportation. One bill will be about a gas tax increase, the other covers issues concerning Transade and formulas on percentages which exclude 5310 providers for whom the original legislation was developed. It will also be concerned with a potential increase in the car rental tax from 4% to 6%. 

A white paper on self-determination is also being developed.

An explanation of Legislative Day was requested and Tom provided such. More information about the events of the day will be forwarded to the members through the IL office. This will include opportunities for the SILC members to participate. 

Other Business

Bill provided the dates for the 2015 SILC meetings which were decided upon at the August meeting. 

Information listed on the webpage was also discussed. Bill will need to see that updates be made now that the web migration has been made.

The determination of the Designated State Entity (DSE) will be placed on the agenda for January’ meeting.

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was entertained. The motion being presented and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 1:10 PM  
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