Meeting Minutes, November 13, 2018
Page 2
Montana Statewide Independent Living Council
Meeting Minutes
November 13, 2018
	Present:
	Members: Scott Birkenbuel, Jen Cleland, Julie Lane Tudor, Leeanne Beers, Barbara Davis, Tracy Carlyon, Carlos Ramalho, Monique Casbeer

Staff: Bill Harant, Chanda Hermanson-Dudley, Sheri Vukasin,
CIL Directors: Tom Osborn, Mike Mayer, Bob Maffit, Jen Cleland
Guest: 

	
	


Welcome
The meeting was called to order at 10:05  
DETD Report: Chanda Hermanson-Dudley is the new interim DETD administrator. She stated that DETD will not be moving to the Dept. of Labor and Industry as was discussed over the last 1 ½ years. Laura Smith has been appointed as the new Deputy Director of DPHHS. She has been the interim director since Bob Runkel left the position. Karen Cantrell has been hired as the new director of the American Indian Health Department. In the Central Office the Programs Bureau Chief position will be posted soon. This position was held previously by Peggy Williams. Upon her retirement it was decided to make the position a Program Manager, however it will be posted as a Bureau Chief once the job description is revised. VR has been hiring Counselor Supervisors. The positions in Bozeman, Great Falls, Havre, Helena and Miles City have been filled. The Kalispell Counselor Supervisor position has been reposted as the person hired for the position resigned. Two new counselors have been hired in Great Falls. There are a number of counselor positions that remain to be filled. In August the Order of Selection (OOS) was opened to 50 individuals on the waiting list. (There are about 2500 on the list currently). 16 individuals could not be contacted or have chosen not to continue pursuit of VR services, so an addition 16 people were contacted. Thus 66 individuals were moved off the OOS waiting list. Supported employment was cut twice in the FY 17 budget cuts, once during the Legislative Session and again during the Special Session. The 25% cut from the Special Session has been restored. Pre-ETS contracts are being signed. There is a new requirement of an SSN and parent’s signature for services. This may result in fewer students participating. Staff is beginning to prepare for the 2019 Sec. 511 reviews. They will need to contact 
SILC Budget Report: We still haven’t the 2019 Part B Notice of Award (NOA). Sheri Vukasin has asked Bill to send budget files to her so that she can create a narrative. She also asked what else the SILC wanted and will work on a better Budget Report. 
SILC Business Report: Bill continues to attend community meetings to stay abreast of events that may impact the SILC. He has been promoting the SILC and recruiting at these meetings. Scott, Bill and Carlos will be attending SILC congress at the end of February.
 Public Comments: None
Task Force Reports:
The Self Determination and Legislative Advocacy Task Forces: They continue meet every other Wednesday. Their focus is currently on the upcoming legislative session. Included in this is getting the budget back to where it was before the cuts. They feel it is important not to let the cuts become normalized. They would also like to see accessible parking issues addressed statewide. The work continues establishing an Olmsted Commission. As this moves forward there is a need to make it more comprehensive than the piecemeal way it has been presented. TransAid and Community Housing are other issues being worked on.
EVV (Electronic Visit Verification) causes continued concern. A letter from Disability Rights Montana has been sent out regarding the privacy issue of EVV. Congress has pushed implementation of EVV to 2020 and Montana will have until 2021 to have it in place. The state put out an RFP for the required equipment but received only two bids. Tracey spoke of her experience with reporting on three staff. She currently still uses paper timecards. 
Carlos asked which party is now in charge of the Montana Legislature (GOP) and where to find good info regarding it. Information was provided and will also be sent to him. Mike is perplexed about the lack of communication from DPHHS (DET excluded). The CILs are organizing a more formalized lobbying effort. Independent living centers in 20-30 states have similar organized lobbying groups. 
Community Living Task Force: Their report was read out and is attached to these minutes.
The Transportation Task Force: Will be following the Transportation bills and especially TransAid. Emergency Preparedness is also an area of concern. Medicaid providers are being asked about the impact the budget cuts have had on services. Nationally such cuts to non-emergency transportation have had an impact on many. The Rural Institute will be conducting a rural transportation survey soon. On December 8 a meeting on transportation and finance will be held to which legislators have been invited. Members of the committee will sit in on the call. Shyla will send Bill more information. MILP is in litigation with the state over the implementation of the TransAid bill.
Youth and Employment: They had their meeting earlier today. Their priorities are getting the graduation age raised to 22. During the Youth Transitions Conference, they will be reaching out to PLUK, VR, the CILs and other agencies for support on this proposed legislation. Montana is one of a two states that does not have graduation to age 22, nor are educational services offered to students 18-22 who have not graduated. DD services are another priority. The next meeting will be December 11th at 10 AM. YETF has reports from 5 regions during these meetings. The Youth Transitions/MAR conference is this week. MYLF minis also continue to be held at various locations around the state.
Native American Task Force: They continue to work on their priority list. They are ordering a booklet from the March of Dimes called “Coming of the Blessing” that addresses pre-natal care. They will be sent to Bill for distribution. During their next meeting, December 4 at 3 PM Kim Spurzem will speak about Suicide Prevention.
August Minutes: A quorum was achieved and a motion to approve the August Minutes was presented. The motion was seconded and then approved as written by the council members. 
Lunch from 11:30-12:30
CIL Reports:
LIFTT: Service delivery is going well. They are having serious Board issues. These are ongoing and have been an issue for years. Jen reviewed the issues surrounding this. She asked the Council for help in solving this. Bob suggested Peer to Peer assistance. Recruitment and training for the Board are necessary as well. Members provided additional advice and resources.
MILP: There have been some changes in management staff. They have been able to recover and continue to move forward. There has been litigation with MT Dept. of Transportation over the management of TransAid. MILP will be joining with the other CILs to examine TransAid as originally written and work on legislation to make changes. In Bozeman they have been working to get after hours transportation services set up like those in Helena. Staff training, and development has been taking place. As a result, they are refocusing on how MILP does business. They are becoming more involved in IL funding and diversifying to improve practices. Signature fundraising is also being developed. MILP has also had some board issues but has successfully overcome them. 
NCILS: No report.
Summit: They are recruiting for IL specialists in Missoula, Ronan, and Kalispell. Things are always moving, and they do not have a slow season. They’re very involved in collective advocacy efforts across the state. As with the other CILs they are preparing for the Legislative session. IL classes in Hamilton continue at the high school. This is the third or fourth year they have been doing this. Students participate in the BALLS program, learn about IL History and Philosophy, and participate in work readiness and soft skills training. They are also taught communication skills through improv. Employers are brought in to talk about various careers. Other high schools in the region have also participated in the BALLS program. At the center Wellness Recovery Action Plan (WRAP) classes are being taught. This is a mental health program. A lot of information and referral is being done. Summit has joined with other groups to address homelessness, and the lack of affordable housing. Advocacy issues addressing Missoula’s Master Plan for sidewalks, curb cuts, etc. are another activity. They are also expressing concerns about round-a-bouts safety for people with disabilities especially the blind. They continue tow work with the city of Missoula on bringing parking into ADA compliance. Travis Hoffman has filed over 60 complaints on out of compliance parking. 
Legislative and Rally Days: Bill explained the events for the members. The dates for these events are March 27th for Legislative Day and April 10 for Rally day. These are later than previous sessions due to the unavailability of the Rotunda earlier in the Legislative session. Mike asked whether lunch would still be viable during Legislative day due to its lateness. The Legislative Advocacy Task Force will take this up. Mike spoke about CIL lobbying efforts. He said that legislators do listen to people with disabilities. He also provided information about the Montana CIL Network Actions Alerts and encouraged Council members to sign up to receive them if they have not already done so.  

PPR and SPIL Development: There will be changes coming to the Program Progress Report (PPR – formerly the 704 Report). The due date for the PPR is pushed back to January 31, 2019. The SPIL will be pushed back a year. SILC Congress will have an in-depth session on the new SPIL instrument. Since the current SPIL will finish this year we will need to select one of two options, either ask for a one-year extension or, if substantial and significant changes need to be made, ask for an amendment. There is a concern about continued outreach to underserved and unserved populations, especially among Native Americans. There is a challenge to engage Native American tribes in IL issues. Can the tribal colleges be brought in to help address this? This may be a goal for the new SPIL.

Other Business: 
Bill asked whether a notetaker could be hired to take notes during the meetings. He is struggling to keep up and still cover the other meeting tasks. A motion to pay for a note taker was made, seconded and passed. 
Scott presented a motion to allow SILC leadership to research resources and investigate how the SILC can assist LIFTT with their board issues and coming into compliance with their GF and Part B Grants. The motion was seconded and approved. Bill, Scott and Jen will meet next Wednesday.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM
[bookmark: _GoBack]Next meeting: January 24-25 in Helena.
