
On November 19, 2014, President Obama signed the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) 

Act of 2014 into law, reauthorizing the child care program for the first time since 1996, and representing 

an historic re-envisioning of the Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) program. The new law makes 

significant advancements by defining health and safety requirements for child care providers, outlining 

family-friendly eligibility policies, and ensuring parents and the general public have transparent 

information about the child care choices available to them.  

Montana is working with providers, partners, and families throughout the state to draft a State Plan to 

submit to our Federal partners regarding how the state will implement the new law. The State Plan is 

required to receive Federal dollars that support Montana’s child care system.  A chart of how Montana 

expends Child Care Development Funds is included below.    

Public Input to the State Plan 

Vital to the implementation of any change, is the input from the providers and families that will be most 

affected. Community forums were held in six (6) cities around Montana in November of 2015 to inform 

the initial draft. A Frequently Asked Questions document 

(http://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/hcsd/documents/ChildCare/CCDFFAQ.pdf) was posted in response to 

the questions heard at the community forums. Following the release of the draft State Plan, a public 

comment period was held in February 2016. This included a public hearing on February 12, 2016.  

DPHHS is in the process of issuing a document in response to the public comment received that pertains 

to the new law and is within the scope of the State Plan. This will be posted on the website by April 1, 

2016.  

The Department appreciates the discussion over the last six months and the input during the public 

comment period. We are in the process of responding to these concerns and comments within 

Montana’s submission of the State Plan. We will submit this plan for Federal approval on March 11, and 

the Montana 2016 – 2018 CCDF State Plan will be adopted and effective June 1, 2016.  

What are the next steps and how can the public stay involved? 

Following Federal approval of the final State Plan, Montana will begin implementing the new law. Some 

things will take immediate effect while others may take up to four years to complete. Many of the 

changes that will be made will involve changes to the Administrative Rule of Montana. Anytime the 

Department changes administrative rule, it is required to ‘notice’ the public of the changes and allow for 

a 28 day public comment period. Providers and interested public members will be informed of the 

proposed changes, where to locate the documents, and how to submit comments. A public hearing will 

also be scheduled and providers and interested public members are encouraged to attend that hearing 

as well.  
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