
Best Beginnings State Advisory Council 
November 13, 2018 8:00- 5:00 

November 14, 2018 8:00-3:00 

 

Delta Hotel Helena, 2301 Colonial Drive, Helena 

Americans with Disabilities Act - The Department of Public Health and Human Services is committed to providing meeting access through reasonable  

accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Please contact the Early Childhood Services Bureau at (406) 444-1788. 

Public Comment - in accordance with 2-3-103 (1), MCA, the Department will hold a public comment period. Please note that this is the public’s opportunity to 

address the work of the Best Beginnings Advisory Council 

 
 

 

 

Tuesday 

November 13, 2018 

Time Agenda Item 

Business of the Council 

Objective: Welcome and Re-Orient members to the council.  

8:00AM -

8:30AM 
Sign-In and Networking 

8:30AM -

9:00AM 
Welcome, Introduction and Council Updates 

Sally Tilleman and Leslie Lee, BBAC Co-Coordinators  

 

Information  and Work of the Council 

Objective: Share Early Childhood updates with stakeholders; receive feedback on key topics; and discuss partnerships 

in Early Childhood. 

9:00AM -

10:00AM 

Healthy Mother’s Healthy Babies 

Brie Oliver, Executive Director 

10:00AM -

10:20AM 
Break/Networking 

 

10:20AM -

11:45AM 

PDG B-5 Grant updates and Questions   

Kirsten Smith, CEO Bloom Consulting  

Future of Preschool in Montana 

Siri Smillie, Education Policy Advisor for Governor Bullock 

11:45PM -

1:00PM 

Lunch Provided  

Networking 

1:00PM -

2:00PM 

Montana Preschool Development Grant 

Tara Ferriter-Smith, Montana Office of Public Instruction, Grant Director 

 

2:00PM- 

2:25PM 

 

Protecting Children from the Effects of Lead in Drinking Water 

Jon Dilliard, Public Water Supply Bureau Chief 

Leigh Ann Holmes,  Licensure Bureau Chief, Quality Assurance Division 

2:25PM -

2:45PM 
Break/Networking 

 

2:45PM -

4:45PM 

Early Childhood Services Bureau 

Patty Butler, Early Childhood Services Bureau Chief 

Child Care Disaster Plan 

Sarah Adams, Best Beginnings Program Specialist 

4:45PM -

5:00PM 
Public Comment and Adjourn 

  



Best Beginnings State Advisory Council 
November 13, 2018 8:00- 5:00 

November 14, 2018 8:00-3:00 

 

Delta Hotel Helena, 2301 Colonial Drive, Helena 

 
 

 

Wednesday 

November 14, 2018 

Time Agenda Item 

Information  and Work of the Council 

Objective: Share Early Childhood updates with stakeholders; receive feedback on key topics; and discuss partnerships 

in Early Childhood. 

8:00AM -

8:30AM 
Sign-In and Networking and Brief Welcome 

 

8:30AM -

9:00AM 

National Governors Association (NGA) Updates 

NGA State Team 

 

9:00AM -

10:20AM 

 

Healthy Montana Families Home Visiting Program Past, Present and What Next? 

Karen Shevlin, Healthy Montana Families, Project Director 

Kaci Gaub-Bruno, Lead Program Specialist 

 

10:20AM -

10:40AM 
Break 

 

10:40AM -

12:15PM 

 

LAUNCH 

Lisa Curry, Project LAUNCH Evaluator 

Darla Dexter,  Young Child Wellness Expert 

 

12:15 PM -

1:15PM 

Lunch Provided  

Networking 

 

1:15PM-

2:00PM 

 

Workgroup follow-up and Communication  

Leslie Lee, ECSB, Child Care 

Sally Tilleman, ECSB, Early Education Manager 

 BBAC Family Engagement Workgroup Update 

 Darla Dexter, Young Child Wellness Expert 

 

 

2:00PM -

2:45PM 

 

Head Start Collaboration Office 

Kathy Rich, Director 

 

2:45PM-

3:00PM  
Public Comment and Closing and Adjourn 
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