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Most outbreaks 
where an agent 

was identified 
were caused by 

Salmonella, particularly those that 
involved multiple states. These links 

were identified because all U.S. states 
perform genetic fingerprinting of 

enteric pathogens and share the results.

Efforts to identify the likely source of a foodborne outbreak have greatly improved in recent years and show that many
outbreaks occur with foods that require no kill step, such as heating or pasteurization, and only proper preparation
techniques, such as avoiding cross contamination, hand washing, not preparing meals while ill
(including food employees) and proper rinsing of produce can prevent many outbreaks that occur
At home and in restaurants. Consumption of undercooked of meat and contamination of other
foods during preparation also contributed to many foodborne outbreaks in Montana.

If the preparation location was a fast 
food restaurant or grocery store, the 
outbreak occurred in multiple states.

VS.

If the preparation location was a 
sit down restaurant, caterer or 
church, the outbreak occurred 
locally only in Montana.

foodborne outbreaks were 
reported to the national outbreak 
reporting system (NORS) between 
1998 and 2014, with a median of 5 
annually. 

Most of the outbreaks occurred in 
spring and summer months.

54

The most commonly 
implicated items 
were raw fruits 
and vegetables, 
followed by meat 
products and dairy.

32% of outbreaks with known location occurred 
in private homes, usually due to a contaminated food 
item or improper preparation, such as cross 
contamination or inadequate temperature.
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*Data retrieved from: wwwn.cdc.gov/foodborneoutbreaks
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