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THE STATE OF SCHOOL NURSING IN MONTANA
A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY OF SCHOOL NURSING SERVICES
APRIL, 2012

In 2008, the Montana Association of School Nurses (MASN) began a grass roots campaign to establish a ratio of one registered, professional school nurse to every 750 students in Montana.  As this ratio is the national standard, MASN conducted a survey of school nurses in Montana to identify the nurse to student ratio in Montana as 1 RN school nurse to 2300 students.  This ratio ranked Montana #45 of 50 states in the country.  In addition, 19 of 56 counties had no school nursing services at all.

Montana School Nurses, acutely aware that healthy students achieve greater success in the classroom, have since advocated mightily for the increased presence of school nurses in every Montana school.

Due to the efforts of Montana school nurses, this issue has been addressed by the Chapter 55 Subcommittee of the Office of Public Instruction.  MASN has submitted proposed rule language that would mandate a statewide 1:750 school nurse to student ratio through the Administrative Rules of Montana.

This current survey of April 2012 has been designed to identify the current ratios of nurse to student in Montana and to compare the data from 2008 to the present time.

Both surveys were conducted and data was collected in its entirety by Montana school nurses.  The data is complete in all 56 counties, in 100% of school districts, and accounts for every nursing hour/year currently being provided.

In 2012, current data indicates a school nurse to student ratio of 1 RN school nurse to 1,985 students.  Montana is now #42 of 50 states.  Unfortunately, at this time, 26 of Montana’s 56 counties have no school nursing services.  98% of Montana students have no RN school nurse or too few school nurses in their county.

Although the health care of children at school is a difficult financial issue to face in a time of fiscal uncertainty, children with health care needs will not be able to make up time lost in the classroom once the economy recovers.

At the present time, Richland County, along with eight other counties in the northeast corner of the state are experiencing a mass influx of students and families due to the Bakken oil field boom.  Schools are stretched beyond capacity and health services are less than minimal.  This is a major concern.
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There is an evidence-based relationship between health and learning.  School districts with school nurses have fewer student absences, decreased dropout rates, and increased graduation rates.  School nurses make a difference. 
The Registered Professional School Nurse
The registered professional school nurse is the leader in the school community to oversee school health policies and programs.  Using clinical knowledge and judgment, the school nurse provides health care to students and staff, performs health screenings, coordinates referrals to the medical home or private health care provider and educates the school community in health care issues.  The school nurse serves as a liaison between school personnel, family, community and health care providers to advocate for health care and a healthy school environment.

The registered professional school nurse coordinates medical care in the school setting, providing equal accessibility for all students in a free and appropriate environment.

The registered professional school nurse is the only individual who is licensed to practice nursing independently in the school setting, creating and implementing individual health plans.  The licensed practical nurse cannot work independently but must work under the supervision of a registered nurse or physician.  
The RN maintains the responsibility for development of the plan of care and strategies for nursing intervention and evaluation.                  

Qualifications of Montana School Nurses

# RN School Nurses in Montana = 104      
43 work full time or 1.0 FTE      

61 work part time

Educational Preparation

Nurse Practitioners = 3                                RN PHN with Bachelor’s Degree = 3

RNs with Master’s Degree = 10                     RN PHN with Associate Degree = 1

RNs with Bachelor’s Degree = 61                  RN PHN with Diploma = 1

RNs with Associate Degree = 14                    RN PHN, Unspecified = 4

RNs with Diploma = 3

RNs, Unspecified = 3

Montana School Nurse Survey Data 2012
	COUNTY
	#RN SCHOOL NURSES (FTE)
	#RN/PHN SCHOOL NURSES (FTE)
	TOTAL # RN (FTE) IN COUNTY SCHOOLS
	# K-12 STUDENTS IN COUNTY (PUBLIC)
	NURSE TO STUDENT RATIO PER COUNTY 2009
	NURSE TO STUDENT RATIO PER COUNTY 2012

	Beaverhead
	0.083
	0
	0.083
	1,200
	 0.15 to 1,214
	0.083 to 1,200

	Big Horn
	2
	0
	2
	2256
	0 to 1,282
	1 to 1,128

	Blaine
	 1    
	 0
	1
	1,210
	1 to 1,030
	1 to 1,210

	Broadwater
	0
	0
	0
	685
	   0 to 704
	   0 to 685

	Carbon
	0.33
	0
	0.33
	1354
	1 to 1,433
	0.33 to 1354

	Carter
	0
	0
	0
	122
	   0 to 142
	   0 to 122

	Cascade
	1.5
	0
	1.5
	11,511
	1 to 11,879
	1 to 7,674

	Choteau
	0
	0
	0
	654
	    0 to 682
	   0 to 654

	Custer
	0
	0
	0
	1,733
	 0 to 1,771
	0 to 1,733

	Daniels
	0
	0
	0
	263
	    0 to 261 
	   0 to 263

	Dawson
	1.315
	0
	1.315
	1,221
	    1 to 828
	   1 to 928

	Deer Lodge
	1
	0
	1
	1,106
	 1 to 1,231
	1 to 1,106

	Fallon
	0.5
	0
	0.5
	478
	0.25 to 459
	0.5 to 478

	Fergus
	0.5
	0
	0.5
	1,586
	0.75 to 1,801
	0.5 to 1,586

	Flathead
	5.2
	0
	5.2
	13,447
	 1 to 2,515
	1 to 2,585

	Gallatin
	2
	0.5
	2.5
	11,186
	 1 to 5,557
	1 to 4,474

	Garfield
	0
	0
	0
	186
	    0 to 180
	   0 to 186

	Glacier
	4
	0
	4
	2,730
	 1 to 1,073
	   1 to 682

	Golden Valley
	0
	0
	0
	140
	    0 to 193
	   0 to 140

	Granite
	0.18
	0
	0
	378
	 0.2 to 412
	0.18 to 378

	Hill
	1
	0
	1
	3,041
	 1 to 3,057
	1 to 3,041

	Jefferson
	0
	1
	1
	1,545
	 1 to 1,497
	1 to 1,545

	Judith Basin
	0
	0
	0
	263
	    0 to 312
	   0 to 263

	Lake
	3.75
	0
	3.75
	4,301
	 1 to 1,140
	1 to 1,146

	Lewis & Clark
	9
	0
	9
	9,578
	 1 to 1,305
	1 to 1,064

	Liberty
	0
	0
	0
	276
	    0 to 265
	   0 to 276

	Lincoln
	0
	0
	0
	2,594
	 1 to 2,636
	0 to 2,594

	Madison
	0
	0
	0
	883
	0.02 to 973
	   0 to 883

	McCone
	0
	0
	0
	264
	0.07 to 272
	   0 to 264

	Meagher
	0
	0
	0
	240
	    0 to 253
	   0 to 240

	Mineral
	0.19
	0.66
	0.87
	610
	    1 to 705
	0.87 to 610

	Missoula
	4.24
	0.66
	4.9
	13,167
	 1 to 3,763
	 1 to 2,687

	Musselshell
	0
	0
	0
	697
	 0.5 to 646
	   0 to 697

	Park
	0.9
	0.5
	1.4
	2,008
	    1 to 898
	1 to 1,434

	Petroleum
	0
	0
	0
	98
	      0 to 95
	     0 to 98


Montana School Nurse Survey Data 2012 (continued)

	COUNTY
	#RN SCHOOL NURSES (FTE)
	#RN/PHN SCHOOL NURSES (FTE)
	TOTAL # RN (FTE) IN COUNTY SCHOOLS
	# K-12 STUDENTS IN COUNTY (PUBLIC)
	NURSE TO STUDENT RATIO PER COUNTY 2009
	NURSE TO STUDENT RATIO PER COUNTY 2012

	Phillips
	0
	0
	0
	696
	0.12 to 771
	0 to  696

	Pondera
	0
	0
	0
	972
	 0.1 to 986
	   0 to 972

	Powder River
	0
	0
	0
	298
	 0.5 to 353
	   0 to 298

	Powell
	1.01
	0
	1.01
	807
	0.75 to 916
	   1 to 799

	Prairie
	0
	0
	0
	157
	    0 to 119
	   0 to 157

	Ravalli
	4.16
	0
	4.16
	5,743
	 1 to 3,362
	 1 to 1,380

	Richland
	0
	0
	0
	1,631
	 0 to 2,753
	0 to 1,631

	Roosevelt
	1
	0
	1
	2,295
	0 to 3,204
	1 to 2,295

	Rosebud
	1.75
	0
	1.75
	1,703
	 0 to 1,735
	   1 to 973

	Sanders
	0.8
	0
	0.8
	1,455
	0.95 to 1,563
	0.8 to 1,455

	Sheridan
	0
	0
	0
	508
	    0 to 501
	   0 to 508

	Silver Bow
	3.5
	0
	3.5
	4,421
	 1 to 1,335 
	1 to 1,263

	Stillwater
	0.65
	0
	0.65
	1,412
	0.07 to 1,470
	0.65 to 1,412

	Sweet Grass
	1
	0
	1
	539
	    1 to 599
	    1 to 539

	Teton
	0
	0
	0
	1,172
	0 to 1,334
	0 to 1,172

	Toole
	0
	0
	0
	745
	 0.2 to 783
	   0 to 745

	Treasure
	0
	0
	0
	87
	 0.2 to 129
	     0 to 87

	Valley
	1
	0
	1
	1,218
	 0.15 to 1,232
	1 to 1,218

	Wheatland
	0
	0
	0
	321
	    0 to 376
	   0 to 321

	Wibaux
	0
	0
	0
	137
	    0 to 145
	   0 to 137

	Yellowstone
	15.79
	0.16
	16.113
	21,993
	 1 to 1,371
	1 to 1,363


DEFINITION OF TERMS

RN School Nurse – A Registered Nurse whose specialized practice involves application of the Nursing Process to children and families in the school setting.

RN/PHN School Nurse – A Registered Nurse/Public Health Nurse who is employed by a local health department and whose focus is to promote health and prevent disease for an entire population group or community.  The RN/PHN practices in a variety of settings throughout the community, including the public schools. 

Total # RN – The sum total of hours provided by RN School Nurses and RN/PHN School Nurses within a given county.

FTE – Full time equivalent, based on 36 hours/per week in the schools.  The 36 hour week corroborates with standards of the National Association of School Nurses.

#K-12 Students in County – Number of Public School Students in a school district as identified in the 2011-2012 Directory of Montana Schools published by the Montana Office of Public Instruction.

FTE in hours/week* 

1 hours/week = 0.027                       
6 hours/week = 0.166

2 hours/week = 0.055                      
10 hours/week = 0.277

3 hours/week = 0.083                      
12 hours/week = 0.33

4 hours/week = 0.11                        
18 hours/week = 0.50

*Based on 180 day school year, 36 hours per week full time

Comparison of Data in Montana Counties Without RN School Nurse

                                       2009 to 2012

In 2012, 26 of 56 Montana counties are without professional school nursing services.

The 2009 MASN Survey of School Nursing found 19 of 56 Montana counties to be without school nursing services.

Those counties which have had no school nursing services in both 2009 and 2012 include:  Broadwater, Carter, Choteau, Custer, Daniels, Garfield, Golden Valley, Judith Basin, Liberty, Meagher, Petroleum, Prairie, Richland, Sheridan, Teton, Wheatland, and Wibaux. 

The 9 counties that had school nursing services in 2009, but are currently without a registered professional school nurse in 2012 include:  Lincoln, Madison, McCone, Musselshell, Phillips, Pondera, Powder River, Toole, and Treasure.

Counties that had no school nursing services in 2009, but currently do have services include: Roosevelt and Rosebud. 

In 2009, 2 counties met the recommended ratio of 1 school nurse to 750 students: Mineral and Sweet Grass.  In 2012, Glacier, Mineral and Sweet Grass Counties have met the recommended ratio of 1:750.  

The national standard of 1 nurse to 750 students is the recommendation of:    

· The American Academy of Pediatrics

· The National Association of School Nurses

· The Centers for Disease Control (CDC)

· The American Nurses Association
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RN School Nurse to Student Ratio

12 Largest (#Students) Montana Counties, 2012

	         COUNTY    
	     # STUDENTS*
	   NURSE TO STUDENT         

            RATIO    

	Yellowstone
	             21,993
	            1 to 1,363

	Flathead                                          
	             13,447
	            1 to 2,585

	Missoula                                            
	             13,167
	            1 to 2,687

	Cascade                             
	             11,511
	            1 to 7,674

	Gallatin 
	             11,186
	            1 to 4,474

	Lewis and Clark
	               9,578
	            1 to 1,063

	Ravalli
	               5,743
	            1 to 1,380

	Silver Bow
	               4,421
	            1 to 1,263

	Lake
	               4,301
	            1 to 1,146

	Hill          
	               3,041
	            1 to 1,682

	Glacier   
	               2,730
	            1 to 682

	Roosevelt
	               2,295
	            1 to 2,295


* Based on Montana Office of Public Instruction 2011-12 Directory of Montana Schools

RN SCHOOL NURSE TO STUDENT RATIOS

	SCHOOL

DISTRICT
	# K-8

STUDENTS
	#9-12 STUDENTS
	TOTAL#

STUDENTS
	RN SCHOOL NURSE 

FTE
	NURSE TO STUDENT RATIO

	Billings
	    10,565
	      5,149
	    15,714
	      8.38
	 1 to 1,875

	Bozeman
	     3,831
	      1,818
	      5,679
	      1.0
	 1 to 5,679

	Butte
	     2,917
	      1,361
	      4,278
	      3.5
	 1 to 1,222

	Great Falls
	     7,022
	      3,159
	     10,181
	      2.28
	 1 to 4,465

	Helena
	     5,106
	      3,038
	      8,144
	      6.86
	 1 to 1,187

	Kalispell
	     2,895
	      2,695 
	      5,590
	      3.0
	 1 to 1,863

	Missoula
	     4,843
	      3,643
	      8,486
	      3.66
	 1 to 1,323


LARGEST (AA) MONTANA SCHOOLS 

NATIONAL STANDARD = 1 SCHOOL NURSE TO 750 STUDENTS 

26 Montana Counties Without a RN School Nurse
                                                               Total # Montana Students

	    COUNTY
	     # K12      

   STUDENTS

	Broadwater                      
	685

	Carter
	122

	Choteau
	654

	Custer
	1,733

	Daniels
	263

	Garfield
	186

	Golden Valley
	140

	Judith Basin
	263

	Liberty
	276

	Lincoln
	2,574

	Madison
	883

	McCone
	264

	Meagher
	241

	Musselshell
	697

	Petroleum
	98

	Phillips
	696

	Pondera
	972

	Powder River
	298

	Prairie
	157

	Richland
	1,631

	Sheridan
	508

	Teton
	1,172

	Toole
	745

	Treasure
	87

	Wheatland
	321

	Wibaux
	137


                                                       Without RN School Nurse

                        15,803

        5,056 (32%) are obese or overweight      

        3,792 (24%) have vision deficiencies           

        2,054 (13%) are prescribed 

        medication for more than 90 days

        1,580 (10%) have emotional, mental                                                                                                               

        or behavioral problems                                                      

        1,580 (10%) have asthma                                                                  

        948 (6%) missed more than 11                                                                    

        days of school due to illness or injury                                                                

         790 (5%) have food allergies                                                             

         790 (5%) have a seizure disorder            

         790 (5%) have ADHD

         47% of 12th grade students report  

         “lifetime” use of an illicit drug                                                                                                                      

         65% of 12th grade students are                                           

         sexually active                                                                            

         2,300 school days are missed by 14–18 

         





  year olds in Montana each year due to 
                                                              asthma  
              Total # Students in Montana Public Schools = 141,693            

98% of Montana Public School Students Have No RN School Nurse   

            or Have Too Few School Nurses in Their County                                                 

SURVEY OF SCHOOL NURSING SERVICES IN MONTANA

JANUARY, 2012

Survey Questionnaire

1.  Name of County__________________   

2.  Name of School District____________________________

3.  Does this School District employ a school nurse?   Yes___  No____

        If YES, What is the name of the school nurse?  _________________________  

        If  NO, note any comments and proceed to Question 10.

If there is more than one school nurse in this District or School, please answer questions #1-10 for EACH school nurse on a separate sheet.  

4 . Is the school nurse a Registered nurse (RN)*   Yes__     No____

     Is the school nurse a Registered Public Health Nurse (RN/PHN)*   Yes___No__ 

     Is the school nurse a LPN?    Yes________   No________

5.  What is the highest level of educational preparation of the school nurse?

     Bachelor’s Degree____     Associate Degree____       Other (list)_______ 

 6.  Please name all schools that the nurse serves_______________________

      __________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________

7.  For how many HOURS per week, month, or year is the school nurse contracted?

 ________hours per week        _______per month        _______per year

8.  What is the TOTAL number of students that this nurse is responsible for?

     (total number of students in the school or schools)_________________ 

9.  Would this school nurse be interested in receiving information through the MASN list  

      serve?  If yes, e-mail address___________________________

10;  ______________________________              _______________________________

      Name/Position of Person                                 Name of Interviewer

      Providing information                        
.  

     Any other comments (Use back or additional page if necessary)

*RN School Nurse – RN whose specialized practice involves application of the Nursing Process to school 

   children and their families in the school setting.

*RN/PHN School Nurse – a public health nurse whose focus is to promote health and prevent disease for 

   an entire population group, rather than an individual or family, and who practices in a variety of settings     

   throughout the community, including the public schools..
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