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10.14 MUCOPURULENT CERVICITIS (MPC) 
 

TITLE DESCRIPTION 
DEFINITION: Inflammatory process with the presence of mucopurulent discharge from the cervix; 

etiology may be infection of ecto or endo cervix, neoplasia, inflammatory systemic 
process, or trauma/chemical irritation. 
 

SUBJECTIVE: May Include: 
1. No symptoms. 
2. Abnormal vaginal discharge. 
3. Abnormal vaginal bleeding (e.g. post-coital). 
4. Dysuria or urinary frequency. 
5. Sexual partner with symptoms of penile discharge, dysuria, or history of NGU, 

epididymitis or prostatitis. 
 

OBJECTIVE: May Include: 
1. Mucopurulent (green or yellow) discharge from/on the cervix. 
2. Cervical erythema and/or contact bleeding. 
3. Mild tenderness on compression of cervix. 
 

LABORATORY: May Include: 
1. Vaginal/endocervical wet prep to rule out coexisting vaginal infection and 

assess polymorphonuclear leukocytes (WBCs). 
2. Test for chlamydia and gonococcal infection (although in most cases of MPC, 

neither organism can be isolated). 
3. HIV and syphilis testing. 
 

ASSESSMENT: Mucopurulent cervicitis. 
  

PLAN: 1. Treat according to regimens recommended by the current CDC STI Treatment 
Guidelines. 

2. Advise client to abstain from intercourse for 7 days. 
3. Advise client to RTC if symptoms do not resolve or PRN. 
 

EDUCATION: 1. Provide client education with review of symptoms, treatment options, and 
medication side effects. 

2. Review safer sex education, if appropriate. 
 

REFERRAL TO 
MEDICAL PROVIDER: 

Clients with clinically significant cervicitis that persists after treatment. 

REFERENCES: 1. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Sexually Transmitted Diseases Treatment 
Guidelines, 2015. MMWR Recomm Rep 2015;64 (No.RR-3): Pp. 1-137. 
(https://www.cdc.gov/std/tg2015/tg-2015-print.pdf). (Retrieved 2/9/2017).  
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