
January 31, 2012 

Governor Advisory Council on Aging Conference Call minutes 

Attending: Gladys Considine; CA Buckley; Jessie James Howlie; Marvin Carter; JoLynn Yenne;  Al Ward 

SLTC Staff: Kelly Williams; Brain LaMoure; Charlie Rehbein 

Guests Speakers: Bob Bartholomew; Claudia Clifford;  Stachia  

 

Brian reported that the conference will be at the Red Lion Colonial Inn.  Jorgensen’s offered room.  
Webpage  www.Aging.MT.gov  has page on left column 2006 to 2011 conferences.  

Theme:   Healthy Aging: Mind, Body and Spirit.   

Centenarian luncheon.  We pay for their room if they need to stay overnight and the lunch for them. 

We had made a plan to do a book with centenarians in it.  We need to talk about this after the 
conference so we can do what we are doing or make a more permanent thing that recognizes the 
centenarians.  Brian noted that Utah has a page for their centenarians.  

Mini Grants – 25 miles from an urban center.  Can we get Grace’s list.  She is willing to give list of 
organizations to Marin.  Need to go to county senior centers for help to raise funds.  Got a lot of 
publicity on last year about large urban companies helping support the grants.  Need to stress the need 
for helping these smaller communities.   Need to talk about how to publicize them.  Can’t wait until 
Mini-grants applications and schedule prior to March meeting.    Jessie suggested getting casinos to 
support mini-grant.  It is great when we can get $1,000 but can take $50 dollars also.  We will take what 
we can get.   Will work on mini-grant  and fund raising for conference. 

Area IV will do a days worth of presentations and maybe having something at the senior center for the 
evening of May 1st. 

Bob Bartholomew – evening of the April 30th the Future of Medicare – a national speaker.  Maybe 200 to 
300 people there and make it a social event and will pick up the expenses for that.  Brain Sharp and 
connecting with the library.  Have some experts from Social Security and Medicare.  Have a screen that 
would displace the results of meridian voting machines  that would be used to record about 200 votes as 
participants are asked to provide input on issues or topics and how they feel about them.  If it was a 
panel, we would have it “the future of Medicare and Social Security. 

Max Richtman might come.   

Have the national speakers present at the AARP event for the night of the 30th and then use them as 
speakers for the morning session of the conference. 



Bob is working on the speakers – the experts on Medicare and Social Security.  Then have 6 to 8 
questions that folks will answer using the meridian system.   

Could do a portal through AARP to register for the event as well as the conference.  Think it could 
interface well with our system. 

Might have Anna or someone from Governor’s office as a panel on May 1st.  Could use meridian system 
for the following day too to record thoughts on this part of the program.   We want to make it fun. 

Brain Smart and Library sessions would be 45 minutes for each one.  Doing a test in Bozeman so will 
have something worked out for these sessions.  

Costs of conference is usually just covers which being at the Colonial covers meals $25 per day.  So full 
registration would be about $50 to $60.   

Cost must include raising funds for the conference.  We have people and organizations who provide for 
breaks.  We have some who are interested already in sponsoring coffee breaks.  Brian is working with 
the local AAA committee.  Need to make sure not contacting same people for sponsors of conference as 
well as mini-grants.   Council needs to contact sponsors for mini-grants and some need to help get door 
prizes.   

Two things…we need to get funds for the mini-grants and door prizes.  Businesses could also give funds 
for scholarships for seniors to come.  So when you are out soliciting donations or asking for door prizes, 
might also ask them for a donation ($50) to cover sending a person to the conference.   Need a point 
person to make sure not contacting businesses more than once.  Need a list of contacts and standard 
operating procedures for sponsorships and mini-grants.  Brain will draft that up for local committee, 
Governor’s Council and state office.  The information needs to be sent to Brian so he can contact them 
for developing ad in program.   Suggested CA, Al and Jolynn will work on it with Brian on developing 
some policies for soliciting funds for the mini-grants and sponsoring the conference.  Also, organizations 
want to be recognized in the program so we need that set up too.  This needs to be done in next two 
weeks.  Gladys will be on the committee too and will get with Brian to set a date(s).  Also need to get on 
this.   Suggested to contact rail road and oil companies. 

 

Presenters for the conference.  State of the State- panel of folks from state departments telling us what 
is going on.  Need to include  a panel on Life Long Learning at various the various colleges and 
universities.  People need to know about the free tuition for folks 62 and older.  

How about a candidates forum like program in the evening separate from the conference?  Will need to 
run past the Governor and Director to make sure it would be ok. 

Recognize Bernice Karnoff with Senior News – special onetime recognition.  Gladys will follow up.  Might 
want to include Jack Love the head of Senior News.   Suggested we consider recognizing senior 
advocates each year at the conference. 



Also, might have to have one or two break-out sessions.  Suggested having two presentations in the 
afternoon of the first day.  Brian will keep the Council informed as it develops. 

Suggested we do Centenarians on first day and Mini-grants on the second.   It is one conference and 
need to encourage people to stay for both days.   

If you have any ideas for sessions, contact Brian. Maybe have something to issues for legislators to 
consider. 

Need to think about next year too.  Jolynn would like us to come to Kalispell next year. 

Deadline for mini-grants, centenarians and program need info by April 2 or 3rd at latest.  So that gives 
Brain a week to get it all pulled together and to the printer.  

Al will work with Charles on setting up opening ceremony for May 1st.  May get color guard from Helena 
Indian Alliance  

Brian will contact Jessie and Connie maybe even Tribal Leaders Council to see if they are doing anything 
about health issues.  Al will work with Brian on this. 

Traci Kenyen with the Montana Credit Unions. 

Next year can go back to two conference  - one in Kalispell and one somewhere to the east. 

Gladys will be in touch with Charlie and Brian and everyone else has something to do so go forth and do 
good. 

 

 

 

 

 


