
Montana Statewide Independent Living Council 

Meeting Minutes 

August 7, 2008 

Present: Members: Scott Birkenbuel, Carlos Ramahlo, Beverly Berg, Scott 
Williamson, Leann Beers, Barbara Davis, Julie Lane Tudor 
 
Staff: Bill Harant, Anna Gibbs, Chanda Hermanson-Dudley 
 
CIL Directors: Tom Osborn, Mike Mayer, Vicky Edwards (LIFFT Interim 
ED) 
 
Guests: June Hermanson, Brent Morris 
 

  

1. Welcome 

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 AM. Scott welcomed everyone. A motion was 
made and seconded to approve the May minutes. They were approved unanimously as 
written.  

DETD Report: There is a possibility of an increase in federal funding for VR, however 
Supported Employment funds are in danger of being cut. Mark Schultz is the new ACL 
Director. At the state level the division is still working on hiring 2 budget analysts. They 
are recruiting internally. Karie Whitlock is back temporarily to fill the budget analyst 
vacancy. There are still 27 vacant positions in the division. 

A Pre-ETS bureau is being created. Tammy Hogan will be the bureau chief. Pre-ETS is so 
different from other VR services that it was decided to make the new bureau.  

There have been changes to Extended Employment brought on by budgets cuts to the 
program.  

149 individuals have been moved off Order of Selection. VR is looking at expenses to 
determine who moves off of the OOS list. People move off the list for various reason, 
some move forward with VR services, others elect to remove themselves from the list 
for a variety of reasons.  

Sec. 511 CCIR reviews have been completed. There has been a significant drop in 
subminimum wage employment and into competitive integrated employment. 
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SILC Business Report: SILC business has been slow. In addition to working on day to day 
SILC business, Bill has been temporarily tasked with working on the Combined State Plan 
and VR Consumer Satisfaction Survey. In out reach Bill will be participating in the 
Montana Joining Community Forces (JCF) Resource Fair on August 24th. The SPIL 
instrument has been released for comment. Comments will be accepted until midnight, 
October 11. The SPIL committee will need to begin meeting sometime after that date. 

SILC Budget Report: There are currently no budget analysts in DETD. Anna Gibbs has 
been working on the budget but is having difficulty figuring out the previous budget 
analyst’s system. The temporary budget analyst, Karie Whitlock, is also working on the 
budget. Other budget analysts within DPHHS have also been assisting with DETD budget 
issues. A budget snapshot was requested to be sent to the SILC membership.  

Agenda Additions: None 

Public Comments: June Hermanson asked whether a vote had been taken regarding 
moving forward with 501c3 statue. Said vote was made at the January meeting. Note: 
June has applied for SILC membership and would like to be on the 501c3 committee. A 
quorum of SILC members needs to be established to staff SILC committees. Bill cannot 
assist with this committee as his position/employment may create a conflict of interest. 

2. CIL Reports 

LIFTT: Brent Morris gave the report. The search for a new Executive Director and Board 
members is ongoing. The Board has not provided information on Executive Director 
recruitment.  

LIFTT worked with MYLF in a special education class to inform the students about 
independent living and youth transitions. They are also working with the VA on Veteran 
Directed Care which is sponsored by ACL. They are also working on Veteran 
homelessness. LIFTT has hired 2 new staff and moved others to different positions which 
is making a big difference in the services they provide. The All of Us group did a tour of 
Rimrock mall. It is participating in a 10-year study of genders(?), diseases, and 
disabilities in white males.  

mILp: Scott Birkenbuel gave the report. They are also participating in the All of Us study. 
mILp has been setting up an information tent at several Farmers Markets and plans to 
do so at the Bozeman Digger Days. They have completed their ASPIRE contract. They are 
working with the State Parks department to do a walk audit at Lewis and Clark Caverns 
and possibly at other state parks. mILp is also starting sponsorship of sled hockey in 
Helena. They are currently assembling equipment and will have their first event at the 
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end of August. Joel Pedan has started a podcast. Scott Birkenbuel attended the NCIL 
conference and will provide information on that later. They are interest in the self-
directed care with the VA that LIFTT is doing. They are seeing an uptick in Self-direct 
services. mILp received a $25,000 grant from the Reeves foundation to increase their 
inventory of composite ramps. The ramps are installed by Habitat for Humanity. 
Medicaid is paying for some of the installations. 

NCILS: They are doing similar things to what the other CILs are doing. Expansion is also 
being considered. They are also meeting with the state to clarify services. They are 
working with Senior and Long-Term Care to be an ombudsman in several counties. There 
are 1800 beds in 42 facilities that they will be looking at. Additionally, they will be 
clarifying abuse and neglect reports. The have hired 2 individuals who will regularly 
conduct visits and provide advocacy services. 

Expansion into 5th Core Services continues especially with youth that have aged out or 
graduated high school. Working on picking up youth who have fallen through the gaps 
and helping them with resources, services and programs. 

Summit: Is involved in All of Us like the other CILs. The Journey Bus was in Caras Park in 
Missoula, July 23-25. This corresponded with several other community events. On July 
9th they hosted and ADA community picnic and bike clinic at Fort Missoula. Mike noted 
that the fort has seen many recreational updates. With school being out they have seen 
a reduction in class participation. 

They are receiving some referrals for Pre-ETS, esp. job-shadowing, exploration, etc.… 
Summit is also working with The Rural Institute and University of Nebraska to provide 
equipment for independent living and usability. Participation is taking place in the Out 
and About Project which is a research project into what people with disabilities are 
doing in the community. Bronwyn Troutman has been spearheading this.  

A retreat was held at Fairmont Hot Springs to introduce new staff and to update staff on 
IL services. A new counselor has been hired to provide counseling services. They are 
looking for ways to help clients with mental health issues. They may develop a mental 
health support group. Travis Hoffman remains engaged with other organizations for 
community access and advocacy.  

Summit is still at the beginning stages of construction on a new facility. They have been 
looking a property and are waiting on two other entities for input. 



Meeting Minutes, August 7, 2008 
Page 4 

The Self-determination caps have hurt them somewhat. Waiver caps as the service of 
last resort has also been a source of struggle. Waiver management at Senior and Long-
Term Care is creating some of the problems. LIFTT has questioned Benefis/Spectrum 
about the payer of last resort. The cuts to services have hurt programs as well. MILP has 
a Medicaid review that focused on waste, fraud, and abuse. Montana has a low 
incidence of waste, fraud, and abuse. Medicaid reviewers wanted to know why and how 
staff was overseeing this. 

3. Task Force Reports: 

Legislative Advocacy: There will be a CFS meeting on September 13 beginning at noon 
which is also the 20th Anniversary of the Olmsted Act. The Capitol Rotunda has been 
reserved for this event. The Senior and Long-Term Care study (HJ 50) will be discussed 
and there will be and opportunity for comment.  Medicare Spenddown has gotten out of 
hand. Cost of Living increases result in increased spenddown which harms the medically 
needy. At the Capitol rally they are hoping to have 60-70 people to impact the CFC 
Interim Committee. 

Self-Determination: is also working on the September 13th Rally.  They also will be 
addressing the spenddown issue. The gap increases every year. They would like to tie 
the medically needy to SSI increase each year. They will continue to work on bills that 
weren’t  completed during the 2019 Legislature. Meetings continue every 2 weeks. 

Transportation: Goals are being developed around the transportation tax and other 
related funding. Shyla Patara will send out a report from Transportation about bus 
issues. Federally work is being done on several transportation bills, some of which have 
been marked up. At the State level the Transportation Interim Committee is doing a 
study of passenger transportation and sidewalk access. The Interim Committee’s  next 
meeting will be September 16. They will be looking at disability issues. The Task Force 
next meeting will be August 22 where they will be discussing parking access. 

Community Living: ADA online training is being instituted. The Task Force wants the 
state to participate on mainstream housing funding through HUD. In Bozeman new staff 
is being trained in housing Bingo and other processes. The Qualified Allocation Plan is 
open for comment as is the HUD Annual Access Plan. The next task force meeting is 
August 15 at 11:00 AM.  

Youth: This task force is restructuring. 
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Native American: The booklet “Coming of the Blessing” had been distributed. Wayne 
Dagel has shared training on Native American Cultural Trauma. This training is available 
on You Tube. They continue to advocate for Native American issues. 

Lunch 12:30-1:30 

4. NCIL Conference: Scott B. reported that they had some good workshops. One was about 
a grant to help CILs in rural areas to do accessibility audits of health facilities. Work is 
being done in support of DIA. It is currently held up in a house sub-committee, the chair 
of which has numerous large facilities in his state. As of July 31, all of the Montana 
Congress Members have signed on as sponsors of the bills (SB 113 and HB 5555). Sen. 
Tester would like a work group made up of people with disabilities to help with his 
health care questions. Sen. Danes is sending a representative to mILp to help with his 
questions. Several films were shown. One was about invalid care of civil war veterans 
who were assembled into their own units on both sides of the conflict. Next year is the 
30th Anniversary of the ADA. NCIL has begun planning for this event. Last year neither 
house of Congress mentioned the ADA Anniversary. NCIL is asking all states to pass 
resolutions in recognitions of the ADA Anniversary. 
 

5. APRIL: This year APRIL is celebrating their 25th Anniversary. Their annual conference 
will be October 25-28 in Grand Rapids, MI. Scott B is on the APRIL Board. Grand 
Rapids is a very accessible city, so the conference should be a good one. The last 
conference had 1000 attendees, and more are expected at this one. The first 
conference had 85 attendees. The focus of this year’s conference will be on the nuts 
and bolts of running a SILC.  

 

6. Nominations and Recruitment: There are currently 2 applications pending. Brett Morris 
will complete his application. Jennifer Cleland has left LIFTT and will need to be replaced 
as the CIL Director representative. Bill presented a breakdown of where each member 
fits in the schema of the SILC and which need to be filled. The SILC remains out of 
compliance. It was suggested that more youth be recruited. Currently 18 is the youngest 
age that can serve on the Council. Tom will talk about SILC at a youth activity that NCIL 
is having . Other suggestions for members were made. 
 

7. 2020 Meeting Dates: The following were set as the meeting dates for the next year: 

November 5-6 in Helena at MILP 
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February 5 via teleconference 

May 14-15 in conjunction with the SRC. Our portion of the meeting will be at MILP 

August TBA. Brent will contact one of the reservations for meeting space  

8. Duties and Responsibilities: Bill read the Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary job 
descriptions. He will need to research and provide the Executive Director and Program 
Manager descriptions to the group. The Council will need to review and possible revise 
the Program Manager job description with DPHHS in order to make it more in line with 
WIOA. 
 

9. Activities: The Montana Joining Community Forces Resource Fair and Carroll College 
Career Fair are coming up in Helena as has been previously mentioned. Peer Based 
Cognitive Training  will be in Billings August 22-23. This is free training and will be 
offered in other areas soon. This will be a train the trainer and workshop. On September 
6th there will be a Peer Based Recovery Celebration in Helena. Disability Employment 
and Transitions will have their All Staff meeting in Lewistown September 25-27. The 
Montana Association for the Blind will hold their meeting September 6-8.  

If there are suggestions for training at future meetings, members were encouraged to 
contact Bill or Scott with their ideas.  

The meeting was closed for the day at 4:30 PM and will convene at 9:30 tomorrow. 

The meeting was called to order at 9:35 by Bill. Scott had to return to Bozeman. 

10. Veteran Directed Care: A PowerPoint Presentation was made about Veteran Direct 
Care. This presentation was from ACL. Copies of the slides will be sent to members. 

11. Unfinished Business: Carlos spoke regarding recruitment. He suggested hiring a 
marketing consultant or getting one to volunteer. The SILC is currently unattractive to 
professionals. A marketing consultant may be expensive. Also suggested were a new 
website, apps, and other up to date electronic communication. Chanda and the 
Department will need to be consulted on the possible limitations and liabilities this 
would involve. Additionally, research could be done into marketing firms and developing 
partnerships with tech firms. 

12. Training Suggestions: There were a number of suggestions for training opportunities: 
• Wayne Dagel – Historical and Cultural trauma 

• Beverly Berg – Blind and Low Vision Services 
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• Mental and Behavioral Health 

• NAMI Mat Kuntz – Suicide Prevention 

• IL issues for Children 

• Autism Specialist 

• Jim Haney – Montana Peer Network 

• MonTech 

• Flathead Tribes ADA Accomplishments 

This portion of the meeting was closed at 10:35 AM. Members who were present were given 
tours of the LIFTT and VR facilities in Billings.  

Next meeting: November 5-6 at MILP in Helena. 
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