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Autism treatment services, in accordance with EPSDT, are provided to Medicaid members up to age 21. These
preventative services are recommended by a physician or other licensed practitioner pursuant to 42 CFR
440.130(c).

The Montana Medicaid Program meets the requirements of the Social Security Act to provide medically necessary
Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) services, including therapy services pursuant to 42
CFR 440.110.

Service Components

Treatment Plan—A Board Certified Behavior Analysts (BCBA) or intermediate professional meeting the
qualifications and working under the supervision of the BCBA, will develop a treatment plan using evidence-based
practices. Intermediate professionals include Board Certified Assistant Behavior Analysts (BCaBA), Family Support
Specialists with an Autism Endorsement (FSS-AE), and students enrolled in an accredited BCBA graduate level
program. Evidence-based practices include those on the National Autism Center’s National Standards Project list
of Established Interventions for Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) or the National Professional Development Center
on ASD list. These interventions may include, but are not limited to, Antecedent-based Intervention, Discrete Trial
Teaching, Extinction, Functional Behavioral Assessment, Modeling, Naturalistic Intervention, Parent-implemented
Intervention, Picture Exchange Communication System, Prompting, Response Interruption/Redirection, and Social
Skills Training. The plan will include developmentally appropriate functional goals, treatment outcomes, methods
of implementation, data collection process, treatment modality, intensity, frequency, duration, and setting. The
provider must see the child face to face to bill for the service. The treatment plan must be reviewed and signed by
a parent/legal guardian. The treatment plan will be updated every six months. The BCBA assumes responsibility
for all services provided by an intermediate professional.

Implementation Guidance--The BCBA or intermediate professional who wrote the treatment plan will also
educate and coach parents/caregivers in this plan. The BCBA or intermediate professional will correctly model an
evidence-based intervention directly to the member, such as demonstrating pivotal response training, discrete
trial training, or prompting. The parent/caregiver will imitate the intervention with the member while receiving
constructive feedback from the BCBA or intermediate professional. Any updates or changes to the treatment plan
will also be completed by the BCBA or intermediate professional and modeled for the parents/caregivers.
Implementation guidance will be provided in the home or other community environments that are a part of the
member’s typical day. The BCBA assumes responsibility for all services provided by an intermediate professional.

Intensive Treatment— All intensive treatment services must be provided under the direct oversight of the BCBA
who wrote the treatment plan. Services may be delivered by a Registered Behavior Technician (RBT). The BCBA
assumes responsibility for all services provided. Intensive treatment will be provided in the home setting or other
community settings that are a part of the member’s typical day. The RBT delivers face-to-face services
implementing the treatment plan, developmental and behavioral techniques, progress measurement, data
collection, function of behaviors and generalization of acquired skills.
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Provider Qualifications and Billing Requirements

Board Certified Behavior Analyst, Board Certified Behavior Analyst-Doctoral (BCBA, BCBA-D)

e Services Provided: Treatment plan and implementation guidance.

e License/Certification: Current certification as a BCBA through the Behavior Analyst Certification Board
(BACB). If supervising, meet the BACB supervisory requirements for intermediate professionals and
Registered Behavior Technicians. The BACB is the national entity accredited by the National Commission
of Certifying Agencies. Current license in accordance with the Montana Board of Psychologists.

e Education and Training: Minimum of a master’s degree from an accredited institution conferred in a
degree program in which the candidate completed a BACB approved course sequence.

Intermediate Professional
1) Board Certified Assistant Behavior Analyst (BCaBA)

e Services Provided: Treatment plan and implementation guidance.

e License/Certification: Current certification as a BCaBA through the BACB. The BACB is the national
entity accredited by the National Commission of Certifying Agencies. Current license in accordance
with the Montana Board of Psychologists.

e Education and Training: Minimum of a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution conferred in a
degree program in which the candidate completed a BACB approved course sequence.

2) Family Support Specialist with an Autism Endorsement (FSS-AE)

e Services Provided: Treatment plan and implementation guidance.

e License/Certification: Current endorsement through the Developmental Disabilities Program. All
endorsements will expire after December 31, 2019.

e Education and Training: Minimum of a bachelor’s degree in a human services field. Completion of the
40-hour Registered Behavioral Technician training credentialed by the BACB and completion of
continuing education requirements.

3) BCBA Student

e Services Provided: Treatment plan and implementation guidance.

e License/Certification: Actively pursuing a BCBA certification.

e Education and Training: Currently enrolled in a minimum of a master’s degree program with at least
three credits of coursework and/or practicum approved by the BACB.

TN: 19-0023 Approval Date: 11/19/19 Effective Date: 10/1/19
Supersedes TN: 17-0014



Page 8 of 8

Supplement to

Attachment 3.1A

Service 13.c

Preventive Services-Autism Treatment Services

MONTANA

Registered Behavior Technician (RBT)

e Services Provided: Intensive treatment.

e License/Certification: Current certification as an RBT through the BACB. The BACB is the national entity
accredited by the National Commission of Certifying Agencies.

e Education and Training: Minimum of a high school diploma or national equivalent and at least 18 years of
age.

All services delivered directly by the BCBA and services delivered by the intermediate professionals or RBTs under
the supervision and direction of the BCBA must be billed by each BCBA responsible for the service.

TN: 19-0023 Approval Date: 11/19/19 Effective Date: 10/1/19
Supersedes TN: 17-0014



