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OMB Control Number:  0970-0114 

Expiration Date:  02/29/2024 

 

THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT OF 1995 (Pub. L. 104ς13) 

The purpose of this information collection is the application for CCDF funds and provides 
ACF and the public with a description of, and assuraƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ 
¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎΩ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ tǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
information is estimated to average 200 hours per response, including the time for 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing the 
form. This is a mandatory collection of information (Pub. L.113ς186), and 42 U.S.C 9858. 

An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a 
collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1995, unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. The OMB # is 0970-0114 
and the expiration date is 02/29/2024. If you have any comments on this collection of 
information, please contact ACF Office of Child Care. 

 

 
 
 

Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) Plan  

for 

State/Territory: Montana     

FFY 2022 ς 2024 

 
This Plan describes the Child Care and Development Fund program to be administered by the 
state or territory for the period from 10/1/2021 to 9/30/2024, as provided for in the applicable 
statutes and regulations. The Lead Agency has the flexibility to modify this program at any time, 
including amending the options selected or described. 



DRAFT MONTANA FY2022-2024 CCDF STATE PLAN FOR PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 

 

2 | P a g e 
 
 

 

For purposes of simplicity and clarity, the specific provisions of applicable laws printed herein 
are sometimes paraphrases of, or excerpts and incomplete quotations from, the full text. The 
Lead Agency acknowledges its responsibility to adhere to the applicable laws regardless of these 
modifications.  
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Introduction and How to Approach Plan Development 

The Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) program provides resources to state, territory, 
and tribal grantees that enable low-income parents to work or pursue education and training so 
that they can better support their families while at the same time promoting the learning and 
development of their children. The CCDF program also provides funding to enhance the quality 
of child care for all children.  

The CCDF Plan is how states and territories apply for CCDF funding (658E (a)) and is the primary 
mechanism that the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) uses to determine state and 
territory compliance with the requirements of the law and rule (98.16). ACF acknowledges that 
in the FY 2022 ς 2024 Plan, states and territories may still be operating under approved waivers 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic and where appropriate plan responses should reflect the 
approved waivers. The CCDF Plan allows states and territories to describe their implementation 
of the CCDF program and it is organized into the following sections: 

1. Define CCDF Leadership and Coordination with Relevant Systems and Funding Sources 

2. Promote Family Engagement Through Outreach and Consumer Education 

3. Provide Stable Child Care Financial Assistance to Families 

4. Ensure Equal Access to Child Care for Low-Income Children 

5. Establish Standards and Monitoring Processes to Ensure the Health and Safety of Child 
Care Settings 

6. Recruit and Retain a Qualified and Effective Child Care Workforce 

7. Support Continuous Quality Improvement 

8. Ensure Grantee Program Integrity and Accountability 

These organizational categories reflect key goals of an integrated system of child care for low-
income working families. Although the Plan is divided into sections for reporting and 
accountability purposes, ACF encourages Lead Agencies to approach the Plan in a cross-cutting, 
integrated manner. The intention is that grantees and the federal government will be able to 
use this information to track and assess progress, determine the need for technical assistance 
(TA), and determine compliance with specific requirements.   

 

Citations 

ACF recognizes that Lead Agencies use different mechanisms to establish policies, such as state 
statute, regulations, administrative rules, or policy manuals or policy issuances. When asked to 
provide a citation in the CCDF Plan, Lead Agencies should list the citation(s) for the policy that 
clearly identifies and establishes the requirement and that allows the Lead Agency to enforce 
the requirement. Lead Agencies may list multiple sources as needed to cover all types of 
providers receiving CCDF (e.g., policies for licensed providers may be established in licensing 
regulations, and policies for license-exempt providers may be in subsidy rules). These citations 
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are intended to provide documentation to support the requested information but not replace 
requested responses or descriptions.  Complete answers must include citations, responses, and 
descriptions. 

CCDF Plan Submission 

States and territories will submit their Plans electronically through the ACF-118 electronic 
submission site. The ACF-118 site will include all language and questions included in the final 
CCDF Plan Preprint template approved by the Office of Management and Budget. Please note 
that the format of the questions on the ACF-118 site could be modified from the Word version 
of the document to ensure compliance with Section 508 policies regarding accessibility to 
electronic and information technology for individuals with disabilities.  
(See http://www.section508.gov/ for more information.) 

In responding to questions, states and territories are asked to provide brief, specific summaries 
and/or bullet points only with specific language that responds to the question. Do not use tables 
or copy and paste charts, add attachments, or paste manuals into the Plan. All information and 
materials developed to support CCDF implementation and information reported in the CCDF 
Plan are subject to review by ACF as part of ongoing oversight and monitoring efforts. 

  

http://www.section508.gov/
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1 Define Leadership and Coordination with Relevant Systems and Funding 
Sources 

This section identifies the leadership for the CCDF program in each Lead Agency and the entities 
and individuals who will participate in the implementation of the program. It also identifies the 
stakeholders that were consulted to develop the Plan and who the Lead Agency collaborates 
with to implement services. Respondents are asked to identify how match and maintenance-of-
effort (MOE) funds are used. Lead Agencies explain their coordination with child care resource 
and referral (CCR&R) systems and describe their efforts on their disaster preparedness and 
response plans to support continuity of operations in response to emergencies. 

1.1 CCDF Leadership 

The Governor of a state or territory must designate an agency (which may be an appropriate 
collaborative agency) or establish a joint interagency office to represent the state or territory as 
the Lead Agency. The Lead Agency agrees to administer the program in accordance with 
applicable federal laws and regulations and the provisions of this Plan, including the assurances 
and certifications appended hereto (658D; 658E(c)(1) and 98.16 (a)). Note: An amendment to 
the CCDF State Plan is required if the Lead Agency changes or if the Lead Agency official 
changes. 

1.1.2 Which Lead Agency is designated to administer the CCDF program? 

Identify the Lead Agency or joint interagency office designated by the state or territory. ACF will 
send official grant correspondence, such as grant awards, grant adjustments, Plan approvals, 
and disallowance notifications, to the designated contact identified here (658D(a) and 98.16(a)). 

 Lead Agency or Joint Interagency Office Information: 

Name of Lead Agency: Department of Public Health and Human Services  

Street Address: 111 North Sanders 

City: Helena 

State: Montana 

ZIP Code: 59601  

Web Address for Lead Agency: https://dphhs.mt.gov/ 

 Lead Agency or Joint Interagency Official Contact Information: 

Lead Agency Official First Name: Adam 

Lead Agency Official Last Name: Meier 

Title: Director, Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services 

Phone Number: 406-444-5623  

Email Address: Adam.Meier@mt.gov 
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1.1.3 Who is the CCDF Administrator? 

Identify the CCDF Administrator designated by the Lead Agency, the day-to-day contact, or the 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻǊ ǘŜǊrƛǘƻǊȅΩǎ //5C ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ !/C ǿƛƭƭ 
send programmatic communications, such as program announcements, program instructions, 
and data collection instructions, to the designated contact identified here. If there is more than 
one designated contact with equal or shared responsibility for administering the CCDF program, 
please identify the Co-Administrator or the person with administrative responsibilities and 
include his or her contact information. 

 CCDF Administrator Contact Information:  

CCDF Administrator First Name: Patty 

CCDF Administrator Last Name: Butler 

Title of the CCDF Administrator: Bureau Chief, Early Childhood Services Bureau 

Phone Number: 406-444-1828 

Email Address: pbutler@mt.gov 

 CCDF Co-Administrator Contact Information (if applicable): 

CCDF Co-Administrator First Name: N/A 

CCDF Co-Administrator Last Name: N/A 

Title of the CCDF Co-Administrator: N/A 

Phone Number: N/A 

Email Address: N/A 

Description of the Role of the Co-Administrator: N/A 

1.2 CCDF Policy Decision Authority 

The Lead Agency has broad authority to administer (i.e., establish rules) and operate  
(i.e., implement activities) the CCDF program through other governmental, non-governmental, 
or public or private local agencies as long as the Lead Agency retains overall responsibility for 
the administration of the program (658D(b) and 98.16 (d)(1)). Administrative and 
implementation responsibilities undertaken by agencies other than the Lead Agency must be 
governed by written agreements that specify the mutual roles and responsibilities of the Lead 
Agency and other agencies in meeting the program requirements. 

1.2.1 Which of the following CCDF program rules and policies are administered (i.e., set or 
established) at the state or territory level or local level? Identify whether CCDF program rules 
and policies are established by the state or territory (even if operated locally) or whether the 
CCDF policies or rules are established by local entities, such as counties or workforce boards 
(98.16(d)(1)). Check one. 

Ἠ  a.  All program rules and policies are set or established at the state or territory level.  
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If checked, skip to question 1.2.2. 

 δ b.  Some or all program rules and policies are set or established by local entities or 
agencies. If checked, indicate which entities establish the following policies. Check all 
that apply. 

Eligibility rules and policies (e.g., income limits) are set by the: 

ἦ State or territory.  Identify the entity.   

ἦ Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If 
checked, identify the entity and describe the eligibility policies the local entity(ies) 
can set.    

ἦ Other. Describe:  

Sliding-fee scale is set by the: 

ἦ A. State or territory.  Identify the entity.   

ἦ B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If 
checked, identify the entity and describe the sliding fee scale policies the local 
entity(ies) can set.    

ἦ C. Other. Describe:  

Payment rates and payment policies are set by the: 

ἦ A. State or territory. Identify the entity.   

ἦ B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If 
checked, identify the entity and describe the payment rates and payment 
policies the local entity(ies) can set.    

ἦ C. Other. Describe:  

Licensing standards and processes are set by the: 

ἦ A. State or territory. Identify the entity.   

ἦ B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If 
checked, identify the entity and describe the type of licensing standards and 
processes the local entity(ies) can set.   

ἦ C. Other. Describe.  

Standards and monitoring processes for license-exempt providers are set by the: 

ἦ  State or territory. Identify the entity.   

ἦ  Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If 
checked, identify the entity and describe the type of standards and 
monitoring processes for license-exempt providers the local entity(ies) can 
set.  
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ἦ  Other. Describe:  

Quality improvement activities, including QRIS are set by the: 

ἦ A. State or territory. Identify the entity.   

ἦ B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If 
checked, identify the entity and describe the type of quality improvement 
activities the local entity(ies) can set.  

ἦ C. Other. Describe:  

Other. List and describe any other program rules and policies that are set at a level other than the state 
or territory level:  

1.2.2 The Lead Agency has broad authority to operate (i.e., implement activities) through other 
agencies, as long as it retains overall responsibility. Complete the table below to identify 
which entity(ies) implements or performs CCDF services.  

  Check the box(es) to indicate which entity(ies) implement or perform CCDF services. 

 
CCDF Activity 

CCDF Lead 
agency 

TANF 
agency 

Local 
government 

agencies CCR&R 

Community-
based 

organizations 

Who conducts 
eligibility 
determinations? 

Ἠ Ἠ ἦ Ἠ ἦ 

Who assists parents 
in locating child care 
(consumer 
education)? 

Ἠ Ἠ ἦ Ἠ ἦ 

Who issues 
payments? 

Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Who monitors 
licensed providers? 

Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Who monitors 
license-exempt 
providers? 

Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Who operates the 
quality improvement 
activities? 

Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

 Other. List and describe any other state or territory agencies or partners that implement or 
perform CCDF services and identify their responsibilities.     
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1.2.3 Describe the processes the Lead Agency uses to oversee and monitor CCDF administration and 
implementation responsibilities performed by other agencies as reported above in 1.2.1 and 
1.2.2 (98.16(b)). In the description include: 

¶ Written agreements. Note: The contents of the written agreement may vary based on 
the role the agency is asked to assume or type of project but must include at a minimum 
the elements below (98.11(a)(3)). 
o Tasks to be performed  
o Schedule for completing tasks  
o Budget which itemizes categorical expenditures in accordance with CCDF 

requirements 
o Monitoring and auditing procedures  
o Indicators or measures to assess performance of those agencies 

¶ Any other processes to oversee and monitor other agencies. 
- Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies (CCR&R)  

o Tasks to be performed: The Lead Agency monitors administrative and 
implementation responsibilities performed by CCR&Rs through a Service Delivery 
Agreement, outlining each agency's responsibilities as to CCDF grant funds and 
programs receiving them. Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies administer the 
subsidy eligibility determination, following policies established by the Lead Agency. 
Further, yearly audits are conducted for CCR&Rs under the SDA for compliance with 
program rules and policy and are submitted to the Lead Agency for review. 
Monitoring of provider and family services is conducted by the Lead Agency through 
annual site visits and monthly reporting. 

o Schedule for completing tasks: Monthly data reports, fiscal monitoring of monthly 
invoicing, monthly error rate pull, quarterly reports, yearly site visit, quarterly 
meetings with leadership of agencies.  Many of the tasks are ongoing but the lead 
agency monitors adherence to intent of CCDF priorities. 

o Budget which itemizes categorical expenditures in accordance with CCDF 
requirements: a budget is part of the RFP process as well as the annual renewal of 
contracts. The Fiscal Analyst reviews the monthly invoices and data for adherence to 
the budget. 
Monitoring and auditing procedures:  Bi weekly meetings are scheduled by the lead 
agency to review the previously submitted quarterly reports.  This process is part of 
desk monitoring and feedback is provided by lead agency based on information 
discovered in Quarterly report.  Yearly onsite monitoring will be driven by results of 
the quarterly report reviews.  R and R agencies are required to submit audit results 
yearly to lead agency.   

o Indicators or measures to assess performance: reports of data including case load, 
applications, change reports, consumer education, referral, training and 
professional development opportunities, and recruitment. Error rate is determined 
by the Lead Agency for each month and reported back to the agencies for internal 
control and continuous quality improvement. 
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- Child Care Resource and Referral Statewide Network  

o Tasks to be performed: The Lead Agency monitors administrative and 
implementation responsibilities performed by the Child Care Resource and Referral 
Statewide Network through a contract with responsibilities outlined in a scop of 
work 

o Schedule for completing tasks: The lead agency monitors and supports schedule of 
tasks with monthly meetings and reporting activities. Some tasks are ongoing. 

o Budget which itemizes categorical expenditures in accordance with CCDF 
requirements: Fiscal analyst and program manager reviews monthly invoices and 
data for adherence to the budget. 

o Monitoring and auditing procedures:  Monthly calls by lead agency and network are 
part of the monitoring process.  Progress on Scope of Work is discussed.  Program 
manager reviews invoices submitted to ensure compliance to scope of work and 
fiscal procedures. 

o Indicators or measures to assess performance: The lead agency reviews the 
quarterly reports and documents submitted to demonstrate progress on scope of 
work.  These are discussed during monthly calls. 

 
- Montana Early Childhood Project (ECP) 

o Tasks to be performed: The Lead Agency monitors administrative and 
implementation responsibilities performed by ECP through a contract, outlining 
their responsibilities as to CCDF grant funds and programs receiving them. 

o Schedule for completing tasks: The Lead Agency monitors ECP through quarterly 
activity reports and regular meetings. 

o Budget which itemizes categorical expenditures in accordance with CCDF 
requirements: Fiscal analyst and program manager reviews monthly invoices and 
data for adherence to the budget. 

o Monitoring and auditing procedures:  ECP participates in monthly calls with lead 
agency to ensure compliance and expectation of scope of services.  ECP submits 
quarterly reports which are reviewed by program manager for lead agency. 

o Indicators or measures to assess performance:  The lead agency reviews the 
Quarterly reports and monitors for progress and movement of the goals.  These are 
discussed on monthly calls as well as quarterly agency meetings.  

- Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 

o Tasks to be performed: Parents participating in the Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) Cash Assistance program administered by the State of Montana 
contact their Pathways Case Manager to arrange for a Best Beginnings Child Care 
Scholarship for Pathways Employability/Service Plan activity that require child care. 
The Pathways Case Manager makes an electronic referral to the Child Care Resource 
& Referral (CCR&R) agency. The Best Beginnings Child Care Scholarship may begin 
on the date the CCR&R receives the electronic referral form. The parent then has 30 
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calendar days from the date of the Pathways referral to submit a completed 
application to the CCR&R agency. If an application is not submitted within 30 
calendar days, the case will be closed. TANF Families must use providers listed in 
37.80.101(2). Each family has a monthly copayment listed in ARM 37.80.202. Failure 
to pay the monthly co- payment may result in case closure. An Eligibility Renewal 
Reminder Notification is sent to the TANF family 45 days from the end of the 
eligibility period. 

o Schedule for completing tasks: ongoing as needed 

o Budget which itemizes categorical expenditures in accordance with CCDF 
requirements: there is no budget for this work. Families are determined eligible 
based on a referral and as needed. Funding is supplemented by a TANF transfer. 

o Monitoring and auditing procedures: TANF referrals are subject to the same error 
rate review process that non-TANF subsidy cases are. ECSB selects cases for CCR&R 
eligibility supervisors to review. ECSB then reviews the supervisƻǊǎΩ cases. Errors are 
documented and corrective action and mitigation strategies addressed. 

o Indicators or measures to assess performance: program specialist meet to review 
policy and expectations to assure that family's needs are being met and CCDF 
expectations are met. CCDF and TANF regulations are used as measures for 
completion and accuracy. 

- Child Protective Services (CPS) 

o Tasks to be performed: Children are referred to the lead agency by the Child and 
Family Services Division. CCR&R eligibility specialists accept the referral and 
continue the process of eligibility determination. 

o Schedule for completing tasks: ongoing as needed 

o Budget which itemizes categorical expenditures in accordance with CCDF 
requirements: there is not a budget for this work. Children are referred or court 
ordered based on need. General fund is used to support this assistance. 

o Monitoring and auditing procedures: CPS cases are subject to the rate review 
process that non-TANF subsidy cases are. ECSB selects cases for CCR&R eligibility 
supervisors to review. ECSB then reviews the supervisƻǊǎΩ cases. Errors are 
documented and corrective action and mitigation strategies addressed. In addition, 
regular meetings are held between CPS and CCDF management to review 
operations and address any issues. 

o Indicators or measures to assess performance: Because this is a requirement of the 
court system in Montana, the Lead Agency has internal processes in place. These 
procedures are examined yearly by the Policy Unit to assure compliance and 
successful flow of work. 
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1.2.4 Upon request, and to the extent practicable and appropriate, Lead Agencies must ensure any 
code or software for child care information systems or information technology for which a 
Lead Agency or other agency expends CCDF funds to develop must be made available to other 
public agencies. This includes public agencies in other states, for their use in administering 
child care or related programs (98.15(a)(11)). Assure by describing how the Lead Agency 
makes child care information systems (e.g., subsidy, registry, and QRIS systems) available to 
public agencies in other states. The Lead Agency makes child care information systems available to 
and reusable by public agencies in other states by: Adhering to industry standards and best practices 
with regard to the development frameworks and platforms (e.g. supported version(s) of Microsoft .NET, 
SQL, etc.) it uses; Developing and maintaining technical documentation related to all application 
development;  Following Agile methodology (e.g. sprint-based releases) as the foundation of the 
ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ [ƛŦŜ /ȅŎƭŜ ό{5[/ύΤ /ƻƳǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭl State information security 
requirements. Montana has not received any requests for code or software for child care information 
systems or information technology. 
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1.2.5 Lead Agencies must have in effect policies to govern the use and disclosure of confidential and 
personally identifiable information about children and families receiving CCDF assistance and 
child care providers receiving CCDF funds (98.15(b)(13)). Certify by describing the Lead 
!ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀnd personally identifiable 
information. ¢ƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ Child Care Policy Manual, Section 1-9, describes how the Lead Agency 
governs the use and disclosure of confidential and personally-identifiable information about children 
and families receiving CCDF assistance and child care providers receiving CCDF funds. The Lead Agency 
and its contractors may share information about children and families receiving CCDF assistance and 
child care providers receiving CCDF funds for purposes directly connected with the administration of 
the public assistance programs with other federal programs and certain entitled entities. Confidential 
information concerning the applicant or participant, without notice to or permission of the individual, 
may be provided and used for the following purposes:-Reporting child abuse and neglect to the 
appropriate authority (Montana Codes Annotated [MCA]) 41-3-205];-Conducting child support 
activities;-Conducting child care licensing activities;-Establishing eligibility and administering (including 
audits, investigations, prosecutions, etc.) federal programs or federally assisted programs, which 
provide assistance (cash, in-kind, or services) directly to individuals based on need. When there is a 
question about a breach of confidentiality, the Early Childhood Services Bureau will refer the request to 
the Office of Legal Affairs. The Department and its contractors must maintain confidentiality with health 
records and other materials under the Health Insurance Portability & Accountability Act (HIPAA).Child 
Care Resource and Referral [CCR&R] agencies have the responsibility of maintaining confidentiality of 
family and provider information. Examples of maintaining confidentiality in the Child Care Resource and 
Referral setting include, but are not limited to, the following: 
-The name or any identifying information is not available in a public location, of a family receiving 
service. 
-The CCR&R maintains confidentiality when a non-custodial parent requests the location of their 
children, without approval from authorities. 
-An appƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ƻǊ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊ 
inquiries about eligibility. The CCR&R maintains confidentiality when a provider seeks the location of a 
previous customer. This policy also includes information related to: 
-HIPAA 
-Subpoenas 
-Emergency situations 
-Reporting child abuse and neglect 
-Where to report child abuse & neglect 
-Contractors 
-Volunteers 
-Child Care Resource and Referral Practices 
-Release to Child Care Licensors & Child and Family Services Investigators 
-Release to Law Enforcement 
-Release to Participant 
-Release to Others 
-Child Care Providers 

 

1.3 Consultation in the Development of the CCDF Plan 
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The Lead Agency is responsible for developing the CCDF Plan, which serves as the application for 
a 3-year implementation period. As part of the Plan development process, Lead Agencies must 
consult with the following: 

(1) Appropriate representatives of units of general purpose local governmentτ
(658D(b)(2); 98.10(c); 98.12(b); 98.14(b)). General purpose local governments 
are defined by the U.S. Census at 
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/cspan/govts/20120301_cspan_govts_def_
3.pdf. 

(2) The State Advisory Council (SAC) on Early Childhood Education and Care 
(pursuant to 642B(b)(I)(A)(i) of the Head Start Act) (658E(c)(2)(R); 98.15(b)(1)) 
or similar coordinating body pursuant to 98.14(a)(1)(vii). 

(3) Indian tribe(s) or tribal organization(s) within the state. This consultation should be 
done in a timely manner and at the option of the Indian tribe(s) or tribal 
organization(s) (658D(b)(1)(E)). 

 
Consultation involves meeting with or otherwise obtaining input from an appropriate agency in 
the development of the state or territory CCDF Plan. Describe the partners engaged to provide 
services under the CCDF program as described in question 1.4.1. 

1.3.1 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ efforts in the development of the CCDF Plan. Note:  
Lead Agencies must describe in a. ς c. consultation efforts with required partners listed in Rule 
and Statute.  ACF recognizes that there is great value in consulting with other entities and has 
provided element d. for Lead Agencies to identify consultation efforts with other agencies or 
organizations. 

 Describe how the Lead Agency consulted with appropriate representatives of general 
purpose local governments. Various positions on the Montana Early Childhood Advisory Council 
(MECAC) represent general purpose local government, including the representative of Early Childhood 
Coalitions. The local coalitions are working to increase coordination across child serving systems at the 
grass roots level in towns, counties, and regions. Local coalition membership includes members of local 
government including the Chamber of Commerce, County Attorney's Office, Commissioners, school 
boards, health departments, local police and fire departments, and other representatives specific to 
each community.    

 Describe how the Lead Agency consulted with the State Advisory Council or similar 
coordinating body. The lead agency works with the Montana Early Childhood Advisory Council 
(MECAC) to receive policy recommendations including rule revisions, system development, and quality 
and  training initiatives. Together, the lead agency through the advice of the Council develops, 
implements, maintains, and evaluates the effectiveness of the state's child care programs. The MECAC 
serves as the state's comprehensive early childhood advisory council and as the collaborating entity for 
the early childhood system. The council includes representation from interested constituency groups, 
governmental agencies, the public at large, child care providers, and state and local government. The 
Council's purpose is to not only improve collaboration and coordination across the spectrum of 
governmental and non-profit organizations providing early childhood services, but to serve as a 
connector cross sector, bridging community and state needs for early childhood issues. Duties include 
pursuing the following objectives: families with young children are supported in their community; 
social, emotional, and mental health needs of young children and families are supported; children 

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/cspan/govts/20120301_cspan_govts_def_3.pdf
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/cspan/govts/20120301_cspan_govts_def_3.pdf
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have access to high quality early childhood programs, child care is an integral infrastructure support 
for strong economies and business throughout the state. There is a CCDF report given by the Early 
Childhood Services Bureau Chief at each council meeting. Council members can ask questions about 
the upcoming changes, and are notified of the state's progress on completing the State Plan through 
email, website updates, and meeting discussions. Opportunities for feedback on the State Plan, and 
discussion following the presentations are given.  

 Describe, if applicable, how the Lead Agency consulted with Indian tribes(s) or tribal 
organizations(s) within the state. Note: The CCDF regulations recognize the need for states to 
conduct formal, structured consultation with Tribal governments, including Tribal leadership. 
Many states and tribes have consultation policies and procedures in place.  
There is a representative from Montana tribes on the Montana Early Childhood Advisory Council. 
There is a CCDF report given by the Early Childhood Services Bureau Chief at each council meeting. 
Council members can ask questions about the upcoming changes, and are notified of the state's 
progress on completing the State Plan through email, website updates, and meeting discussions. 
Opportunities for feedback on the State Plan, and discussion following the presentations are given. 
Work groups are formed around various policy changes to receive feedback and recommendations 
from Council members.  
Distribution of the draft plan includes CCDF Tribal Administrators and Tribal Head Start 
representatives.   

a. Describe any other entities, agencies, or organizations consulted on the development of the 
CCDF Plan. The Montana Early Childhood Advisory Council (MECAC) is comprised of the following 
representation:  
- Services for children with developmental delays/disabilities 
- Early Childhood Coalitions 
- Local Home Visiting programs 
- State agency for child care 
- State agency responsible for child care licensing 
- State agency responsible for CACFP 
- Child care program owners/directors  
- American Academy of Pediatrics 
- State tribal relations  
- State agency responsible for child welfare  
- Association for Montana Public Health Officials 
- Zero to Five Montana 
- Business Industry  
- State Education Agency OPI (Part B, Homelessness) 
- local education agency  
- State agency responsible for workforce development 
- State Agency responsible for health or mental health 
- Head Start Association 
- State Director of Head Start Collaboration 
- Economic development  
- Board of public education  
- Early childhood workforce development  
- State agency for Part C 
- Institutions of Higher Education  
- State Agency responsible for TANF /MA/CHIP 
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- DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊ  

 

1.3.2 Describe the statewide or territory-wide public hearing process held to provide the public with 
an opportunity to comment on the provision of child care services under this Plan 
(658D(b)(1)(C); 98.16(f)). Reminder: Lead Agencies are required to hold at least one public 
hearing in the state or territory, with sufficient statewide or territory-wide distribution of 
notice prior to such a hearing to enable the public to comment on the provision of child care 
services under the CCDF Plan. At a minimum, this description must include: 

 Date of the public hearing. May 12, 2021 
Reminder: Must be no earlier than January 1, 2021, which is 9 months prior to the October 1, 
2021, effective date of the Plan. If more than one public hearing was held, please enter one 
date (e.g., the date of the first hearing, the most recent hearing or any hearing date that 
demonstrates this requirement).  

 Date of notice of public hearing (date for the notice of public hearing identified in a.. April 19, 
2021  
Reminder: Must be at least 20 calendar days prior to the date of the public hearing. If more 
than one public hearing was held, enter one date of notice (e.g., the date of the first notice, 
the most recent notice or any date of notice that demonstrates this requirement).  

 How was the public notified about the public hearing? Please include specific website links if 
used to provide notice. The Lead Agency posted an announcement about the public hearing on the 
Early Childhood Services Bureau website. The announcement included the following information: "The 
2022-2024 CCDF State Plan Public Hearing is set for May 12, 2021. The Public Hearing will be hosted 
virtually on Microsoft Teams. Details have been posted on the DPHHS public calendar. On April 23, a 
draft of the plan will be available on the Early Childhood Services Bureau website, and public comments 
will be accepted online between April 23 and May 14 on the Early Childhood Services Bureau website." 
The announcement was ADA compliant per state website regulations. The announcement was 
distributed via email to interested parties by CCR&R Outreach and Communications Specialists. The 
announcement  was emailed to the ECSB interested parties list, which includes staff from the Lead 
Agency, the Montana Early Childhood Project, CCR&Rs, the Montana Early Childhood Advisory Council, 
Tribal CCDF Administrators, Head Start / Early Head Start Directors, STARS to Quality (QRIS) programs, 
and individuals that have requested to be added to the interested parties list.  

 Hearing site or method, including how geographic regions of the state or territory were 
addressed. The public hearing was conducted virtually, and recorded. A recording of the hearing was 
available by request and was ADA compliant with closed captioning. The public comment period was 
offered over a two-week period, and the public could submit comments electronically through an 
online survey link, so the public  did not need to attend the hearing for their comments to be 
considered.  

 How the content of the Plan was made available to the public in advance of the public 
hearing. (e.g., the Plan was made available in other languages, in multiple formats, etc.)  
The plan was available on the Early Childhood Services Bureau website and attached to the State 
public e-calendar. The notice of public comment period and public hearing indicated the website 
location and date the draft plan would be available.  

 How was the information provided by the public taken into consideration regarding the 
provision of child care services under this Plan? The Early Childhood Services Bureau developed a 
committee, including the Bureau Chief and program managers, to review all comments submitted 

http://www.bestbeginnings.mt.gov/
https://app.mt.gov/cal/html/event/dphhs/2018/4/26/%3Bjsessionid%3D8480E76FAD68D096DFEB0881B5D8B2DD.node1?viewperiod=1&currentViewtype=2&viewtype=2
http://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/ChildCare.aspx
http://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/ChildCare.aspx
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during the comment period. The committee responded to comments and decided if any changes 
needed to be made to the plan based on the comments. A report was available on the Early Childhood 
Services Bureau Website that showed comments and responses from the committee. Revisions to the 
state plan were made as a result of public comments received.   

1.3.3 Lead Agencies are required to make the submitted and final Plan, any Plan amendments, and 
any approved requests for temporary relief (i.e., waivers) publicly available on a website 
(98.14(d)). Please note that a Lead Agency must submit Plan amendments within 60 days of a 
ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ό!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛnformation may be found at 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/pi-2009-01.) 

 Provide the website link to where the Plan, any Plan amendments, and/or waivers are 
available. Note: A Plan amendment is required if the website address where the Plan is 
posted is changed. https://dphhs.mt.gov/ecfsd/childcare/childcareanddevelopmentfund  

 Describe any other strategies that the Lead Agency uses to make the CCDF Plan and Plan 
amendments available to the public (98.14(d)). Check all that apply and describe the 
strategies below, including any relevant website links as examples. 

Ἠ Working with advisory committees. Describe: There is a CCDF report given by the Early 
Childhood Services Bureau Chief at each Council meeting. The Council is notified via email, and a 
notice is posted on the Early Childhood Services Bureau website. Once an amendment to the 
State Plan has been made and accepted, the State Plan is updated on the Early Childhood 
Services Bureau website. The Council disseminates the information to their partners they work 
with, including local and statewide partners. 

Ἠ Working with child care resource and referral agencies. Describe:  
Child Care Resource and Referral agencies are notified via email, and a notice is posted on the 
Early Childhood Services Bureau website. Once an amendment to the State Plan has been made 
and accepted, the State Plan is updated on the Early Childhood Services Bureau website. Child 
Care Resource and Referral Agencies route any questions from their community members to the 
Early Childhood Services Bureau. A quarterly meeting is held with the CCR&R Network wherein 
information concerning the State Plan is shared and comments are received. 

ἦ Providing translation in other languages. Describe:    

Ἠ Sharing through social media (e.g., Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, email). Describe:  
Montana uses an Interested Parties email distribution list to provide updates to Montana's State 
Plan, including the drafting process, important dates, and amendments. In addition to the 
Interested Parties List, Montana emails our various partners, including: 
 -  The Early Childhood Project 

- Child Care Licensing 

- The Montana Early Childhood Advisory Council 

- Best Beginnings Local Coalitions 

- The Early Childhood and Family Support Division of Montana DPHHS 

- Early Head Start and Head Start directors 

- The Montana Project LAUNCH team 

- Montana Preschool Development Grant team 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/pi-2009-01
https://dphhs.mt.gov/ecfsd/childcare/childcareanddevelopmentfund
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- Infant Toddler and Preschool Instructors 

- Child Care Resource and Referral agencies 

- Child and Adult Care Food Program Sponsors 

Child Care Resource and Referral Outreach and Communications Specialists share information on 
a variety of social media platforms, including Facebook and Instagram, in addition to email.  

Ἠ Providing notification to stakeholders (e.g., parent and family groups, provider groups, 
advocacy  groups). Describe: Montana uses an Interested Parties email distribution list 
to provide updates to Montana's State Plan, including the drafting process, important 
dates, and amendments. There are over 350 individuals on the Interested Parties list, 
including child care providers and parents. In addition to the Interested Parties List, 
Montana emails our various partners, including: 

- The Early Childhood Project 

- The Montana Early Childhood Advisory Council 

- Local Coalitions 

- The Early Childhood and Family Support Division of Montana DPHHS 

- Early Head Start and Head Start directors, including Tribal 

- Child Care Resource and Referral agencies 

These partners share the information provided with the providers and families in their 
communities. Once an amendment to the State Plan has been made and accepted, the 
State Plan is updated on the Early Childhood Services Bureau website. The public is 
notified via email, and a notice is posted on the Early Childhood Services Bureau 
website. 

 

Ἠ Working with statewide afterschool networks or similar coordinating entities for out-of-
school time. 

ἦ Other. Describe:  

1.4 Coordination with Partners to Expand Accessibility and Continuity of Care 

Lead Agencies are required to describe how the state or territory will efficiently, and to the 
extent practicable, coordinate child care services supported by CCDF with programs operating at 
the federal, state/territory, and local levels for children in the programs listed below. This 
includes programs for the benefit of Indian children, infants and toddlers, children with 
disabilities, children experiencing homelessness, and children in foster care (98.14(a)(1)). 

1.4.1 Describe how the Lead Agency coordinates the provision of child care services with the 
following programs to expand accessibility and continuity of care and to assist children 
enrolled in early childhood programs in receiving full-day services that meet the needs of 
working families (658E(c)(2)(O); 98.12(a); 98.14(a)).  

This list includes agencies or programs required by law or rule, along with a list of optional 
partners that Lead Agencies potentially would coordinate with over the next 3 years to expand 
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accessibility and continuity of care and to assist children enrolled in early childhood programs in 
receiving full-day services. 

Include in the descriptions the goals of this coordination, such as: 

¶ extending the day or year of services for families. 

¶ smoothing transitions for children between programs or as they age into school. 

¶ enhancing and aligning the quality of services for infants and toddlers through  
school- age children. 

¶ linking comprehensive services to children in child care or school-age settings. 

¶ developing the supply of quality care for vulnerable populations (as defined by the Lead 
Agency) in child care and out-of-school time settings. 

 The Lead Agency is required to coordinate with the following agencies. Provide a description 
for how coordination occurred. 

i. Appropriate representatives of the general purpose local government, which can include 
counties, municipalities, or townships/towns. Describe the coordination goals, processes, 
and results: The Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services created a new Early 
Childhood and Family Support Division (ECFSD) in 2019. The division is comprised of 3 bureaus and 
houses over 30 different programs- from prenatal to adult. For more information about the 
programs and services of ECFSD, view the ECSFD 2021 Legislative Presentation. Coordination and 
collaborative partnerships are at the core of how ECFSD delivers services. This can be seen through 
the various stakeholder committees, local teams, and coalitions, through the 700 contracts or 
agreements for service, including universities, health care providers, local government (counties, 
municipalities, etc.), private nonprofit organizations, and small businesses throughout the state. 

Goals: 

1. Equitable Access and Quality Services. Services equitably support health, positive development, 
and wellbeing starting prenatally, through childhood, adolescence, and into the adult years. 

2. Workforce. Montana has a confident and effective public health, social services, family support, 
and early learning and development workforce. 

3. Engagement. Individuals, families, providers, and communities are engaged and valued as 
partners and leaders. 

4. /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
development programs are coordinated to maximize resources and strengthen services. 

5. 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴǎ 
programs and services through well supported staff, sound fiscal and policy implementation, 
continuous improvement, and accountability.    

 

State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care or similar coordinating body 
(pursuant to 642B(b)(I)(A)(i) of the Head Start Act). Describe the coordination goals, 
processes, and results: The Council's purpose is to not only improve collaboration and 
coordination across the spectrum of governmental and non-profit organizations providing early 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/Documents/2021biennialreports/ECFSD2021.pdf
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childhood services, but to serve as a connector cross sector, bridging community and state needs 
for early childhood issues. Duties include pursuing the following objectives: families with young 
children are supported in their community; social, emotional, and mental health needs of young 
children and families are supported; children have access to high quality early childhood programs, 
child care is an integral infrastructure support for strong economies and business throughout the 
state. 
 
Goals: The primary goal is to enhance and align the quality of services by expanding accessibility 
and continuity of care. 

Ἠ Check here if the Lead Agency has official representation and a decision-making 
role in the State Advisory Council or similar coordinating body. 

Indian tribe(s) and/or tribal organization(s), at the option of individual tribes. Describe the 
coordination goals, processes, and results, including which tribe(s) was (were) consulted:  
A representative for tribes sits on the State Advisory Council. The Early Childhood Services Bureau 
Chief and Head Start State Collaboration Director sit on the Building Strong Foundations for 
Families workgroup, in which a key goal is to increase the inclusion of American Indian content and 
leadership in infant and toddler care statewide. The Head Start State Collaboration Director 
coordinates with tribal organizations in the following ways:  

-Coordination with all tribal HS programs  
-Coordination and regular communication with the AIAN HSCO 
-Member of the AIAN HSCO National Advisory Council 
-Goals areas for tribal work in both the HSCO grant strategic plan, Montana Head Start 
Association strategic plan and the draft HSCO-MTHSA MOU 
-Monthly meeting with the Office of Public Instruction new Tribal Liaison position and the AIAN 
HSCO facilitated by the HSCO. 
-Financial, planning support and state level coordination for the Early Childhood Tribal Language 
Summit 
-Region 11 staff and the AIAN HSCO being invited to monthly MTHSA calls and in person 
meetings with intentional inclusion of AIAN needs. 
- Increase collaboration of all Region XI and Region VIII HS programs in Montana by intentional 
inclusion of all the voices and experiences of Montana programs. 
-Jointly meet with AIAN programs no less than twice per year to discuss ways that allow for the 
MTHSA to be more inclusive and relevant for AIAN programs and to encourage a dialogue that is 
reflective of the specific needs of AIAN programs in Montana. 
-Jointly meet with frontier serving programs no less than twice per year to discuss ways that 
allow for the MTHSA to be more inclusive and relevant for rural programs and to encourage a 
dialogue that is reflective of the specific needs of rural programs in Montana. 

- Goals: Increased coordination and understanding of different program administration strategies and 
policies. Stronger understanding of specific cultural needs and meeting the needs of families. Other 
outcomes may include MOUs between Tribal government and state government related to licensing 
standards, expanded participation in the State's quality initiatives. 

 

ἦ N/AτCheck here if there are no Indian tribes and/or tribal organizations in the 

state. 
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State/territory agency(ies) responsible for programs for children with special needs, including 
early intervention programs authorized under the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (Part C for infants and toddlers and Part B, Section 619 for preschool). Describe the 
coordination goals, processes, and results: As a result of the division transition, /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Special Health Services (CSHS) is a program within ECFSD. Children and youth with special health 
needs are children and youth who have or are at risk for chronic physical, developmental, 
behavioral, or emotional conditions, and who also require additional health or related services. 
Children served in this program include children in foster care and/or children residing on 
reservations 
 
Part C: As a result of the division transition, Part C is a program within the Early Childhood Services 
Bureau. aƻƴǘŀƴŀ aƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜǎκtŀǊǘ / ƻŦ ǘƘŜ L59! 9ŀǊƭȅ LƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ 
comprehensive system of early intervention services and supports for families who have infants or 
toddlers, from birth through three who have significant developmental delays or disabilities or 
have been diagnosed with an established condition associated with significant delays in 
development. The Montana Famƛƭȅ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ όC{{!/ύ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŀƎŜƴŎȅ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǘƻ ŀŘǾƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ tŀǊǘ / tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ ǇƭŀƴΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ Ƴǳƭti-disciplinary, coordinated program of early 
intervention and family support services for children, age birth through two, with disabilities and 
their families. The Early Childhood Services Bureau Chief, and several division and bureau staff, 
are members of the FSSAC.  

 
Goals: Promote access to Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs services, strengthen 
access to Early Intervention services across the state, and increase access to early hearing 
detection. Increase collaboration with IDEA Part B programming that provides special education 
preschool services for children with special needs between the ages of three and five. 

State/territory office/director for Head Start state collaboration. Describe the coordination 
goals, processes, and results: The Montana Head Start State Collaboration Office (HSSCO) 
Director is supervised by the CCDF Program Manager in the Early Childhood Services Bureau. The 
HSSCO Director has a seat on the Montana Early Childhood Advisory Council. The director 
participates in the following additional councils and groups:  
American Indian Alaska Native Head Start Collaboration Office National Advisory Council 

¶ Oral Health Network Steering Committee 

¶ Office of Public Instruction Social Emotional Competencies Workgroup 

¶ Office of Public Instruction Montana Student Well- Being Workgroup 

¶ Early Childhood Project Advisory Council 

¶ Family Engagement Workgroup  

¶ MIECHV Steering Committee 

¶ Infant Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation Workgroup 

¶ Montana Head Start Association 

¶ Montana Substance Use Disorder Task Force 

¶ Zero to Five- Building Strong Foundations for Families Workgroup 
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¶ Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee of ECFSD 

Goals:  
Goal 1:  Standards and monitoring are aligned across licensing, STARS to Quality, Preschool standards and 
Head Start. 
Goal 2: Enhance data sharing and collection between the individual Head Start programs, other early 
childhood programs, and longitudinal data pertinent to early childhood development.  
Goal 3: Support the expansion and access of high-quality workforce and professional development 
opportunities for EHS/HS staff. 
Goal 4: Increase the alignment between the STARS to Quality program and Head Start programs.  
Goal 5: Increase overall ability to transition Head Start students to the K-12 educational system and to 
evaluate student outcomes over time. 
Goal 6: Work collaboratively with community and family partners and the Head Start community to 
address service gaps and barriers in services for vulnerable populations. 

 

State/territory agency responsible for public health, including the agency responsible for 
immunizations. Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results:  
As a result of the division transition, the Family Community Health Bureau is part of ECFSD. 
wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ǎƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ. In addition, 
joint projects occur among these partners such as partnering with the Public Health office on 
Immunization training and outreach. The Council provides advisory capacity for comprehensive 
early childhood services in Montana, including the CCDF. The Lead Agency collaborates with the 
Montana Immunization Program in the following ways: 

¶ Great Beginnings Great Families (GBGF) conference - The Annual Great Beginnings Great Families 
conference is a partnership between the Lead Agency and the Family and Community Health 
Bureau within in PHSD. This conference offers opportunities for professional development for 
early learning/early childhood providers, social workers/mental health professionals, home 
visitors, and public health program staff (WIC, Family Planning, Children with Special Health Care 
Needs). 

¶ Montana Immunization Program - The Lead Agency collaborates with the Child Care Licensing 
program within ECFSD, who work directly with the Immunization Program to support child care 
providers in meeting immunization requirements. 

Goal: Strengthen internal understanding of programs across the division. 

State/territory agency responsible for employment services/workforce development. Describe 
the coordination goals, processes, and results:  

Coordination: The contracted agencies through the Public Assistance Bureau, entitled WoRC operators, 
have a represented seat on the Best Beginnings Advisory Council. The Council provides advisory capacity 
for comprehensive early childhood services in Montana, including the CCDF. WoRC operators also provide 
referrals for TANF families who need child care. Representation of employment services/workforce 
development are on the Advisory Council.  

Goal: Montana has a confident and effective public health, social services, family support, and early 
learning and development workforce. Our success is predicated on having a highly skilled and motivated 
workforce to build capacity and provide high quality services for children, individuals, and families. 
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State/territory agency responsible for public education, including Prekindergarten (PreK). 
Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results:  

- Coordination: The Office of Public Instruction has representation for an Early Grades Specialist, 
a Title 1- Neglected and Delinquent, Homeless Children and Youth Specialist, and a Preschool 
Specialist for Special Education (3-5) on the Advisory Council. The Council provides advisory 
capacity for comprehensive early childhood services in Montana, including the CCDF.  

- Goals: Increased coordination related to resources and professional development. Increased 
transition opportunities and structure from early childhood to kindergarten. Expand 
opportunities for preschool in Montana in transition, assessment, and accessibility 

State/territory agency responsible for child care licensing. Describe the coordination goals, 
processes, and results: As a result of the division transition, Child Care Licensing is within the 
Early Childhood Services Bureau. This transition provides an opportunity for Child Care Licensing 
to be better coordinated and aligned with broader provider supports and quality initiatives. The 
Early Childhood Services Bureau collaborates with Child Care Licensing to support child care 
licensing requirements. Child Care Licensing also provides representation on the Best Beginnings 
Advisory Council as well. CCL and ECSB work together to coordinate the new federal rules and 
apply the regulations enhancing and aligning the quality of services. 

- Goals: The goal of partnership and alignment between ECSB and Child Care Licensing is to 
ensure licensing standards and interpretation of rule meet the needs of child care providers as 
well as the STARS to Quality program. STARS to Quality works very closely with Child Care 
Licensing to ensure training requirements and criteria are complimentary and not duplicated 
potentially streamlining the process for licensing and STARS. School Age licensing path is also a 
goal for this partnership. In addition, a goal of this partnership is to promote and incentivize 
small child care businesses to become licensed. 

 

ii. State/territory agency responsible for the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) and 
other relevant nutrition programs. Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results:  
Coordination: The CACFP office has representation on the Advisory Council. The Council will 
provide advisory capacity for comprehensive early childhood services in Montana, including the 
CCDF. CACFP is part of the Early Childhood Services Bureau, and they directly coordinate through 
meetings and projects to ensure the effective delivery of services throughout the state. Goals: 
Awareness and outreach of services for child care providers. To review and initiate nutrition and 
physical activity indicators within the QRIS framework, which will involve a great deal of 
collaboration between Child Care Licensing, Early Childhood Services Bureau (including STARS), and 
CACFP, who already are meeting on a monthly basis to collaborate and inform one-another about 
program-specific needs and issues. 

Goals: Awareness and outreach of services for child care providers. To review and initiate nutrition 
and physical activity indicators within the QRIS framework, which will involve a great deal of 
collaboration between Child Care Licensing, Early Childhood Services Bureau (including STARS), and 
CACFP, who already are meeting on a monthly basis to collaborate and inform one-another about 
program-specific needs and issues. 
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McKinney-Vento state coordinators for homeless education and other agencies providing 
services for children experiencing homelessness and, to the extent practicable, local 
McKinney-Vento liaisons. Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results:  

 Coordination: The State Coordinator for Homeless Education is housed in the Montana Office of 
Public Instruction. This person is involved with the Advisory Council  and closely collaborates with 
the Lead Agency regarding this topic. They bring expertise in early literacy, homelessness, Title 1, 
Part B and C and preschool programming. 

 Several projects and services have been coordinated because of these relationships. The Lead 
Agency worked with the Public Health and Safety Division and Child Care Licensing Program to 
establish a procedure for how a family experiencing homelessness would be able to comply with 
immunizations in order to participate in the Best Beginnings Scholarship Program. 

 Goals: Increased access to child care services for families who may be homeless by reducing 
barriers regarding policies and statute. Policy development will support child care providers as 
well by increasing the resources and knowledge available on enrolling a child whose family is 
experiencing homelessness. 
 

State/territory agency responsible for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
program. Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results:  

Coordination: A representative from TANF has a seat on the Best Beginnings Advisory Council. 

The Council provides advisory capacity for comprehensive early childhood services in Montana, 

including the CCDF. The TANF office and the Child Care Resource and Referral agency offices 

work closely to ensure that program policies and services are applied consistently. The 

Eligibility Specialists at the local CCR&Rs work with the WoRC Program case managers to 

establish need for service and set up benefits for individuals who are eligible. The TANF 

Working Caretaker Relative program and the program requirements are outlined in the TANF 

policy manual. 

Goals: Increased coordination and shared understanding of policies 

and  programs. 

 

Agency responsible for Medicaid and the state /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ 
the coordination goals, processes, and results:  

State/territory agency responsible for mental health. Describe the coordination goals, 
processes, and results: Description: Staff from the Lead Agency sit on the advisory council for 
the Montana Access to Pediatric Psychiatry Network (MAPP-Net). Montana received a federal 
HRSA grant in September 2018 to expand access to pediatric psychiatry. The Montana Access to 
Pediatric Psychiatry Network (MAPP-Net) grant strives to support primary care providers and 
behavioral health specialists in serving children and youth in their communities with mental 
healthcare needs through education and consultation.  
 
Zero to Three, a non-profit organization, provided a training series on infant and early childhood 
mental health from 2019-2021.  The training was free for mental health students, licensure 
candidates, and providers in the state.  Montana has a shortage of mental health providers and is 
especially short on those who work with very young children and their families.  The Zero to Three 
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training series consisted of Diagnostic Criteria ages 0-5 years (DC:0-5) infant and early childhood 
mental health webinars with case consultation, and a smaller group of mental health providers 
finishing with 10 months of reflective consultation.  On average, 40 participants attended the 
DC:0-5 and webinars and 6 completed the reflective consultation portion. 
 
The Early Childhood and Family Support Division (ECFSD) collaborates with Addictive and Mental 
5ƛǎƻǊŘŜǊǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ό!a55ύΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ .ureau, and the Child and Family Services 
5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ ό/C{5ύ CŀƳƛƭȅ CƛǊǎǘ !Ŏǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ tŀǊŜƴǘ /ƘƛƭŘ LƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇȅ όPCIT). The overall goal 
is to increase the number of PCIT certified mental health providers across the state in order to 
support the needs of children and families involved with CFSD.  
 
Staff from the Early Childhood Services Bureau sit on the work group for Linking Systems of Care 
work (LSOC).  [/h{Ωǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
families by providing consistent, coordinated, and collaborative responses that address the 
presenting issues and the full range of victims' needs.  Outcomes include a trauma screener 
ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘƻ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀǳma 
informed policies and approaches. 
 
Goals: 9ȄǇŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴ the state. 
Strengthen partnerships with MAPP-Net, Zero to Three, the Family and Community Health Bureau 
and the Children's Mental Health Bureau to increase the support of social, emotional, and mental 
health needs of young children and families. Montana would like to establish a system of mental 
health coordinators, which would include family engagement, the Pyramid Model, and 
social/emotional evidence- based practices.  

Child care resource and referral agencies, child care consumer education organizations, and 
providers of early childhood education training and professional development. Describe 
the coordination goals, processes, and results:  

Coordination: Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies are represented on the MECAC. ECSB and the 
CCR&Rs hold regular quarterly meetings to review quarterly data, brainstorm, address challenges and 
opportunities to further professional development and training. Representation for Zero to Five is on the 
Advisory Council. Zero to Five promotes a bipartisan agenda to advance early childhood policy strategies 
through innovative partnership, collaboration, and sustainable solutions. The statewide office leads 
initiatives, such as Family Forward Montana, and builds partnerships to work towards a future where all 
children and families have access to high-quality, affordable, equitable services and programs, such as 
PreK, child care, and home visiting. Child Care Training.org is a long-distance on-line training organization 
that ECSB contracts with for creation and deliverance of required child care trainings. CCT provides ECSB 
with quarterly reports. These reports provide data that allow the bureau to monitor the and receives 
quarterly reports to monitor contract deliverables. In addition, CCT and ECSB conduct regular meetings to 
review data, coordinate efforts, and plan for implementation of new professional development and 
training opportunities. s a result of the Preschool Development Grant, Montana partnered with the 
Center for Health and Safety Culture at Montana State University ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άTools for the Age of Your 
Childέ ŦƻǊ л-4 on their website for parentingmontana.org. This website provides consumer education 
materials for ages 0-19, and connects families with their local prevention specialist and CCR&R. 

The Montana ChƛƭŘ /ŀǊŜ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜŦŜǊǊŀƭ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
CCR&R agencies. The Network provides opportunities for collaboration and coordination across the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜǎ across licensed provider types, but a core goal is to 
support family and group home child care programs across the state. The Network also holds memb 
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Goals: Increased coordination and consistent application of policies. Family friendly policies, opportunity 
to identify strengths and challenges within policy application and community level services. Increase 
awareness of quality early learning and development, family stability, and individualized health services. 

 Statewide afterschool network or other coordinating entity for out-of-school time care  
(if applicable). Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results:  

Coordination: The Montana Afterschool Alliance is the organization for advocacy and policy 
making in Montana. The ECSB Bureau Chief and the Head Start State Collaboration Director 
represent DPHHS on the board of this organization. Representation for the afterschool network 
is on the Advisory Council.  

Goals: Extending the day and/or year of services for families and enhancing the quality of 
services. A pathway of licensing regulations specific to the school age child is needed and is 
being planned. There is a workgroup, of which ECSB belongs, to create quality standards for 
school age programs. 

Agency responsible for emergency management and response. Describe the coordination 
goals, processes, and results:  
Coordination: The Lead Agency coordinates with the State Continuity and Emergency 
Management Office (SCEMO) to develop, maintain, and review the Continuity of Operations Plan 
(COOP) for the Early Childhood Services Bureau. The purpose of the coordination with SCEMO is 
to support the procedures that facilitate organized decision making at unique times that might 
otherwise be chaotic. SCEMO assists the Lead Agency in the following processes:  
- Focus decision making on priority issues in a potentially volatile environment  
- Provide process ranking information to assist in the allocation of limited recovery resources at 
the time of an incident  
- Provide procedures to recover from a variety of incidents in an organized manner  
- Protect State assets  
- Preserve the State image and public confidence  
- Communicate appropriately to the press and staff the nature and resolution of the incident 
coordination in developing and maintaining the COOP establishes and supports an on-going 
continuity planning process that will:  
     - Evaluate the impact of significant incidents that may adversely affect the processes identified 
in this plan  
     - Develop and maintain a plan to ensure the organization can restore the processes according 
to the priority identified in this plan  
     - Support the National Essential Functions of Government for the citizens and businesses in 
the state of Montana in a timely manner.  
 
Goals: Shared focus on the continued functioning of critical government leadership elements, 
including: succession to key offices, such as those of the governor; communications within the 
branches of government, government agencies, and the public; leadership and management 
operations; situational awareness; and personnel accountability. Maintain external relationships 
and agreements with a wide variety of entities. This includes communications and interactions, 
as necessary, during a crisis  with critical partners and organizations, including the federal 
government; other state, territorial, tribal and local governments; and private sector and non-
profit organizations.  
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 The following are examples of optional partners a state might coordinate with to provide 
services. Check which optional partners the Lead Agency coordinates with and describe the 
coordination goals, processes and results. 

Ἠ i. State/territory/local agencies with Early Head Start ς Child Care Partnership 
grants. Describe:  
Coordination: The Head Start Collaboration Director for Montana is responsible for 
supporting the Early Head Start Partnership grantees and alignment within the state 
early childhood system. This group includes representation from STARS to Quality, Early 
Childhood Services Bureau, the Early Childhood Project, private child care providers 
involved in the partnership, Child Care Licensing, Early Head Start Training and 
Technical Assistance personnel, and the Early Childhood Collaborative Systems Unit 
Coordinator. The group meets quarterly to coordinate and smooth transition for 
children between programs and to align quality of services. 
Goals: Increased awareness of program and family needs for Early Head Start. Increased 
understanding of eligibility policies for Early Head Start programs. Coordinating and 
aligning subsidy and PD.  

 

Ἠ ii. State/territory institutions for higher education, including community colleges. 
Describe:  

Coordination: Representatives of higher education, including community colleges, 
participate in the Advisory Council. ECSB partners with Montana State University - 
Western to assign and align assessors for the QRIS program in Montana. The  

Goals: Increased enrollment in Early Childhood Education courses leading to completion 
of a degree in ECE. Students receiving a degree in ECE increase the qualified candidate 
pool thereby increasing quality in child care and early childhood education in Montana. 

Ἠ iii. Other federal, state, local, and/or private agencies providing early 
childhood and school-age/youth-serving developmental services. 
Describe:  

¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ CǳƴŘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 9/C{5Φ The Early Childhood Services 
Bureau chief is appointed to the Children's Trust Fund and coordinates with 
the CTF and the Child and Family Services Division to work within a 
comprehensive system. The Montana Afterschool Alliance organization is 
established to support and advocate for school age services in Montana. 
The Bureau Chief of ECSB and Head Start Collaboration sit on this board. 
The advisory board includes Montana School Administrators, program 
administrators, and representatives from other government agencies and 
parents. 

Goals: Increased coordination and understanding across sectors about 
services for the early childhood population and their families. Development 
of quality standards for out of school time. A pathway for licensing this 
unique group of providers for health and safety requirements.  

Ἠ iv. State/territory agency responsible for implementing the Maternal 
and Child Home Visitation programs grant. Describe:  
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As a result of the division transition, the program responsible for home 
visiting is within ECFSD. The Healthy Montana Families program provides 
home visiting services throughout Montana. Home visiting services are 
voluntary and serve pregnant and newly parenting women and 
families/caregivers with infants and young children. The Healthy 
Montana Families home visiting program also works with families 
referred by the Child and Family Services Division. ECFSD engaged 
stakeholders in a transparent and collaborative process to provide public 
input and guidance for ongoing home visiting services. The committee 
included home visiting providers, legislators, state and tribal partners, 
and advocates to provide guidance and strategic direction for ongoing 
home visiting services in Montana. The committee collaborated to 
provide ECFSD direction in a variety of areas, including:  
o The creation of a dashboard for transparent data sharing  
o Creating a transparent funding allocation model for home visiting sites 
o Targeting priority populations to best serve Montanans and use existing 
funds to prioritize distribution in a way that makes the most sense for 
Montana  
o Exploring how to set federal funding priorities for communities that 
cannot access other funding sources  
o Exploring public insurance options as an additional funding option to 
expand home visiting  
o Strengthening referrals and referral processes locally  
o Continuing state-level partnership between Early Childhood and Family 
Support Division and Child and Families Services Division  
o Continuing to seek additional funding sources to expand home visiting  
o Emphasizing social and emotional health as a priority in additional 
funding 

Ἠ v. Agency responsible for Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic, 
and Treatment Program. Describe:  

Coordination: Many families accessing the Best Beginnings Scholarship 
(child care subsidy) are also Medicaid eligible or participants. Medicaid 
and Health Services administers Medicaid and the state Children's Health 
Insurance Program. This branch also includes the Children's Mental 
Health Bureau (CMHB).  

  Healthy Montana Families (HMF) home visiting program, WIC, and the 
Maternal and Child Health Block Grant are within ECFSD. HMF requires 
child clients to receive well-child checkups as recommended by the 
American Academy of Pediatrics Bright Futures. In Montana, this 
requirement is aligned with the EPSDT benefit. This supports child care by 
familiarizing the family with the need for regular well-child visits and 
recommended immunization schedules, thereby making their children 
more likely to arrive in child care with current immunizations and 
documentation. 

Goals: Strengthen partnerships with CMHB to further establish and 
promote support of mental health services through the use of Medicaid 
codes and other avenues for children and families. Improve screening, 
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referral, navigation, and coordination for health, social services, family 
support, and early learning and development programs. 

Ἠ vi. State/territory agency responsible for child welfare. Describe:  

Coordination: Child and Family Services Division is responsible for child 
welfare in Montana and has a seat on the Council. Referrals from CFSD are 
accepted by the state child care agency and determined eligible for child 
care assistance. 

Additionally, representatives from the lead agency sit on coordinating 
boards for the prevention of child abuse and neglect and have coordinated 
with CFSD in building a strategic plan for the state of Montana to meet the 
needs and eradicate the high number of CPS cases and foster care 
placements. Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies directs the Period of Purple 
Crying for the Children's Trust Fund Board. These organizations, along with 
the Child Protective Services Administrator, represent child welfare and sit 
on the Advisory Council to coordinate services. 

Goals: Increased coordination and shared understanding of policies and 
programs. Blended and leveraged funding is possible through combined 
conferences and programs to develop a statewide strategic plan to mitigate 
child abuse and neglect. 

Ἠ vii. Provider groups or associations. Describe:  
Coordination: The family and group provider organizations in the state 
are regionally organized and operating. ECSB, through the Montana 
CCR&R Network, sponsored a conference for family and group home 
providers in 2019 and 2020. In the summer of 2020, ECSB held virtual 
town halls. Various stakeholders such as child care providers, parents of 
young children, community partners, partnering state agencies and 
programs, legislators and policy makers, and interested business and 
community members were invited to attend. In order to accommodate 
those that may not be able to attend during a typical work week, town 
halls are held in the evening and offer an opportunity to ask questions 
regarding CCDF related topics. 

Goals: Increased awareness and shared understanding of the needs of early 
childhood programs across setting types. Communication and feedback 
opportunities are increased and a priority is established for Family and Group 
home providers and families. 

ἦ viii. Parent groups or organizations. Describe:  
 

ἦ ix. Other. Describe:  
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1.5 Optional Use of Combined Funds, CCDF Matching, and Maintenance-of-Effort 
Funds 

Optional Use of Combined Funds: States and territories have the option to combine CCDF funds 
with any required program in 1.4.1. These programs include those operating at the federal, 
state, and local levels for children in preschool programs, tribal early childhood programs, and 
other early childhood programs, including those serving infants and toddlers with disabilities, 
children experiencing homelessness, and children in foster care (658E(c)(2)(O)(ii)). 

Combining funds could include blending multiple funding streams, pooling funds, or layering 
funds together from multiple funding streams to expand and/or enhance services for infants, 
toddlers, preschoolers, and school-age children and families to allow for the delivery of 
comprehensive quality care that meets the needs of children and families. For example, 
state/territory agencies may use multiple funding sources to offer grants or contracts to 
programs to deliver services; a state/territory may allow a county/local government to use 
coordinated funding streams; or policies may be in place that allow local programs to layer CCDF 
funds with additional funding sources to pay for full-day, full-year child care that meets Early 
Head Start/Head Start Program Performance Standards or state/territory Prekindergarten 
requirements in addition to state/territory child care licensing requirements. 

As a reminder, CCDF funds may be used in collaborative efforts with Head Start programs to 
provide comprehensive child care and development services for children who are eligible for 
both programs. In fact, the coordination and collaboration between Head Start and CCDF is 
strongly encouraged by sections 640(g)(1)(D) and (E); 640(h); 641(d)(2)(H)(v); and 642(e)(3) of 
the Head Start Act in the provision of full working day, full calendar year comprehensive 
services. To implement such collaborative programs, which share, for example, space, 
equipment, or materials, grantees may layer several funding streams so that seamless services 
are provided (Policy and Program Guidance for the Early Head Start ς Child Care Partnerships: 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/occ/acf_im_ohs_15_03.pdf). 

1.5.1 Does the Lead Agency choose to combine funding for CCDF services for any programs 
identified in 1.4.1 (98.14(a)(3))? 

ἦ    No (If no, skip to question 1.5.2) 

Ἠ    Yes. If yes, describe at a minimum: 

 How you define άŎƻƳōƛƴŜ?έ Using multiple funding streams to pay for services; by paying a 
portion out of each funding stream and/or paying for some services with one funding stream and 
other services with a different funding stream. Allocation percentages are based on available 
funding. 

 Which funds you will combine? TANF, IV-E Waiver, and Montana State general funds. 
 What is your purpose and expected outcomes for combining funds, such as extending 
the day or year of services available (i.e., full-day, full-year programming for working 
families), smoothing transitions for children, enhancing and aligning quality of services, 
linking comprehensive services to children in child care, or developing the supply of child 
care for vulnerable populations?  Note:  Responses should align with the goals, 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/occ/acf_im_ohs_15_03.pdf
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processes and results describe in 1.4.1.   Combining TANF, IV-E and state general funds 
allows the state to support a supply of child care for vulnerable populations. 

 

 How you will be combining multiple sets of funding, such as at the state/territory level, 
local level, program level? The combined funding is administered at the state level. 

 How are the funds tracked and method of oversight 9/C{5Ωǎ CƛǎŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳ 
monitors and oversees the fund transfers from TANF, IV-E, and state general funds. The FOB 
meets quarterly with CCDF management to review fiscal expenditures. In addition, FOB supplies 
ECSB with monthly managerial reports that capture the number of children participating in the 
subsidy program as TANF and IV-E referrals and the expenditures associated with that 
participation. 

1.5.2 Which of the following funds does the Lead Agency intend to use to meet the CCDF matching 
and MOE requirements described in 98.55(e) and 98.55(h)? Check all that apply. 

Note: Lead Agencies that use Prekindergarten funds to meet matching requirements must check 
Prekindergarten funds and public and/or private funds.  Use of PreK for Maintenance of Effort: 
The CCDF Final Rule clarifies that public PreK funds may also serve as maintenance-of-effort 
funds as long as the state/territory can describe how it will coordinate PreK and child care 
services to expand the availability of child care while using public Prekindergarten funds as no 
more than 20 percŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻǊ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΩǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƻǊ ол ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 
matching funds in a single fiscal year (FY) (98.55(h)). If expenditures for PreK services are used to 
meet the maintenance-of-effort requirement, the state/territory must certify that it has not 
reduced its level of effort in full-day/full-year child care services (98.55(h)(1); 98.15(a)(6)). 

Use of Private Funds for Match or Maintenance of Effort: Donated funds do not need to be 
under the administrative control of the Lead Agency to qualify as an expenditure for federal 
match. However, Lead Agencies do need to identify and designate in the state/territory Plan the 
donated funds given to public or private entities to implement the CCDF child care program 
(98.55(f)).  

ἦ a. N/AτThe territory is not required to meet CCDF matching and MOE requirements. 

Ἠ b. Public funds are used to meet the CCDF matching fund requirement. Public funds 
may include any general revenue funds, county or other local public funds, state-
/territory -specific funds (tobacco tax, lottery), or any other public funds. 

 i. If checked, identify the source of funds: General Fund and State Special Revenue 

ἦ c. Private donated funds are used to meet the CCDF matching funds requirement. Only 
private funds received by the designated entities or by the Lead Agency may be 
counted for match purposes (98.53(f)). 

 i. If checked, are those funds: 

ἦ  A.  Donated directly to the state?  

ἦ  B.  Donated to a separate entity(ies) designated to receive private donated 
funds? 
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 ii. If checked, identify the name, address, contact, and type of entities designated to 
receive private donated funds:  

ἦ d. State expenditures for PreK programs are used to meet the CCDF matching funds 
requirement. If checked, provide the estimated percentage of the matching fund 
requirement that will be met with Prekindergarten expenditures (not to exceed 30 
percent):  

 i. If the percentage is more than 10 percent of the matching fund 
requirement, describe how the state will coordinate its Prekindergarten 
and child care services:  
 

 ii. Describe the Lead Agency efforts to ensure that Prekindergarten programs 

meet the needs of working parents:  

 

ἦ e. State expenditures for Prekindergarten programs are used to meet the CCDF 
maintenance-of-effort requirements. If checked, 

 i. Assure by describing how the Lead Agency did not reduce its level of effort in full-
day/full-year child care services, pursuant to 98.55(h)(1) and 98.15(a)(6).    

 ii. Describe the Lead Agency efforts to ensure that Prekindergarten programs meet the 
needs of working parents:  

 iii. Estimated percentage of the MOE Fund requirement that will be met with 
Prekindergarten expenditures (not to exceed 20 percent): 
 

 iv. If the percentage is more than 10 percent of the MOE requirement, describe how the 
state will coordinate its Prekindergarten and child care services to expand the 
availability of child care:  

ἦ f. The same funds are used to meet at least some of the CCDF MOE and TANF MOE 
requirements. 

 i. If known, what percent of funds used to meet CCDF MOE also is used to meet TANF 
MOE requirements?  

1.6 Public-Private Partnerships 

Lead Agencies are required to describe how they encourage public-private partnerships among 
other public agencies, tribal organizations, private entities, faith-based organizations, businesses 
or organizations that promote business involvement, and/or community-based organizations to 
leverage existing service delivery (i.e., cooperative agreement among providers to pool 
resources to pay for shared fixed costs and operation) (658E(c)(2)(P)). ACF expects these types 
of partnerships to leverage public and private resources to further the goals of the CCDBG Act. 
Lead Agencies are required to demonstrate how they encourage public-private partnerships to 
leverage existing child care and early education service-delivery systems and to increase the 
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supply and quality of child care services for children younger than age 13, for example, by 
implementing voluntary shared service alliance models (98.14(a)(4)). 

1.6.1 Identify and describe any public-private partnerships encouraged by the Lead Agency to 
leverage public and private resources to further the goals of the CCDBG Act. Include in the 
response any public-private partnerships that have emerged from the response to the COVID-
19 pandemic (98.16(d)(2)) and if applicable, how those partnerships will be continued post-
pandemic.       

Montana does not have a history of actively engaging the business community in advocating for the early 
childhood system. When the business community is engaged it is often in conversations about employer 
sponsored child care or family leave policies. In other states this takes the form of business coalitions 
coming together to advocate and lobby for early care and education and family supports that underpin 
ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪŦƻǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΦ CǳƴŘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
Forward Montana are emerginƎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ CǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ ŦƻǊ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ 
the business community as private sector champions for early childhood priorities across the state. Family 
Forward Montana was established in 2019, and is providing businesses with tiered options to invest in 
ECE. Iƴ нлнмΣ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ƛǘǎ 
councilmembers to include more business community input. 

aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ 9/9 ǎȅǎǘŜƳ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ Ǌƻōǳǎǘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŀŘŜmic organizations to provide 
professional development to ECE providers. The state partners with the Early Childhood Project at MSU to 
work within higher education on a provider registry, early childhood career path, and certifications. 
Montana contracts out ECE training in the field to CCR&Rs. The state also subcontracts for support for 
coaching and mental health consultation for local providers. 

 

1.7  Coordination with Child Care Resource and Referral Systems 

Lead Agencies may use CCDF funds to establish or support a system or network of local or 
regional child care resource and referral (CCR&R) organizations that is coordinated, to the 
extent determined by the state/territory, by a statewide public or private non-profit, 
community-based or regionally based, lead child care resource and referral organization (such as 
a statewide CCR&R network) (658E(c)(3)(B)(iii); 98.52). 

If Lead Agencies use CCDF funds for local CCR&R organizations, the local or regional CCR&R 
organizations supported by those funds must, at the direction of the Lead Agency: 

¶ Provide parents in the state with consumer education information concerning the full 
range of child care options (including faith-based and community-based child care 
providers), analyzed by provider, including child care provided during non-traditional hours 
and through emergency child care centers, in their area.  
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¶ To the extent practicable, work directly with families who receive assistance to offer the 
families support and assistance to make an informed decision about which child care 
providers they will use to ensure that the families are enrolling their children in the most 
appropriate child care setting that suits their needs and one that is of high quality  
(as determined by the Lead Agency). 

¶ Collect data and provide information on the coordination of services and supports, 
including services under Part B, Section 619 and Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act. 

¶ Collect data and provide information on the supply of and demand for child care services in 
areas of the state and submit the information to the state. 

¶ Work to establish partnerships with public agencies and private entities, including faith- 
based and community-based child care providers, to increase the supply and quality of child 
care services in the state and, as appropriate, coordinate their activities with the activities 
of the state Lead Agency and local agencies that administer funds made available through 
CCDF (98.52(b)). 

Nothing in the statute or rule prohibits states from using CCR&R agencies to conduct or provide 
additional services beyond those required by statute or rule. 

Note: Use 1.7.1 to address if a state/territory funds a CCR&R organization, describe what 
services are provided and how it is structured. Use subsection 7.5 to address the services 
provided by the local or regional child care resource and referral agencies and the indicators of 
progress met by CCR&R organizations if they are funded by quality set-aside funds. 

1.7.2 Does the Lead Agency fund local or regional CCR&R organizations? 

ἦ  No. The state/territory does not fund a CCR&R organization(s) and has no plans to establish 

one. 

Ἠ  Yes. The state/territory funds a CCR&R organization(s) with all the responsibilities outlined 

above. If yes, describe the following: 

How are CCR&R services organized? Include how many agencies, if there is a statewide 
network, and if the system is coordinated: Montana contracts with 6 CCR&R agencies for a total of 
7 regions statewide. For a  description of each CCR&R and region, visit the Early Childhood Services 
Bureau  CCR&R Website. The CCR&R directors support their own statewide network, which  meets 
regularly to support the statewide CCR&R system of services. The statewide network coordinates the 
work of regional CCRRs by supporting the statewide shared training portal where all trainings 
developed by CCRR staff are uploaded and shared with CCRR staff for statewide use. The network 
coordinates emergency preparedness efforts for all regional CCRRs by offering training, monthly 
communities of practice, individual support quarterly, and the maintenance of a statewide emergency 
texting communications platform. The network coordinates advocacy efforts of regional CCRRs. The 
network coordinates statewide marketing and outreach campaigns to recruit child care businesses, 
highlight the availability of the child care subsidy program to families, and to showcase the services 
available at regional CCRRs. The network coordinates annual data reports.  The network coordinates 
trainings for CCRR staff to increase knowledge and improve practices. The network coordinates region 
to region learning and coordination of practices.   The Network, in coordination with the local R and 

http://dphhs.mt.gov/ecfsd/ChildCare/ChildCareResourceandReferral
http://dphhs.mt.gov/ecfsd/ChildCare/ChildCareResourceandReferral
http://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/ChildCare/ChildCareResourceandReferral
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wΩǎΣ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŀ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ services that will begin in one region with the goal of expanding 
statewide.  The Network executive director and several of the R and R directors work closely with a 
ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƴƻƴ ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴ 9/h ƳŀǇ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǳƴƛfied goals 
and funding streams to support and benefit Early Childhood needs in Montana.  Public and Private 
partnerships are created and supported in each region. One such example is the collaboration with a 
private for-profit enterprise, MyVyllage which seeks  to attract new child care homes and support 
home child care startups to deliver quality    care via shared series and technical assistance. MyVyllage 
continues to expand in the state of Montana.  Another example of public/ private partnership is the 
collaborative work that some CCR&Rs doing with local businesses and chambers of commerce to open 
employer sponsored child care facilities or to bring business investment into child care to expand or 
subsidize slots available to help address the workforce shortage. In addition, this collaboration is 
working to address city and county zoning issues that are barriers to in home child care facilities.  
These models are shared within the CCR&R Network and with the State Agency to encourage 
replication. 

1.8 Disaster Preparedness and Response Plan 

In past disasters, and in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the provision of emergency child 
care services and rebuilding and restoring of child care infrastructure has emerged as an 
essential service. Lead Agencies are required to establish a Statewide Child Care Disaster Plan 
(658E(c)(2)(U)). They must demonstrate how they will address the needs of childrenτincluding 
the need for safe child care before, during, and after a state of emergency declared by the 
Governor, or a major disaster or emergency (as defined by Section 102 of the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5122)τthrough a Statewide Disaster 
Plan. The effective date for the establishment of this Statewide Disaster Plan was October 1, 
2018.  

1.8.1 Did you make any updates to the Statewide Disaster Plan since the FY 2019-2021 CCDF Plan 
was submitted? Please consider any updates ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 
experiences in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic. (Note: It is a Lead Agency decision on 
how often a plan should be updated and which entities, if any, should be collaborated with in 
the updating process.) 

ἦ   No  

   Ἠ Yes.  If yes, describe the elements of the plan that were updated: The Montana CCDF Special 

Projects Coordinator led a revision of the Statewide Child Care Disaster Plan with input and 
representation from the Child Care Resource & Referral Network, Child Care Resource & Referral 
Emergency Preparedness Leads, and Child Care Aware® of America. Updates were made to all 
sections of the plan, including: Purpose, Preparedness, Assumptions, Consultation & Coordination, 
Communication,   Guidelines for Continuation of Child Care Subsidies and Services, and Resources. 
Many revisions were made as a result of lessons learned during COVID-19 response. Some of the 
revisions include terminology clarification, role clarification communication levels, and coordination.  
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1.8.2 To demonstrate continued compliance with the required elements in the Statewide Disaster 
Plan, certify by checking the required elements included in the current State Disaster 
Preparedness and Response Plan. 

Ἠ a. The plan was developed in collaboration with the following required entities: 

 Ἠ i. State human services agency 

Ἠ ii. State emergency management agency 

Ἠ iii. State licensing agency 

Ἠ iv. State health department or public health department 

Ἠ v. Local and state child care resource and referral agencies 

Ἠ vi. State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care or 
similar coordinating body 

Ἠ b. The plan includes guidelines for the continuation of child care subsidies. 

Ἠ c. The plan includes guidelines for the continuation of child care services. 

Ἠ d. The plan includes procedures for the coordination of post-disaster recovery of 
child care services. 

Ἠ e. The plan contains requirements for all CCDF providers (both licensed and 
license-exempt) to have in place:  

Ἠ i. Procedures for evacuation 

Ἠ   Procedures for relocation 

Ἠ   Procedures for shelter-in-place 

Ἠ   Procedures for communication and reunification with families 

Ἠ   Procedures for continuity of operations 

Ἠ   Procedures for accommodations of infants and toddlers 

Ἠ 

Ἠ 

 

Procedures for accommodations of children with disabilities 

viii. Procedures for accommodations of children with chronic medical 
conditions 

Ἠ 

f. The plan contains procedures for staff and volunteer emergency preparedness training. 

Ἠ g. The plan contains procedures for staff and volunteer practice drills.  
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1.8.3 If available, provide the direct URL/website link to the website where the statewide child care 
disaster plan is posted: https://dphhs.mt.gov/ecfsd/childcare/documentsandresources#711484696-
emergency-preparedness 
 

 



DRAFT MONTANA FY2022-2024 CCDF STATE PLAN FOR PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 

 

40 | P a g e 
 
 

 

2 Promote Family Engagement Through Outreach and Consumer Education 

Lead Agencies are required to support the role of parents as child care consumers who need 
information to make informed choices regarding the services that best suit their needs. A key 
purpose of the //5.D !Ŏǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ άǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎέ (658A(b)). Lead Agencies have the 
opportunity to consider how information can be provided to parents through the child care 
assistance system, partner agencies, and child care consumer education websites. 

The target audience for the consumer education information includes three groups: parents 
receiving CCDF assistance, the general public, and when appropriate, child care providers. OCC 
expects that Lead Agencies are using targeted strategies for each group to ensure tailored 
consumer education information. In this section, Lead Agencies will address how information is 
made available to families, the general public and child care providers to assist them in 
accessing high-quality child care and how information is shared on other financial assistance 
programs or supports for which a family might be eligible. In addition, Lead Agencies will certify 
that information on developmental screenings is provided and will describe how research and 
ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ-emotional 
development, is shared. 

This section also covers the parental complaint process and the consumer education website 
that has been developed by the Lead Agency. Finally, this section addresses the consumer 
statement that is provided to parents supported with CCDF funds. 

Note:  When asked for citations, responses can include state statute, regulations, administrative 
rules, policy manuals, or policy issuances.  See the Introduction on page 4 for more detail. 

2.1 Outreach to Families with Limited English Proficiency and Persons with 
Disabilities 

The Lead Agency is required to describe how it provides outreach and services to eligible 
families with limited English proficiency and persons with disabilities and to facilitate the 
participation of child care providers with limited English proficiency and child care providers 
with disabilities in the CCDF program (98.16(dd)). Lead Agencies are required to develop policies 
and procedures to clearly communicate program information, such as requirements, consumer 
education information, and eligibility information, to families and child care providers of all 
backgrounds (81 FR 67456). 

2.1.1 Check the strategies the Lead Agency or partners utilize to provide outreach and services to 
eligible families for whom English is not their first language. Check all that apply. 
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Ἠ a. Application in other languages (application document, brochures, provider notices) 

Ἠ b. Informational materials in non-English languages 

Ἠ c. Website in non-English languages 

ἦ d. Lead Agency accepts applications at local community-based locations 

Ἠ e. Bilingual caseworkers or translators available 

Ἠ f. Bilingual outreach workers 

Ἠ g. Partnerships with community-based organizations 

Ἠ h. Collaboration with Head Start, Early Head Start, and Migrant Head Start 

ἦ i. Home visiting programs 

ἦ j. Other. Describe:  

2.1.2 Check the strategies the Lead Agency or partners utilize to provide outreach and services to 
eligible families with a person(s) with a disability. Check all that apply. 

Ἠ a. Applications and public informational materials available in Braille and other 
communication formats for access by individuals with disabilities 

Ἠ b. Websites that are accessible (e.g., Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act) 

ἦ c. Caseworkers with specialized training/experience in working with individuals with 
disabilities 

ἦ d. Ensuring accessibility of environments and activities for all children 

ἦ e. Partnerships with state and local programs and associations focused on disability- 
related topics and issues 

ἦ f. Partnerships with parent associations, support groups, and parent-to-parent support 
groups, including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) federally 
funded Parent Training and Information Centers 

Ἠ g. Partnerships with state and local IDEA Part B, Section 619 and Part C providers and 
agencies 

ἦ h. Availability and/or access to specialized services (e.g., mental health, behavioral 
specialists, therapists) to address the needs of all children 

ἦ i. Other. Describe:  

2.2 Parental Complaint Process 
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The Lead Agency must certify that the state/territory maintains a record of substantiated 
parental complaints and makes information regarding such complaints available to the public on 
request (658E(c)(2)(C); 98.15(b)(3)). Lead Agencies must also provide a detailed description of 
the hotline or similar reporting process for parents to submit complaints about child care 
providers; the process for substantiating complaints; the manner in which the Lead Agency 
maintains a record of substantiated parental complaints; and ways that the Lead Agency makes 
information on such parental complaints available to the public on request (98.16 (s); 98.32(d)). 

2.2.1 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƘƻǘƭƛƴŜ ƻǊ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ Ŏan 
submit complaints about child care providers, including a link if it is a Web-based process:  
Parents and other individuals can submit complaints by visiting the Child Care Complaint website or by 
calling the main Child Care Licensing office. They can fill out the Child Care Complaint Form.  

2.2.2 For complaints regarding all providers, including CCDF providers and non-CCDF providers, 
describŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀǘƛƴƎ, and responding 
to complaints. Describe whether the process includes monitoring, and highlight any 
differences in processes for CCDF and non-CCDF providers and licensed and license-exempt 
providers:  Complaints can be submitted online by visiting the Child Care Complaint website. The 
policy,  Complaint Referrals and Investigations, is available online. Licensors are assigned to submitted 
complaints based on geographic area. Complaints are screened by the child care licensor assigned to 
the case. An investigation is initiated when a complaint is determined to be licensing-related and the 
information received has been assessed by Child Care Licensing to determine potential violations of 
licensing rules. The licensor conducts an inspection within 7 days of receiving the complaint. A 
complaint investigation is substantiated (validated) when the licensing worker has enough information 
to determine that the complaint allegations occurred or are occurring or that a regulation violation 
occurred during the investigation.  The complaint process is the same for all licensed facilities. The Child 
Care Licensing Program does not have the authority to investigate un-licensed providers except for 
determining if the facility requires licensure according to statute. If a complaint is received for illegally 
operating providers, Child Care Licensing determines if the provider requires licensure per statute. 
Complaints can be submitted online by visiting the Child Care Complaint website. The policy, Complaint 
Referrals and Investigations, is available online and pertains to licensed and license-exempt providers. 
Licensors are assigned to submitted complaints based on geographic area. Complaints are screened by 
the child care licensor assigned to the case. An investigation is initiated when a complaint is determined 
to be licensing-related and the information received has been assessed by Child Care Licensing to 
determine potential violations of licensing rules. The licensor conducts an inspection within 7 days of 
receiving the complaint. A complaint investigation is substantiated (validated) when the licensing 
worker has enough information to determine that the complaint allegations occurred or are occurring 
or that a regulation violation occurred during the investigation. 

2.2.3 Certify by describing how the Lead Agency maintains a record of substantiated parental 
complaints. Highlight any differences in processes for CCDF and non-CCDF providers and 
licensed and license-exempt providers: The information available in CCUBS is maintained 
permanently. The information available on the public portal includes inspection information since 2009. 
A copy of the inspection and any correspondence is also maintained in the facility file. This information 
is kept in the file until it meets the retention schedule of 5 years. 

https://app.mt.gov/accessgov/dphhs-ecfs/Forms/Page/dphhs-ecfs/aee0e262-c721-4fd7-a860-7b961722a2e3/0/1
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2.2.4 Certify by describing how the Lead Agency makes information about substantiated parental 
complaints available to the public; this information can include the consumer education 
website discussed in section 2.3: Inspection reports for complaint investigations that result in a 
deficiency are available on the Child Care Licensing Public Web Portal, which is located at  Inspection 
Results.  The information available on the public portal includes inspection information since 2009. If 
the complaint is not validated, the complaint information is not available to the public. 

2.2.5 tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ complaints: 
Complaint Referrals and Investigations 

2.3 Consumer Education Website 

States and territories are required to provide information to parents, the general public, and 
when applicable, child care providers through a state website, which is consumer-friendly and 
easily accessible (658E(c)(2)(E)(i)(III) and 98.33 (a)). The website must include information to 
assist families in understanding the [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ policies and procedures, including licensing 
child care providers. The website information must also include monitoring and inspection 
reports for each provider, and the quality of each provider (if such information is available for 
the provider) (658E(c)(2)(D); 98.33(a)). The website should also provide access to a yearly 
statewide report on the aggregate number of deaths, serious injuries, and the number of cases 
of substantiated child abuse that have occurred in child care settings. To help families access 
additional information on finding child care, the website must include contact information for 
local child care and resource referral organizations. It must also include information on how 
parents can contact the Lead Agency and other organizations to better understand the 
information on the website. 

To certify, respond to questions 2.3.1 through 2.3.10 by describing how the Lead Agency meets 
these requirements and provide the direct URL/website link to the consumer education website 
in 2.3.11.  

Please note that any changes made to the web links provided below in this section after the 
CCDF Plan is approved will require a CCDF Plan amendment. 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/ecfsd/childcare/childcarelicensing/providersearch
https://dphhs.mt.gov/ecfsd/childcare/childcarelicensing/providersearch
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/ecfsd/documents/childcarelicensing/ccl009complaintreferralsandinvestigations.pdf
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2.3.1 Describe how the Lead Agency ensures that its website is consumer-friendly and easily 
accessible. (Note: While there is no Federal CCDF definition for easily accessible, Lead 
Agencies may consider easily accessible websites to be searchable, simple to navigate, written 
in plain language, and easy to understand.): ¢ƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ 
audience type. The main website menu provides two options to select: parents and families, and early 
childhood providers. There is a navigation menu on the left side of the page that provides consumer 
friendly, easily accessible quick links to commonly viewed program and services pages. These navigation 
strategies ensure the user will easily find what they are searching for. There is a chat feature that allows 
a user to enter key words, and they are directed to related resources. The Lead Agency website team 
reviews site analytics to ensure accessibility standards are met. Analytics are used to track website 
traffic, which helps ǿƛǘƘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǉǳƛŎƪ ƭƛƴƪǎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀŎŎŜǎǎΦ All web pages 
are ADA compliant per state and federal accessibility standards, which allows to accessibility to the 
widest range of consumers. All of the pages are monitored through Department web support to ensure 
website standard compliance. 
 
Montana received technical assistance The State Capacity Building Center (SCBC) will collaborate with 
other technical assistance (TA) partners, as needed, to provide selected state and territory participants 
with intensive technical assistance (TA) that will support them in making enhancements to their child 
care consumer education websites from a systems perspective. This TA is focused on helping states 
meet Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) requirements.  Each participating state or territory will 
receive intensive onsite and remote consultation and TA from the consumer education technical 
assistance team, which will include consultants with expertise in website content development, website 
design, project management, and data systems integration. The team will provide intensive TA based 
on the specific needs of each participating state and territory.    

2.3.2 Describe how the website ensures the widest possible access to services for families that speak 
languages other than English (98.33(a)):  
In addition to English, the website is available in the following languages:  
Spanish  
German  
Chinese  
Japanese  
Tagalog  
French  
Russian  
Korean  
Arabic  
Thai  
Norwegian  
Vietnamese  
Ukrainian  
Dutch  
Italian  

2.3.3 Describe how the website ensures the widest possible access to services for persons with 
disabilities: The website, per state regulations, is ADA compliant per Federal Section 508, Accessibility 
Requirements.  
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2.3.4 Provide the specific website links to the descriptions of the Lead AgencyΩǎ processes related to 
child care. 

A required component of the consumer education website is a description of Lead Agency 
policies and procedures relating to child care (98.33(a)(1)). This information includes a 
description of how the state/territory licenses child care, a rationale for exempting providers 
from licensing requirements, the procedure for conducting monitoring and inspections of 
providers, and the policies and procedures related to criminal background checks. 

 Provide the direct URL/website link to how the Lead Agency licenses child care providers, 
including the rationale for exempting certain providers from licensing requirements, as 
described   in subsection 5.2: Become a Child Care Provider 

 Provide the direct URL/website link to the processes for conducting monitoring and 
inspections of child care providers, as described in subsection 5.4: Monitoring Activity Policy 

 Provide the direct URL/website link to the policies and procedures related to criminal 
background checks for staff members of child care providers, as described in 5.5.2.  Staff 

Background Check Reconsideration  
 Provide the direct URL/website link to the offenses that prevent individuals from being 

employed by a child care provider or receiving CCDF funds, as described in questions 5.5.4: 
Staff Background Check Disqualifiers 

2.3.5 How does the Lead Agency post a localized list of providers searchable by zip code on its 
website? 

The consumer education website must include a list of all licensed providers (98.33 (a)(2)). At 
the discretion of the Lead Agency, all providers eligible to deliver CCDF services, identified as 
either licensed or license-exempt, can be included. Providers caring for children to whom they 
are related do not need to be included. The list of providers must be searchable by ZIP Code. 

 Provide the website link to the list of child care providers searchable by ZIP code: Licensed 
Provider Search 
  

 In addition to the licensed providers that are required to be included in your searchable list, 
are there ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŀōƭŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ 
providers (please check all that apply)? 

ἦ i.  License-exempt center-based CCDF providers 

ἦ ii. License-exempt family child care (FCC) CCDF providers 

ἦ iii. License-exempt non-CCDF providers 

ἦ iv. Relative CCDF child care providers 

Ἠ v. Other. Describe: N/A: the Lead agency only includes licensed providers in their 
searchable list. 

 Identify what informational elements, if any, are available in the searchable results. Note: 
Quality information (if available) and monitoring results are required on the website but are 
not required to be a part of the search results. Check the box when information is provided. 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/ecfsd/childcarelicensing/BecomeaChildCareProvider
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/ecfsd/documents/childcarelicensing/CCL006MonitoringActivities.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/ecfsd/documents/childcarelicensing/StaffBackgroundCheckReconsiderationPolicy.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/ecfsd/documents/childcarelicensing/StaffBackgroundCheckReconsiderationPolicy.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/ecfsd/documents/childcarelicensing/StaffBackgroundCheckReconsiderationPolicy.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/qad/licensure/childcarelicensing/providersearch
https://dphhs.mt.gov/qad/licensure/childcarelicensing/providersearch
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Provider Information Available in Searchable Results 

 

All Licensed 
Providers 

License-
Exempt 
CCDF 

Center-
based 

Providers 

License-
Exempt 
CCDF 
Family 

Child Care 
Home 

Providers 

License-
Exempt 

Non-CCDF 
Providers 

 

Relative 
CCDF 

Providers 

Contact Information ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Enrollment capacity Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Hours, days and months of 
operation 

ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Provider education and training ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Languages spoken by the 
caregiver 

ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Quality information ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Monitoring reports Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Willingness to accept CCDF 
certificates. 

ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Ages of children served ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

 

 Other information included for: 

Ἠ i. All Licensed providers. PV number, License status, license approval and expiration date, city 

ἦ ii. License-exempt CCDF center-based providers.   

ἦ iii. License-exempt CCDF family child care providers.  

ἦ iv. License-exempt, non-CCDF providers.  

ἦ v. Relative CCDF providers.  

2.3.6 Lead Agencies must also identify specific quality information on each child care provider for 
whom they have this information. The type of information provided is determined by the Lead 
Agency, and it should help families easily understand whether a provider offers services that 
meet Lead Agency-specific best practices and standards or a nationally recognized, research- 
based set of criteria. Provider-specific quality information must only be posted on the 
consumer website if it is available for the individual provider. 

 What information does the Lead Agency provide on the website to determine quality ratings or 
other quality information? 



DRAFT MONTANA FY2022-2024 CCDF STATE PLAN FOR PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 

 

47 | P a g e 
 
 

 

Ἠ i. Quality rating and improvement system 

ἦ ii.  National accreditation 

ἦ iii.  Enhanced licensing system 

ἦ iv. Meeting Head Start/Early Head Start Program Performance Standards 

ἦ v.  Meeting Prekindergarten quality requirements 

ἦ vi.  School-age standards, where applicable 

ἦ vii. Other. Describe:  

 For what types of providers are quality ratings or other indicators of quality available? 
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Ἠ i.  Licensed CCDF providers. Describe the quality information: The Early Childhood 

Services website has a list of providers that participate in STARS to Quality. The list includes 
program name, program type, STAR level, city, and CCR&R region. 
  

Ἠ ii.  Licensed non-CCDF providers. Describe the quality information: The Early Childhood 

Services website has a list of providers that participate in STARS to Quality. The list includes 
program name, program type, STAR level, city, and CCR&R region. 
  

ἦ iii.  License-exempt center-based CCDF providers. Describe the quality information:  
  

ἦ iv.  License-exempt FCC CCDF providers. Describe the quality information:  

  

ἦ v.  License-exempt non-CCDF providers. Describe the quality information:  

   

ἦ vii.  Relative child care providers. Describe the quality information:  
  

ἦ viii. Other. Describe:  

2.3.7 Lead Agencies must post monitoring and inspection reports on the consumer education 
website for each licensed provider and for each non-relative provider eligible to provide CCDF 
services. These reports must include the results of required annual monitoring visits, and visits 
ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
safety requirements and child care policies. A full report covers everything in the monitoring 
visit, including areas of compliance and non-compliance. If the state does not produce any 
reports that include areas of compliance, the website must include information about all areas 
covered by a monitoring visit (e.g., by posting a blank checklist used by monitors). 

The reports must be in plain language or provide a plain language summary, as defined by the 
state or territory, and be timely to ensure that the results of the reports are available and easily 
understood by parents when they are deciding on a child care provider. Lead Agencies must 
post at least 3 years of reports. 

Certify by responding to the questions below: 

 Does the Lead Agency post? (check one): 

Ἠ i. Full monitoring reports that include areas of compliance and non-compliance. 

ἦ ii. Monitoring reports that include areas of non-compliance only, with information 
about all areas covered by a monitoring visit posted separately on the website (e.g., 
a blank checklist used by monitors). Note: This option is only allowable if the 
state/territory does not produce monitoring reports that include both areas of 
compliance and non-compliance.   If checked, provide a direct URL/website link to 
the website where a blank checklist is posted.    
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 Check to certify that the monitoring and inspection reports and, if necessary, their plain 
language summaries include: 

Ἠ Date of inspection 

Ἠ 

 

Health and safety violations, including those violations that resulted in fatalities  or 
serious injuries occurring at the provider. Describe how these health and safety 
violations are prominently displayed: A deficiency statement citing the rule is posted 
along with details about how the intent of the rule was not met. 

Ἠ 

 

Corrective action plans taken by the state and/or child care provider. Describe:  
Provider submits a written Plan of Correction and the licensing worker enters the Plan of 
Correction into the survey tool. 

Ἠ 

 

A minimum of 3 years of results, where available. 

 How and where are reports posted in a timely manner? Specifically, provide the Lead 
!ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǘƛƳŜƭȅέ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘat reports and/or summaries 
ŀǊŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǘƛƳŜŦǊŀƳŜΦ bƻǘŜΥ ²ƘƛƭŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ άǘƛƳŜƭȅΣέ ǿŜ 
recommend Lead Agencies update results as soon as possible and no later than 90 days after 
an inspection or corrective action is taken.  

i. Provide the direct URL/website link to where the reports are posted. 
https://dphhs.mt.gov/ecfsd/childcare/childcarelicensing/providersearch 

Describe how the Lead Agency defines timely posting of monitoring reports. Child Care 
providers have 10 days after receiving the Statement of Deficiencies to submit a plan of correction. 
After the 10-day period the report is posted publicly.  If the provider requests an extension the 
licensing worker can offer an additional 10 days before posting publicly. 

 Monitoring and inspection reports or the summaries must be in plain language to meet the 
CCDF regulatory requirements (98.33 (a)(4)).  

i. tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀƛƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ. Montana defines plain language as 
language written at a reading level below 8th grade that includes both the rule, intent, and 
rationale. 

Describe how the monitoring and inspection reports or the summaries are in plain 
language. Inspection reports include categories and sub-categories of the rules that are part of the 
inspection tool. Next to each sub-category there is a column that indicates compliance status at the 
time of inspection ("yes", "N/A", or "no"). If "no" is indicated the requirement and rule number is 
cited along with a plain language summary of how or why the "intent of the rule was not met". 
Following the summary is information about when or if the Plan of Correction was accepted. 
Montana has not received any feedback from parents and the public about readability of reports, 
but Montana has received feedback about searchability, and the reports are now easily searchable 
with the search function. If feedback was received from a parent, Child Care Licensing would 
coordinate with the data system developers to make updates and improvements as needed.  

 Describe the process for correcting inaccuracies in reports (98.33 (a)(4)). Child Care providers 
have 10 days after receiving the report to contact their local licensor if they believe the information in 
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the inspection report is inaccurate. The licensor will review the request, and if corrections are needed 
based on inaccuracies, they will inform the provider and correct the report. 
 

 Describe the process for providers to appeal the findings in reports. Description of the 
process should include the time requirements and timeframes for:  

¶ filing the appeal  

¶ conducting the investigation  

¶ removal of any violations from the website determined on appeal to be unfounded.  
Child Care providers have 10 days after receiving the report to dispute the information in the 
inspection report. Providers contact their licensor or the Child Care Licensing Program Manager 
if they are disputing the licensor's decision. Licensors and licensing program staff investigate 
the appeal in a timely manner, and reports are not publicly posted until the conclusion of the 
appeal process. 

 

 Describe the process for maintaining monitoring and inspection reports on the website. 
Specifically, provide the minimum number of years reports are posted and the policy for 
removing reports (98.33(a)(4)(iv)).  Inspections conducted since 2009 are posted to the website 
as long as the facility is currently licensed.  

2.3.8 Aggregate data on serious injuries, deaths, and substantiated cases of child abuse that have 
occurred in child care settings each year must be posted by Lead Agencies on the consumer 
education website (98.33(a)(5)). The serious incident aggregate data should include 
information about any child in the care of a provider eligible to receive CCDF, not just children 
receiving subsidies. 

This aggregate information on serious injuries and deaths must be separated by category of care 
(e.g. centers, family child care homes, and in-home care) and licensing status (i.e. licensed or 
license-exempt) for all eligible CCDF providers in the state. The information on instances of 
substantiated child abuse does not have to be organized by category of care or licensing status. 
Information should also include the total number of children regulated to be cared for by 
provider type and licensing status (81 FR, p. 67477), so that families can view the serious 
injuries, deaths, and substantiated cases of abuse data in context. The aggregate report should 
not include individual provider-specific information or names. 

 Certify by providing: 

ii. The designated entity to which child care providers must submit reports of any serious 
injuries or deaths of children occurring in child care (98.16 (ff)) and describe how the Lead 
Agency obtains the aggregate data from the entity. Licensed child care providers are required 
to report injuries which result in a child being hospitalized, requiring ambulance transport or 
intervention, or requiring physician treatment. License-exempt providers are not required to 
submit reports of any serious injuries or deaths of children occurring in child care. Licensed 
providers must report this to the Child Care Licensing program within 24 hours following the 
incident. The report is located on the Child Care Licensing website. The report is broken out by 
facility type, 



DRAFT MONTANA FY2022-2024 CCDF STATE PLAN FOR PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 

 

51 | P a g e 
 
 

 

¢ƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀǘŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀōǳǎŜέ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ the Lead Agency for this 
requirement. The Lead agency uses the Child and Family Services' definition, "Upon investigation, 
the child protection specialist has determined that the facts showing that abuse, neglect, sexual 
abuse, or exploitation occurred are more convincing than the facts offered to show the abuse, 
neglect, sexual abuse, or exploitation did not occur." 

¢ƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƴƧǳǊȅέ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘΦ 
The Lead agency uses the Child and Family Services' definition, "An incident, act, omission, or gross 
negligence resulting in medical care due to substantial skin bruising, internal bleeding, substantial 
injury to skin, subdural hematoma, burns, bone fractures, extreme pain, permanent or temporary 
disfigurement, or impairment of any bodily organ or function. 

 
 

 Certify by checking below that the required elements are included in the Aggregate Data 
Report on serious incident data that have occurred in child care settings each year. 

Ἠ i. the total number of serious injuries of children in care by provider 
category/licensing status 

Ἠ ii. the total number of deaths of children in care by provider category/licensing status 

Ἠ iii. the total number of substantiated instances of child abuse in child care settings 

Ἠ iv. the total number of children in care by provider category/licensing status  

 Provide the website link to the page where the aggregate number of serious injuries, deaths, 
and substantiated instances of child abuse are posted. 
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/ecfsd/documents/childcarelicensing/InjuriesDeathsandChildAbuse.p
df 
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2.3.9 The consumer education website must include contact information on referrals to local child 
care resource and referral organizations (98.33 (a)(6)). How does the Lead Agency provide 
referrals to local CCR&R agencies through the consumer education website? Describe and 
include a website link to this information: The Early Childhood Services Bureau website 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ //wϧw ǊŜŦŜǊǊŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŀȅΥ ά[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘ /are? 
ChƻƻǎƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ƳŀƪŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΦ 
Quality child care impacts how children learn, think, develop and behave. It encourages 
curiosity, a love of learning, and prepares children for school. Contact your local Child Care 
wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜŦŜǊǊŀƭ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜΦέ The CCR&R page has an interactive 
GIS map; users may click on their desired region and specific information about that CCR&R 
shows as a pop-up. Information about CCR&R services to providers, families, distance learning, 
referral services, and the CCR&R Network are available on the CCR&R page.      

2.3.10 The consumer education website must include information on how parents can contact the 
Lead Agency, or its designee, or other programs that can help the parent understand 
information included on the website (98.33 (a)(7)). Describe and include a website link to this 
information:  
From the home page, the left navigation quick links contains a link for ά!ōƻut ECSB/Contact 
¦ǎΣέ where contact information is provided.  
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2.3.11 tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ bƻǘŜΥ !ƴ 
amendment is required if this website changes. https://dphhs.mt.gov/ecfsd/childcare   

2.4 Additional Consumer and Provider Education 

Lead Agencies are required to certify that they will collect and disseminate information about 
the full diversity of child care services to promote parental choice to parents of eligible children, 
the general public, and where applicable, child care providers. In addition to the consumer 
education website, the consumer education information can be provided through CCR&R 
organizations or through direct conversations with eligibility case workers and child care 
providers. Outreach and counseling can also be effectively provided via information sessions or 
intake processes for families (658E(c)(2)(E); 98.15(b)(4); 98.33(b)). 

In questions 2.4.1 through 2.4.5, certify by describing: 

2.4.1 How the Lead Agency shares information with eligible parents, the general public, and where 
applicable, child care providers about the availability of child care services provided through 
CCDF and other programs for which the family may be eligible, such as state Prekindergarten, 
as well as the availability of financial assistance to obtain child care services. At a minimum, 
describe what is provided (e.g., such methods as written materials, the website, and direct 
communications) and how information is tailored for these audiences. ¢ƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 
website provides information about child care services available, along with other programs that the 
family may be eligible. Our site has separate pages based on audience, so families can access a variety 
of resources and information about services that support families. Child Care Resource and Referral 
agencies share information with families in the following ways:  
- Consumer Education information for families and providers in the following areas:  Information about 
quality, quantity of child care services, and provider training opportunities or participating in Montana's 
QRIS system; Referrals include data on the supply and number of child care inquiries, the types of 
facility, and other personal preferences for child care providers; and Working with the state Advisory 
Council, Best Beginnings local coalitions, non-profits, and child care providers located in the CCR&Rs 
regions to increase supply of providers available for families.   
- Community services available to assist families and providers regarding special needs including 
community availability of IDEA services, homelessness, immunizations, etc. Information is shared 
electronically, and through direct communications. Information about subsidy is also provided in 
brochures.    

2.4.2 How does the Lead Agency provide the required information about the following programs 
and benefits to the parents of eligible children, the general public, and where applicable, 
providers? Certify by describing for each program listed below, at a minimum, what 
information is provided, how the information is provided, and how the information is tailored 
to a variety of audiences. Include any partners who assist in providing this information. 

 Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program: What information is provided? On the Lead 
Agency's website, a general description of the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
program is provided to consumers: Montana's Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
program is called TANF cash assistance, a welfare reform program that promotes the values of work, 
responsibility, and family. The MT Department of Public Health and Human Services is committed to 
the philosophy that public assistance is intended to provide temporary support to eligible individuals 
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for the purpose of assisting them to reach economic self-support. The opportunity for self-support will 
be achieved through immediate employment, the vigorous pursuit of child support, and other 
alternatives to public assistance. Temporary financial assistance may be provided to the following 
families and individuals:  Minor Children; Specified relatives with whom the children are living; The 
minor children's blood-related/adoptive siblings with whom the children are living; Pregnant women in 
their last trimester who have no other eligible children; and Refugees with minor dependent children. 
The receipt of TANF cash assistance is limited to 60 months in an adult's lifetime.  How the information 
is provided: The Lead Agency provides this information in a section of a web page called Other 
Programs and Services that Support Children and Families in Montana. A description of TANF services is 
included, along with a link to their website. How the information is tailored to a variety of audiences 
and include any partners who assist in providing this information: The information includes a general 
description of the program that is applicable to all audience types, and includes links for the user to 
click to find out more information.  

 Head Start and Early Head Start programs: What information is provided? Information on the 
Head Start webpage includes a Head Start locator, where the user can enter a city, state, or zip code to 
find local Head Start and Early Head Start programs; Head Start and Early Head Start demographics; 
resources; and needs assessment information. How the information is provided: The Montana Head 
Start Collaboration Office has its own page within the Early Childhood Services Bureau website. How 
the information is tailored to a variety of audiences and include any partners who assist in providing 
this information: The information includes a general description of the program that is applicable to all 
audience types, and includes links for the user to click to find out more information. The website 
includes data and statistics that could be helpful to constituents such as policy makers, legislators, and 
legislative representatives.  

 Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP): What information is provided? On the 
Lead Agency's website, information regarding LIEAP is provided to consumers. It includes a general 
description of the program, how it is administered, who may qualify and benefit, and the intent of 
LIEAP. How the information is provided: The Lead Agency provides this information in a section of a 
web page called Other Programs and Services that Support Children and Families in Montana. A 
description of LIEAP services is included, along with a link to their website. How the information is 
tailored to a variety of audiences and include any partners who assist in providing this information: 
The information includes a general description of the program that is applicable to all audience types, 
and includes links for the user to click to find out more information.  

 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP): What information is provided? On the Lead 
Agency's website, information regarding SNAP is provided to consumers. It includes a general 
description of the program, how it is administered, who may qualify and benefit, income limits, and 
resources for the program. How the information is provided: The Lead Agency provides this 
information in a section of a web page called Other Programs and Services that Support Children and 
Families in Montana. A description of SNAP services is included, along with a link to the State of 
Montana SNAP website. How the information is tailored to a variety of audiences and include any 
partners who assist in providing this information: The information includes a general description of the 
program that is applicable to all audience types, and includes links for the user to click to find out more 
information.  

 Women, Infants, and Children Program (WIC) program: What information is provided? On the 
Lead Agency's website, information regarding WIC is provided to consumers. It includes a general 
description of the program, a link to a prescreening tool for eligibility, and a link to the WIC website. 
How the information is provided: The Lead Agency provides this information in a section of a web page 
called Other Programs and Services that Support Children and Families in Montana. How the 
information is tailored to a variety of audiences and include any partners who assist in providing this 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources
http://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/ChildCare/HSSCO
http://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/ChildCare/HSSCO
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources
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information: The information includes a general description of the program that is applicable to all 
audience types, and includes links for the user to click to find out more information.  

 Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP): What information is provided? On the Lead Agency's 
website, there is a direct link to the Montana CACFP website where the following information is 
provided: how to apply to participate, civil rights information, instructions for submitting claims and a 
link to the claims reimbursement system, documents and resources, federal regulations, Montana 
CACFP policies, newsletters and media, training information, and FAQs How the information is 
provided: The CACFP has its own webpage, which includes several menu options, including 
applications, claims, resources, civil rights, and training. How the information is tailored to a variety of 
audiences and include any partners who assist in providing this information: The information includes 
a general description of the program that is applicable to all audience types, and includes links for the 
user to click to find out more information.  

 aŜŘƛŎŀƛŘ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ (CHIP): What information is provided? A 
description of the Healthy Montana Kids (HMK), Montana's CHIP program, along with a link to the 
HMK website, who administers HMK in Montana, and contact information for members. How the 
information is provided: The Lead Agency provides this information in a section of a web page called 
Other Programs and Services that Support Children and Families in Montana. How the information is 
tailored to a variety of audiences and include any partners who assist in providing this information: 
The information includes a general description of the program that is applicable to all audience types, 
and includes links for the user to click to find out more information.  

 Programs carried out under IDEA Part B, Section 619 and Part C:  
What information is provided? On the Lead Agency's website, information regarding IDEA Part B, 
Section 619 and Part C is provided to consumers. Montana Milestones administers Part C Early 
Intervention services in Montana. Information on the website about Montana Milestones includes: a 
general description of the program and its mission, and a link to the Montana Milestones website. Part 
B services are administered by the Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI). On the Lead Agency's 
website, information regarding IDEA Part B, Section 619 is provided to consumers. Information about 
Part B services, on the website, includes: a general description of the program and a link to the Early 
Childhood page within Montana OPI. How the information is provided: The Lead Agency provides this 
information in a section of a web page called Other Programs and Services that Support Children and 
Families in Montana. How the information is tailored to a variety of audiences and include any 
partners who assist in providing this information: The information includes a general description of the 
program that is applicable to all audience types, and includes links for the user to click to find out more 
information.  

http://www.cacfp.mt.gov/
http://www.cacfp.mt.gov/
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources
http://opi.mt.gov/Families-Students/School-Topics/Early-Childhood
http://opi.mt.gov/Families-Students/School-Topics/Early-Childhood
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources
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2.4.3 Describe how the Lead Agency makes information available to parents, providers and the 
general public on research aƴŘ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
physical health and development, particularly healthy eating and physical activity and 
information about successful parent and family engagement. The description should include: 

¶ what information is provided  

¶ how the information is provided  

¶ how the information is tailored to a variety of audiences, including:  

o parents 

o providers  

o the general public  

¶ any partners in providing this information  
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Description: What information is provided? The lead agency partners with CCR&R agencies to ensure 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
parents, providers, and the general public. The following information is available: Topic: Child 
Development and Developmental Screening  Target Audience: Parents/General Public On the Lead 
!ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Parents and Families tab, there is a direct link to a tab called Child Growth 
and Development. On this webpage, the following is included:  A video illustrating the importance of 
Positive Guidance Home Visiting Program List Developmental Screening information outlining these 
questions:  What is developmental screening? How often should developmental screening be done on my 
child? Who can do a developmental screening on a child? Where can I find help getting a developmental 
screening for my child?  Topic: Child Development and Developmental Screening  Target Audience: 
tǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ hƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Early Childhood Providers tab, there is a direct link to a 
tab called Child Growth and Development. On this webpage, the following is included for providers: A 
video illustrating the importance of Positive Guidance Home Visiting Program List Developmental 
Screening information outlining these questions:  What is developmental screening? Who can do a 
developmental screening on a child? Where can I get trained in using a developmental screening tool? 
Additional ASQ trainers in Montana What is the ASQ-оϰΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ASQ:SE? How often should I 
complete a screening on a child in my care? Who completes a developmental screener on a child in my 
care? For more information on developmental screening go to Birth to 5: Watch Me Thrive! BIRTH TO 5: 
²!¢/I a9 ¢IwL±9Η !ƴ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΩs Guide for Developmental and Behavioral 
Screening  Topic: Child Health and Nutrition  Target Audience: Parents/General Public/Providers On the 
Lead AgencyΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Child and Adult Care Food Program tab, there is a direct link to a tab 
called Resources. On this webpage, along with other resources, the following is included: Feeding Children  
Caring for Our Children: National Health and Safety Performance Standards Guidelines for Early Care and 
Education Programs Ellyn Satter Institute Ellyn Satter's Division of Responsibility in Feeding Poster  Infant 
Feeding Recipes A list of programs participating in CACFP can be found on the website, as well.  Topic: 
Child Health and Nutritƛƻƴ  ¢ŀǊƎŜǘ !ǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΥ tŀǊŜƴǘǎκDŜƴŜǊŀƭ tǳōƭƛŎ hƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘe, under 
the Other Programs and Services that Support Children and Families tab, there is a direct link to a tab 
called Children's Health and Nutrition . On this webpage, the following is included: ADA Brochure Asthma 
Action Plan - American Lung Association Diabetes Health Care Plan Feeding Infants - A Guide for Use in 
the Child Nutrition Programs HIPAA Brochure - Meal Pattern Seizure Care Plan Log  Topic: Parent and 
Family Engagement  Target Audience: General Public/Providers On the LŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
Early Childhood Providers tab, there is a direct  link to a page called Child Growth and Development. On 
this webpage, the following is included for providers: A flyer, Parent Involvement and Family Engagement 
How the information is tailored to a variety of audiences and include any partners in providing this 
information? Information is shared in a variety of ways in order to reach various audiences. Formats for 
sharing include: written materials, flyers, brochures, and website links. The target audiences are: parents; 
providers; general public; agency staff; partner agencies staff; contractors; sub-recipients of contractors; 
local, state and federal policy makers; and state agency leadership. Information is tailored specifically to 
parents and early childhood providers by allowing to methods of entry on the ECSB    

2.4.4 DŜǎŎǊƛōŜ Ƙƻǿ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ-emotional and 
behavioral issues and mental health of young children, including positive behavioral 
intervention and support models based on research and best practices for those from birth to 
school age, are shared with families, providers, and the general public. At a minimum, include  

¶ what information is provided,  

¶ how the information is provided, and  

¶ how information is tailored to a variety of audiences, and  

https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/Childcare/ChildGrowthandDevelopment
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/Childcare/ChildGrowthandDevelopment
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/ecsbproviders
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/Childcare/ChildGrowthandDevelopment
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ecd/child-health-development/watch-me-thrive
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ecd/ece_providers_guide_march2014.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ecd/ece_providers_guide_march2014.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ecd/ece_providers_guide_march2014.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ecd/ece_providers_guide_march2014.pdf
http://www.cacfp.mt.gov/
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/ChildCare/CACFP/Resources
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/cacfp/participationlist
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources#711484695-childrens-health-and-nutrition
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/ecsbproviders
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/parent-involvement-family-engagement-for-professionals.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/parent-involvement-family-engagement-for-professionals.pdf
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¶ include any partners in providing this information.  
Description: Information to support social-emotional health of young children that is shared on the Lead  
!ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΥ Mental Health Newsletter Video resources demonstrating Pyramid Model 
practices The Knowledge Base and the Montana Early Learning Standards (MELS) CCR&R agencies provide 
Pyramid Model Coaching to programs participating in STARS to Quality at STAR 3 and above. Programs at 
STAR 3 and above must meet many child development research based, best practice criteria, specifically 
in social emotional supports, family engagement, physical health of the children, family, and staff in their 
programs, and nutrition. Pyramid Model coaches deliver training and resources regarding social emotional 
practices, and programs are also required to give families the Positive Solutions for Families brochure 
from the Pyramid Model Consortium. The Knowledge Base and the Montana Early Learning Standards 
(MELS) are accessiblŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ŜŀǊƭy 
learning programs and activities. Every course developed and vetted through the Early Childhood Project 
must meet the standards in the Knowledge Base and MELS to be considered for approval. The MELS 
promotes the well-being and positive development of the whole child while also promoting the 
importance of social and emotional health of young children. It is organized by domain and offers quick 
references so that parents and providers can easily communicate about each area. During the Best 
Beginnings Child Care Scholarship eligibility determination process, an Eligibility Specialist within the Child 
Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) agency provides information on a variety of topics, including child 
growth and development. If a parent indicates their child may need additional support or already has a 
diagnosed and documented special need the Eligibility Specialist will refer to the Special Needs policy to 
support the family. General information on child growth and development and examples of positive 
behavior intervention and supports are linked on the ECSB Child Growth and Development website.  

2.4.5 DescǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇǳƭǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ 
birth to age 5 in child care and other early childhood programs receiving CCDF funds 
(98.16(ee)), including how those policies are shared with families, providers, and the general 
public.  
The Lead Agency has policy on preventing suspension and expulsion of children from birth to age twelve 
in the Administrative Rules of Montana, 37.80.301. (6) It requires providers have a policy on preventing 
and reducing expulsion and suspension. The policy must include reasons for expulsion, procedures for 
expulsion, how the provider will assist the child and parent with transitions, and the types of referrals 
the provider will make such as those to a community agency that could offer additional supports to the 
family. The policy on preventing suspension and expulsion is available on the Early Childhood Services 
Bureau website for parents, providers, and the general public. The regional Child Care Resource and 
Referral (CCR&R) agencies in Montana meet with child care providers and child care provider 
associations in their regions and have shared the expulsion policy. Regional CCR&R Professional 
Development Specialists are available to meet with child care providers to assist them in the writing of 
an expulsion policy and provide technical assistance in helping their programs to avoid the suspension 
and expulsion of children. In recognition of the importance of addressing suspension and expulsion, the 
US Departments of Education and Health and Human Services issued a Policy Statement on Expulsion 
and Suspension Policies in Early Childhood Settings in 2014. This policy statement provides 
recommendations to States and local early childhood programs to prevent and severely limit expulsions 
and suspensions in early learning settings. These recommendations include the implementation of 
multi-tiered systems of support. Best Beginnings STARS to Quality uses training and coaching on 
Pyramid Model practices both at the program and classroom levels to address challenging behaviors 
that may lead to suspensions and expulsions.  

2.5 Procedures for Providing Information on Developmental Screenings 

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/mental-health-201608.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/Childcare/STARS/PyramidModel
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/Childcare/STARS/PyramidModel
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources#711484699-knowledge-base
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources#711484701-montanas-early-learning-standards-mels
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources#711484699-knowledge-base
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources#711484701-montanas-early-learning-standards-mels
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/documentsandresources#711484701-montanas-early-learning-standards-mels
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/Childcare/ChildGrowthandDevelopment
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/Childcare/ChildGrowthandDevelopment
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E301
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Lead Agencies are required to provide information on developmental screenings to parents, the 
general public and, when applicable, child care providers. Information should include: 

¶ Existing resources and services that the state can use in conducting developmental 
screenings and providing referrals to services for children who receive child care 
assistance.    

¶ Lead Agencies must also include a description of how a family or child care provider can 
use these resources and services to obtain developmental screenings for children who 
receive subsidies and who might be at risk of cognitive or other developmental delays, 
which can include social, emotional, physical, or linguistic delays (658E(c)(2)(E)(ii)).  

This information about the resources can include the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, 
and Treatment program under the Medicaid program carried out under title XIX of the Social 
Security Act and developmental screening services available under IDEA Part B, Section 619 and 
Part C, in conducting those developmental screenings and in providing referrals to services for 
children who receive subsidies. Lead Agencies are required to provide this information to 
eligible families during CCDF intake and to child care providers through training and education 
(98.33(c)). Information on developmental screenings, as other consumer education information, 
should be accessible for individuals with limited English proficiency and individuals with 
disabilities. 

2.5.1 Certify by describing: 

 How the Lead Agency collects and disseminates information on existing resources and 
services available for conducting developmental screenings to CCDF parents, the general 
public, and where applicable, child care providers (98.15(b)(3)).  
The Lead Agency provides information on the Early Childhood Services Bureau website regarding 
developmental screening, procedures, and referral options for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers. It 
also provides the Bright Futures Well Child Visit Schedule which indicates that an infant/toddler should 
have a developmental screener completed at least at 9, 18, and 30 months with encouragement to 
screen more often if concerned. This schedule also includes in depth information on recommended 
screening for children from birth through 21 years of age. The website also includes information 
specifically on the Ages and Stages Questionnaires for families and providers, separately, including 
screening intervals and definitions of the ASQ-3 and the ASQ: SE. The ECSB developmental screening 
page contains a variety of resources related to tools, implementation planning, talking with families, 
FAQs, and other resources.    

¢ƘŜ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎŎreening in early care and 
education programs will identify and support individual child development, promote family engagement, 
and enhance program quality. The developmental screening resources the Developmental Screening page  
helps providers identify the right developmental screening tool for their program, develop or improve the 
ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
resources, and prepare for positive communication with families. 

Although any valid and reliable developmental screener will meet the STARS criteria, the state is 
supporting Ages and Stages Questionnaires (ASQ).  Child Care Resource and Referral Agency Family 
Engagement Coordinators will support ASQ:SE-2 tools to start and will add ASQ-3 in the future. While 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/ecfsd/ChildCare/STARS/DevelopmentalScreening
https://dphhs.mt.gov/ecfsd/ChildCare/STARS/DevelopmentalScreening
https://dphhs.mt.gov/ecfsd/ChildCare/STARS/DevelopmentalScreening
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funding allows, programs can receive the following ASQ supplies from the Child Care Resource and 
Referral Agency Provider Services team: 

¶ ASQ-3 starter kit including: 

o 21 photocopiable paper masters of the questionnaires and scoring sheets 

o CD-ROM with printable PDF questionnaires 

o ASQ-оϰ ¦ǎŜǊϥǎ DǳƛŘŜ 

o ASQ-3(TM) Quick Start Guide 

¶ ASQ-3 Learning Activity books with more than 400 developmentally appropriate learning 
activities 

¶ ASQ:SE-2 Questionnaire kit including: 

o 9 photocopiable paper masters of the questionnaires and scoring sheets 

o A CD-ROM with printable PDF questionnaires 

o The ASQ:SE-нϰ ¦ǎŜǊϥǎ DǳƛŘŜ 

o ASQ:SE-2(TM) Quick Start Guide 

¶ ASQ:SE-2 Learning Activity books with more than 90 developmentally appropriate social-
emotional learning activities 

Additional information for providers is included on the Developmental Screening page. 

Individuals employed in STARS programs must complete the training on screening to meet STAR 3 criteria. 
STARS providers must have screening procedures and policies in place to meet STAR 4 criteria. Currently, 
the state STARS team collects program information specific to the tool and processes but does not collect 
or analyze child-level screening data.  

 The procedures for providing information on and referring families and child care providers to 
the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment program under the Medicaid 
programτcarried out under Title XIX of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.)τand 
developmental screening services available under Part B, Section 619 and Part C of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1419, 1431 et seq.).  
Currently, the process for providing information on and referring families to existing developmental 
screening services varies between programs and agencies. Information is  provided on the ECSB 
website regarding how to access this information. Within the State Advisory Council, multiple 
programs within ECFSD and the Department are discussing how to best coordinate efforts between 
EPSDT, Section 619 & Part C, in order to reduce duplication of screening and increase training 
opportunities on this topic.  

The EaǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎŎreening in early care and 
education programs will identify and support individual child development, promote family engagement, 
and enhance program quality. The developmental screening resources the Developmental Screening page  
helps providers identify the right developmental screening tool for their program, develop or improve the 
ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
resources, and prepare for positive communication with families. Within the CCR&Rs, Family Engagement 
Coordinators support screening through training and technical assistance for both providers and families.  

https://dphhs.mt.gov/ecfsd/ChildCare/STARS/DevelopmentalScreening
https://dphhs.mt.gov/ecfsd/ChildCare/STARS/DevelopmentalScreening
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 How the Lead Agency gives information on developmental screenings to parents receiving a 
subsidy as part of the intake process. Include the information provided, ways it is provided, 
and any partners in this work. Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) agencies have information 
available to parents of eligible children, providers, and the general public in the form of rack cards, 
website information, and direct communication through their Provider Services staff who are 
knowledgeable in early childhood best practices. During the intake process, eligibility specialists offer 
information when a need arises and refer parents to various resources based on the need identified as 
well determines if it is appropriate to apply for a special needs scholarship. Parents can access a 
developmental screening through their primary physician, a local health department, or local school 
district depending on the age of the child.  

 How CCDF families or child care providers receiving CCDF can use the available resources and 
services to obtain developmental screenings for CCDF children at risk for cognitive or other 
developmental delays. Child care providers receive this information through training in and access to 
the Montana Early Care and Education Knowledge Base (Knowledge Base) and the Montana Early 
Learning Standards (MELS). The Knowledge Base is a resource that assists in understanding 
developmentally appropriate practice for children ages birth through 8 and the MELS is a set of 
standards developed through the Montana Early Learning Task Force consisting of various early 
learning stakeholders throughout Montana. The MELS are the standards that guide the work of early 
learning  professionals to ensure that children from birth to age 5 have the skills and knowledge they 
need to achieve success as well as promoting a continuum of growth and development for children 
from birth to age 5. Training on MELS is available online. All trainings must go through an approval 
process to be sure content areas of the Knowledge Base and Early Learning Standards are incorporated 
into each training. In addition to these resources, the ECSB provides information for specific to child 
care providers on the ECSB Child Growth and Development website.  

 How child care providers receive this information through training and professional 
development. ! ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ άDevelopmental 
Screening: Develop a process to identify and support individual child development, promote family 
engagement, and enhance program quality.έ While taking this course, students will plan for the 
different steps involved in effectively implementing developmental screening. This course is designed 
to give students an overview of the screening process and help students consider how they will 
implement developmental screening, regardless of the screening tool they choose. Child care providers 
also receive this information through training in and access to the Montana Early Care and Education 
Knowledge Base (Knowledge Base) and the Montana Early Learning Standards (MELS). The Knowledge 
Base is a resource that assists in understanding developmentally appropriate practice for children ages 
birth through 8 and the MELS is a set of standards developed through the Montana Early Learning Task 
Force consisting of various early learning stakeholders throughout Montana. The MELS are the 
standards that guide the work of early learning professionals to ensure that children from birth to age 
5 have the skills and knowledge they need to achieve success as well as promoting a continuum of 
growth and development for children from birth to age 5. Training on MELS is available online. All 
trainings must go through an approval process to be sure content areas of the Knowledge Base and 
Early Learning Standards are incorporated into each training. In addition to these resources, the ECSB 
provides information for specific to child care providers on the ECSB Child Growth and Development 
website.  

 Provide the citation for this policy and procedure related to providing information on 
developmental screenings. Part C of IDEA is required to have a comprehensive Child Find system. Per 
Montana's conformity with the rules and requirements of Part C of IDEA: The coordination of the Part C 
Comprehensive Child Find System to identify infants and toddlers with disabilities, who may be eligible 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/Childcare/ChildGrowthandDevelopment
https://www.childcaretraining.org/mod/page/view.php?id=22723
https://www.childcaretraining.org/mod/page/view.php?id=22723
https://www.childcaretraining.org/mod/page/view.php?id=22723
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/Childcare/ChildGrowthandDevelopment
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/Childcare/ChildGrowthandDevelopment
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/dsd/documents/DDP/fsaac/MontanaPartCRulesAndRegulations.pdf
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for Part C services, is the responsibility of each regional contractor. Each regional contractor is 
required to have developed and disseminated to all primary referral sources and, when appropriate, 
parents, a public awareness program focusing on early identification of infants and toddlers with 
disabilities and  other learning or developmental risk factors. This includes the preparation and 
dissemination to all primary referral sources, especially hospitals and physicians, of information for 
parents on the availability of early intervention services and procedures for determining the extent 
such sources disseminate information to parents of premature infants or infants with other physical 
risk factors associated with learning or developmental complications. Materials for parents and 
professionals on the availability of early intervention Part C services include information describing:  
The State's early intervention program; The purpose and scope of the program; How to make referrals 
for evaluations and early intervention services; and How to gain access to a comprehensive, 
multidisciplinary evaluation and other early intervention services. The regional contractors engage in a 
variety of ongoing public awareness activities including distribution of public awareness information 
through a variety of methods in physicians' offices, hospitals, public health departments, WIC offices, 
and other agencies concerned with young children with disabilities and risk conditions associated with 
disabilities and public places frequented by parents of infants and toddlers and other family members. 
The initial evaluation for Part C eligibility must be completed as soon as possible (within 30 days after 
the referral is the expected timeline) and within the 45-day timeline in order to have sufficient time to 
complete assessments needed for the development of the IFSP.  

2.6 Consumer Statement for Parents Receiving CCDF Funds 

Lead Agencies must provide CCDF parents with a consumer statement in hard copy or 
electronically (such as referral to a consumer education website) that contains specific 
information about the child care provider they select (98.33 d). Please note that if the consumer 
statement is provided electronically, Lead Agencies should consider ensuring the statement is 
accessible to parents, including parents with limited access to the internet, and that parents 
have a way to contact someone to address their questions. 

2.6.1  Certify by describing: 

 How and when the Lead Agency provides parents receiving CCDF funds with a consumer 
statement identifying the requirements for providers and the health and safety record of the 
provider they have selected. A flyer titled, "Best Beginnings Scholarship Program: Supporting 
Montana Families and Providers with Child Care Financial Assistance" is given to families by their local 
Child Care Resource and Referral Agency. This flyer is also available electronically on the Lead Agency's 
website. 
 
The statement includes the following information for families and providers: Equal access for families 
through the Best Beginnings Child Care Scholarship Program Reliable compliant process for families 
and providers Child Care Resource and Referral agencies across the state STARS to Quality, Montana's 
Quality Rating and Improvement System Health and safety standards met by all licensed providers 
Transparent licensing inspection and monitoring information   

 Certify by checking below the specific information provided to families either in hard copy or 
electronically.  Note:  The consumer statement must include the eight requirements listed in 
the table below. 
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Ἠ Health and safety requirements met by the provider 

Ἠ Licensing or regulatory requirements met by the provider 

Ἠ Date the provider was last inspected 

Ἠ Any history of violations of these requirements 

Ἠ Any voluntary quality standards met by the provider 

Ἠ How CCDF subsidies are designed to promote equal access 

Ἠ How to submit a complaint through the hotline 

Ἠ How to contact a local resource and referral agency or other community-based 
organization to receive assistance in finding and enrolling in quality child care 

 Provide a link to a sample consumer statement or a description if a link is not available. 
Best Beginnings Scholarship Program: Supporting Montana Families and Providers with Child Care 
Financial Assistance  

3 Provide Stable Child Care Financial Assistance to Families 

In providing child care assistance to families, Lead Agencies are required to implement these 
policies and procedures: a minimum 12-month eligibility and redetermination period, a process 
ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŦƭǳŎǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎǎΣ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ schedules 
are not disrupted by program requirements, policies to provide for a job search of no fewer than 
3 months if the Lead Agency exercises the option to discontinue assistance, and policies for the 
graduated phase-out of assistance. In addition, the Lead Agency is also required to describe 
procedures for the enrollment of children experiencing homelessness and, if applicable, children 
in foster care. 

Note: Lead Agencies are not prohibited from establishing policies that extend eligibility beyond 
12 months to align program requirements. For example, Lead Agencies can allow children 
enrolled in Head Start, Early Head Start, state or local Prekindergarten, and other collaborative 
programs to finish the program year or, similarly, parents enrolled in school can have eligibility 
extended to allow parents to finish their school year. This type of policy promotes continuity for 
families receiving services through multiple benefit programs. 

In this section, Lead Agencies will identify how they define eligible children and families and how 
the Lead Agency improves access for vulnerable children and families. This section also 
addresses the policies ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
child care payment. 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/ecfsd/documents/ChildCare/documentsandresources/ChildCareandDevelopmentFundConsumerStatement-Electronic.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/hcsd/documents/ChildCare/documentsandresources/ChildCareandDevelopmentFundConsumerStatement-Electronic.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/hcsd/documents/ChildCare/documentsandresources/ChildCareandDevelopmentFundConsumerStatement-Electronic.pdf
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Note:  When asked for citations, responses can include state statute, regulations, administrative 
rules, policy manuals or policy issuances.  See the Introduction on page 4 for more detail. 

3.1 Eligible Children and Families 

At the time when eligibility is determined or redetermined, children must (1) be younger than 
ŀƎŜ моΤ όнύ ǊŜǎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ур ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀƴ 
income for a family of the same size and whose family assets do not exceed $1,000,000 (as 
certified by a member of said family); and (3)(a) reside with a parent or parents who are working 
or attending a job training or educational program or (b) receives, or needs to receive, 
protective services and resides with a parent or parents not described in (3)(a) (658P(4); 
98.20(a)). 

3.1.1 Eligibility criteria: Age of children served 

i. The CCDF program serves children from 0 (weeks/months/years) through 12 years (under 
age 13). Note: Do not include children incapable of self-care or under court supervision, 
who are reported below in (b) and (c). 

 Does the Lead Agency allow CCDF-funded child care for children ages 13 and older but below 
age 19 who are physically and/or mentally incapable of self-care (658E(c)(3)(B); 658P(3))? 

ἦ  No 

Ἠ  Yes, and the upper age is 18 (may not equal or exceed age 19). If yes, provide the Lead 
Agency definition of physical and/or mental incapacity:   
Physical or mental incapacity is defined as children under the age of 19 with disabilities or 
cognitive delays who are not able to properly manage or care for his/her person without 
assistance. Appropriate clinical authorities must document this determination. 

 Does the Lead Agency allow CCDF-funded child care for children ages 13 and older but below 
age 19 who are under court supervision ((658P(3); 658E(c)(3)(B))? 

ἦ  No 

Ἠ  Yes, and the upper age is 18 (may not equal or exceed  

age 19). 

 How does the Lead Agency define the following eligibility terms? 

 άǊŜǎƛŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘέΥ A child must live in the same household as the parent, or person who is legally 
responsible for the child's welfare, during the period for which child care services are requested. 

άƛƴ ƭƻŎƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘƛǎέΥ When an adult is acting in place of a parent. For example, an adult designated in a 
military parent's family plan would be acting "in loco parentis." 

3.1.2 Eligibility criteria: Reason for care 

i. How does the Lead Agency define the following terms for the purposes of determining 
CCDF eligibility? 

 5ŜŦƛƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀǎ ά²ƻǊƪƛƴƎέ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƘƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎύΥ  
A parent or parents must be employed at paid legal labor or self-employed earning minimum wage 
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and meet a minimum hourly work requirement each month. A single parent can meet minimum 
activity requirements, including working. The following are how a parent may meet work 
requirement. A single parent must work a minimum of 60 hours per month. If a single parent is 
attending school or training full-time, where full-time is based on the school's guidelines, the 
parent does not have a work activity requirement. If a single parent is attending school or training 
part-time, the parent must work a minimum of 40 hours per month. A two-parent family can meet 
minimum activity requirements, including working. The following are how parents may meet work 
requirement. A two-parent family must work a minimum of 120 hours per month with either/or 
both parents working any combination of hours. In a two-parent family if both parents are 
attending school or training full-time, where full-time is based on the school's guidelines, there is 
no work activity requirement for either parent. In a two-parent family if one parent is attending 
school or training part-time and one parent is attending school or training full-time, the work 
activity requirement is 40 hours per month.  

5ŜŦƛƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀǎ άWƻō ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎέ όincluding activities and any hour requirements):  
Job Training is a program designed to assist eligible families to become self- sufficient by providing 
needed employment-related activities and supportive services. Job training programs include, but 
are not limited to, Pathways and special classes which may be classified as "employment related 
training."  

5ŜŦƛƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀǎ ά9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƘƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎύΥ  
Education may be an education program that is accredited by the State of Montana or approved 
training institution that is accredited by the U.S. Department of Education 

5ŜŦƛƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀǎ ά!ǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎέ όŀ Ƨƻō ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳύ όŜΦƎΦ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ 
time, hours required for associated activities such as study groups, lab experiences, time 
for outside class study or completion of homework): A person is considered to be attending 
job training or education, whether part-time or full-time, when the person submits supporting 
documentation, which are the number of enrolled credits and fees paid. 

 Does the Lead Agency allow parents to qualify for CCDF assistance on the basis of education 
and training without additional work requirements? 

Ἠ Yes 

ἦ No. If no, describe the additional work requirements.   

 Does the Lead Agency provide child care to children who receive, or need to receive 
protective services?  

ἦ  No 

Ἠ  Yes. If yes:  

i. tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέΥ Child Care is available for 
children in protective care because of the danger of neglect or abuse. The need for 
protective services child care is determined by the Child and Family Services Division within 
the Department of Public Health and Human Services. Children in protective services are 
designated as a household of one for the purpose of childcare subsidy and uniquely 
identified; therefore, the state does not attach a co-payment requirement to these minor 
children.   

Note: Federal requirements allow other vulnerable children identified by the Lead 
!ƎŜƴŎȅ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 
definition of protective services for CCDF purposes. A Lead Agency may elect to 
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provide CCDF-funded child care to children in foster care when foster care parents 
are not working or are not in education/training activities, but this provision should 
be included in the protective services definition above. 

Are children in foster care considered to be in protective services for the purposes 
of eligibility at determination? 

ἦ  No 

Ἠ  Yes 

Does the Lead Agency waive the income eligibility requirements for cases in which 
children receive, or need to receive, protective services on a case-by-case basis 
(98.20 (a)(3)(ii)(A))? 

ἦ  No 

Ἠ Yes 

Does the Lead Agency waive the eligible activity (e.g., work, job training, education, 
etc.) requirements for cases in which children receive, or need to receive, protective 
services on a case-by-case basis? 

ἦ No 

Ἠ Yes 

 

Does the Lead Agency provide respite care to custodial parents of children in 
protective services? 

Ἠ  No 

ἦ  Yes 

3.1.3 Eligibility criteria: Family Income Limits 

Note: The questions in 3.1.3 relate to initial determination. Redetermination is addressed in 
3.1.3, 3.1.8 and 3.2.5. 

 How does the Lead Agency dŜŦƛƴŜ άƛƴŎƻƳŜέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉurposes of eligibility at the point of 
initial determination? Montana determines eligibility for the Best Beginnings Child Care Scholarship 
using the family's gross income. A family must include required household members and may include 
optional household members. Required household members include biological, adoptive, or step-
parents of an intact family; a parent by common law marriage; a parent joined by a common child; an 
adult acting in loco parentis; minor siblings, age 17 and under; and a child receiving Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) cash benefits. Optional household members would be any 
person living in the household that is not a required household member. The gross income of all 
household members is used for the purposes of eligibility at initial determination. There are some 
income exclusions. Income exclusions may be based in part on the status of an individual in the 
household. For example, student loans or Low-Income Energy Assistance Payment (LIEAP) income are 
excluded from a household's total gross income. 

 Provide the CCDF income eligibility limits in the table below at the time of initial 
determination. Complete columns (i) and (ii) based on maximum eligibility at initial entry into 
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CCDF. Complete columns (iii) and (iv) only if the Lead Agency is using income eligibility limits 
lower than 85 percent of the current state median income (SMI) at the initial eligibility 
determination point. If the income eligibility limits are not statewide, please complete the 
chart below using the most populous area of the state or territory (defined as the area 
serving highest number of CCDF children) and respond to c. below the table. 

 (i) (ii) (iii) (iv) 

 

 

 

Family 
Size 

 

100% of SMI 

($/Month) 

 

85% of SMI 
($/Month)  

[Multiply (a) by 0.85] 

(IF APPLICABLE) 

($/Month) 
Maximum Initial or 
First Tier Income 

Limit (or 
Threshold) if Lower 

than 85% of 
Current SMI 

(IF APPLICABLE)  
(% of SMI) 

[Divide (iii) by (i), 
multiply by 100] 
Income Level if 

Lower than 85% of 
Current SMI 

1 3697 3142 1986 54% 

2 4834 4108 2686 56% 

3 5971 5075 3386 57% 

4 7109 6042 4085 57% 

5 8246 7009 4785 58% 

 If the income eligibility limits are not statewide, describe how many jurisdictions set their 
own income eligibility limits and provide the income limit ranges across the jurisdictions (e.g. 
range from [lowest limit] to [highest limit])( 98.16(i)(3)). Income eligibility limits are Statewide. 

 SMI source and year. https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/resource/liheap-im-2020-02-state-
median-income-estimates-for-optional-use-fy-and-mandatory-use-fy2021?utm_medium=rss 
.  2021  

Reminder: Income limits must be established and reported in terms of current SMI based on 
the most recent data published by the Bureau of the Census (98.20(a)(2)(i)) even if the 
federal poverty level is used in implementing the program. SMI guidelines are available at: 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/resource/liheap-im-2020-02-state-median-income-estimates-
for-optional-use-fy2020-and-mandatory-use-fy2021?utm_medium=rss . 

 Identify the most populous area of the state (defined as the area serving the highest number 
of CCDF children) used to complete the chart in 3.1.3 b. CCRR Region 7 ς Yellowstone County  

 What is the effective date for these eligibility limits reported in 3.1.3 b?  
June 1, 2021 

 Provide the citation or link, if available, for the income eligibility limits.  
 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/resource/liheap-im-2020-02-state-median-income-estimates-for-optional-use-fy-and-mandatory-use-fy2021?utm_medium=rss
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/resource/liheap-im-2020-02-state-median-income-estimates-for-optional-use-fy-and-mandatory-use-fy2021?utm_medium=rss
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/resource/liheap-im2017-03
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/resource/liheap-im2017-03
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3.1.4 Lead Agencies are required to ensure that children receiving CCDF funds do not have family 
assets that exceed $1,000,000, as certified by a family member (98.20(a)(2)(ii)). 

a. Describe how the family member certifies that family assets do not exceed $1,000,000 (e.g., a 
checkoff on the CCDF application). The family member is asked a question about family assets over 
one million ($1,000,000) on the application. It is a self-attestation of yes or no. 
 Does the Lead Agency waive the asset limit on a case-by-case basis for families defined as 

receiving, or in need of, protective services? 

ἦ No 

Ἠ  Yes. If yes, describe the policy or procedure and provide citation:  
The $1,000,000 asset test is waived for children in protective services. The $1,000,000 asset test 
only applies to non-TANF cases in Montana. Child Care Policy Manual, Policy Section 2-4. 

3.1.5 Describe any additional eligibility conditions or rules, which are applied by the Lead Agency 
(98.20(b)) during: 

 eligibility determination. Montana has a child support compliance requirement. A child in a 
household that has an absent parent must meet the child support compliance requirement. Typically, 
this requirement is met by an in-compliance child support case with the Child Support Enforcement 
Division, a court-filed and judge-signed parenting plan, or approved good cause. There are exceptions 
to this requirement outlined in the Child Care Policy Manual, Policy Section 2-2a.  

 eligibility redetermination. Montana has a child support compliance requirement. A child in a 
household that has an absent parent must meet the child support compliance requirement. Typically, 
this requirement is met by an in-compliance child support case with the Child Support Enforcement 
Division, a court-filed and judge-signed parenting plan, or approved good cause. There are exceptions 
to this requirement outlined in the Child Care Policy Manual, Policy Section 2-2a.  

3.1.6 [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ 
continuity of care when authorizing child care services (98.21(f); 98.16(h)(6)). Lead Agencies 
are reminded that authorized child care services are not required to be strictly based on the 
work, training, or education schedule of the parent (98.21 (g)). Check the approaches, if 
aǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ǳǎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜǾelopment and 
promoting continuity of care when authorizing child care services. 

ἦ b. Coordinating with Head Start, Prekindergarten, other early learning programs, or 
school-age programs to create a package of arrangements that accommodates 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎ 

Ἠ c. Inquiring about whether the child has an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 
Individual Family Services Plan (IFSP) 

ἦ d. Establishing minimum eligibility periods longer than 12 months 

ἦ e. Using cross-enrollment or referrals to other public benefits 

ἦ f. Working with IDEA Part B, Section 619 and Part C staff to explore how services 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ L9t ƻǊ LC{t Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƻƴǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
collaboration with child care services 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/ecfsd/documents/ChildCare/policymanual/CC2-4HouseholdIncome070718.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/hcsd/documents/ChildCare/policymanual/CC2-2aChildSupport070718.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/ecfsd/documents/ChildCare/policymanual/CC2-2aChildSupport070718.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/hcsd/documents/ChildCare/policymanual/CC2-2aChildSupport070718.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/ecfsd/documents/ChildCare/policymanual/CC2-2aChildSupport070718.pdf
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ἦ g. Working with entities that may provide other child support services. 

ἦ h. Providing more intensive case management for families with children with multiple 
risk factors 

ἦ i. Implementing policies and procedures that promote universal design to ensure that 
activities and environments are accessible to all children, including children with 
sensory, physical, or other disabilities 

ἦ j. Other. Describe: A parent can determine how many child care hours are needed per 
week to meet the needs of the child. The authorized child care hours do not need to 
Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΦ ! ŎƘƛƭŘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ 
authorized for more than 20 hours per day and 50 hours per week without approval 
from the Early Childhood Services Bureau. The goal is to use a reasonable approach 
ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 

3.1.7 Fluctuation in earnings. 

Lead Agencies are required to demonstrate how their processes for initial determination and 
redetermination take into account irregular fluctuations in earnings (658E(c)(2)(N)(i)(II) and 
98.21(c)). The Lead Agency must put in place policies that ensure that temporary increases in 
income, including temporary increases that can result in a monthly income exceeding 85 
percent of state median income (SMI) (calculated on a monthly basis) from seasonal 
employment or other temporary work schedules, do not affect eligibility or family co-payments 
(98.21(c)). Check the processes that the Lead Agency uses to take into account irregular 
fluctuations in earnings. 

Ἠ ŀΦ !ǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ όŜΦƎΦ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎύΦ  

Ἠ b. Request earning statements that are most represeƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ 
income.  

ἦ ŎΦ  5ŜŘǳŎǘ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ƻǊ ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǿŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ 

level.  

Ἠ d. Other. Describe: If a parent reports an increase in income during the 12-month eligibility period, 

no action will be taken unless it benefits the family. The family is advised of the increased 
monthly copayment or change in eligibility for the next annual re-determination.  Income is 
determined on a case-by-case basis. When determining income does not clearly follow policy and 
procedure, a special case will come to the state level to determine income. For example, self-
employment varies greatly with each parent's individual business. The state will assist the Child 
Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) agency with how best to determine a monthly employment 
income.  
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3.1.8 Lead Agencies are required to have procedures for documenting and verifying that children 
receiving CCDF funds meet eligibility criteria at the time of eligibility determination and 
redetermination (98.68(c)). Lead Agencies should note that there are no federal requirements 
for specific documentation or verification procedures. Check the information that the Lead 
Agency documents and verifies at initial determination and redetermination and describe, at a 
minimum, what information is required and how often. Check all that apply. 

Required at 
Initial 

Determination 

Required at 
Redetermination 

Information and Description 

Ἠ Ἠ a. Applicant identity. Describe: Applicants may have an 
interview either in person or by telephone during the 
initial application period. Applicants may include photo 
identification documents: government issued 
identification, passport, Montana driver's license, or a 
school identification card. If the family is receiving 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
benefits, the verification can be obtained from the 
Combined Healthcare Information and Montana 
Eligibility System (CHIMES). Documentation of what 
was used to determine the applicant's identity is 
included in case notes in the computer database, Child 
Care Under the Big Sky (CCUBS). Paper documents are 
kept at the Child Care Resource & Referral agency that 
maintains the confidential files for the applicant. At 
annual re- determination, information already on file 
does not need to be submitted again. 

Ἠ Ἠ b. !ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜΥ The 
applicant's relationship to the child can be determined 

from a variety of documentation: 1) Birth certificates; 
Legal or court documentation; 3)Child and Family 
Services documentation; 4) Verification from the 
Combined Healthcare Information and Montana 
Eligibility System (CHIMES) if the family is on 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) benefits; or 5) Other documentation. 
Documentation of what was used to determine the 
applicant's relationship to the child is included in case 
notes in the computer database, Child Care Under the 
Big Sky (CCUBS). Paper documents are kept at the 
Child Care Resource & Referral agency that maintains 
the confidential files for the applicant. The information 
is required at initial application, but then it is kept in 



DRAFT MONTANA FY2022-2024 CCDF STATE PLAN FOR PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 

 

71 | P a g e 
 
 

 

the confidential file at the Child Care Resource & 
Referral agency. At annual re- determination, 
information already on file does not need to be 
submitted again.  

Ἠ Ἠ c. /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛng eligibility (e.g., 
identity, age, citizen/immigration status). Describe: 
Children receiving child care assistance must be US 
citizens or US nationals. A variety of documentation 

may be used to determine this: 1) Birth certificates 
or passports; 2) A Social Security card (this is 
optional); 3) Verification from the Combined 
Healthcare Information and Montana Eligibility 
System (CHIMES) if the family is on Supplemental 
Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits; or 

4) Other documentation. Documentation of what 
was used to determine the child's eligibility is included 
in case notes in the computer database, Child Care 
Under the Big Sky (CCUBS). Paper documents are kept 
at the Child Care Resource & Referral agency that 
maintains the confidential files for the applicant. The 
information is required at initial application, but then 
it is kept in the confidential file at the Child Care 
Resource & Referral agency. At annual re-
determination, information already on file does not 
need to be submitted again. Any new child added to a 
family's case will be required to provide the new 
information. 

Ἠ Ἠ d. Work. Describe: Applicants complete a Work 
Verification Form signed by the employer at the time 
of initial application, annual redetermination, or with a 
job change. A parent may choose to submit paystubs if 
the Work Verification is not an accurate 
representation of their current work. Self-employment 
is initially verified through a self-statement attestation 
which is a self-employment form filled out by the 
applicant. Self-employment income is verified through 
tax returns or receipts of income and expenses.  
Documentation of what was used to determine the 
parent's work activity requirement (including work) is 
included in case notes in the database, Child Care 
Under the Big Sky (CCUBS). Paper documents are kept 
at the Child Care Resource & Referral agency that 
maintains the confidential files for the applicant. The 



DRAFT MONTANA FY2022-2024 CCDF STATE PLAN FOR PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 

 

72 | P a g e 
 
 

 

information is required at initial application, but then 
it is kept in the confidential file at the Child Care 
Resource & Referral agency. At annual re-
determination, the parent will be required to submit a 
new Work Verification Form or paystubs. 

Ἠ Ἠ e. Job training or educational program. Describe: 
Applicants must submit receipt of fees paid and 
number of credits enrolled to prove the attendance of 
school. Documentation of what was used to determine 
the job training or education program is included in 
case notes in the computer database, Child Care Under 
the Big Sky (CCUBS). Paper documents are kept at the 
Child Care Resource & Referral agency that maintains 
the confidential files for the applicant. The information 
is required at initial application, but then it is kept in 
the confidential file at the Child Care Resource & 
Referral agency. At annual re-determination, a new 
receipt of fees paid and number of credits enrolled will 
be required. 

Ἠ Ἠ f. Family income. Describe: Work income is determined 
using a Work Verification Form or paystubs. Self- 
employed applicants must meet Federal minimum 
wage requirement to qualify for childcare assistance. 
Self-employed individuals need to provide written 
documentation verifying their self-employment status 
at the time of application. This may be done using 
several types of documentation: Business License 
issued by the city or state; Federal Employer 
Identification Number (FEIN) issued by the Internal 
Revenue Service; or IRS Tax forms, which include 
Schedule C or Schedule C-EZ, 1040-ES, and Estimated 
Tax for Individuals. Other household income (found in 
Policy Section 2-6). will have varying documentation. 
Documentation of what was used to determine the 
family income is included in case notes in the 
computer database, Child Care Under the Big Sky 
(CCUBS). Paper documents are kept at the Child Care 
Resource & Referral agency that maintains the 
confidential files for the applicant. The information is 
required at initial application, but then it is kept in the 
confidential file at the Child Care Resource & Referral 
agency. At annual re-determination, new income 
documentation will be required.  

https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/hcsd/documents/ChildCare/policymanual/CC2-6IncomeTable070718.pdf
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Ἠ Ἠ g. Household composition. Describe: The application 
turned in by the application is used to determine the 
household composition. Documentation of what was 
used to determine the household composition is 
included in case note sin the computer database, Child 
Care Under the Big Sky (CCUBS). Paper documents are 
kept at the Child Care Resource & Referral agency that 
maintains the confidential files for the applicant. The 
information is required at initial application and annual 
re-determination. 

Ἠ Ἠ h. Applicant residence. Describe: Applicants submit proof 
of residency such as a rental agreement, utilities bill, 
or current Montana Driver's License. Documentation 
of what was used to determine the applicant's 
residency is included in case notes in the computer 
database, Child Care Under the Big Sky (CCUBS). Paper 
documents are kept at the Child Care Resource & 
Referral agency that maintains the confidential files for 
the applicant. The information is required at initial 
application, but then it is kept in the confidential file at 
the Child Care Resource & Referral agency. At annual 
re-determination, information already on file does not 
need to be submitted again. 

Ἠ Ἠ i. Other. Describe: Express Eligibility is a way for 
applicants to reduce the amount of documentation 
verification needed. Applicants participating in 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) are 
asked if they are receiving (SNAP) benefits on their 
application for child care assistance. If the answer is 
yes, the Child Care Resource & Referral agency uses 
income information already documented the 
Combined Healthcare Information and Montana 
Eligibility System (CHIMES). This approach reduces the 
amount of document verification needed to qualify 
applicants. The information is checked at initial 
application and at annual re-determination. 

 

3.1.9 Which strategies, if any, will the Lead Agency use to ensure the timeliness of eligibility 
determinations upon receipt of applications? Check all that apply. 

Ἠ a.  Time limit for making eligibility determinations. Describe length of time:  
Once the initial application is reviewed, the Child Care Resource and Referral staff must review 
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the application packet within seven business days to ensure timely processing. The applicant 
has thirty calendar days to submit all required documentation.  

Ἠ b.  Track and monitor the eligibility determination process 

Ἠ c.  Other. Describe: Supervisors at each Child Care Resource and Referral complete case reviews 

given to them monthly by the Early Childhood Services Bureau (ECSB).  

ἦ d.  None 

3.1.10 Informing parents who receive TANF benefits about the exception to the individual penalties 
associated with the TANF work requirement. 

Lead Agencies are required to inform parents who receive TANF benefits about the exception to 
the individual penalties associated with the work requirement for any single custodial parent 
who has a demonstrated inability to obtain needed child care for a child younger than age 6 
(98.16(v); 98.33(f)). 

Lead Agencies must coordinate with TANF programs to ensure that TANF families with young 
children will be informed of their right not to be sanctioned if they meet the criteria set forth by 
the state/territory TANF agency in accordance with Section 407(e)(2) of the Social Security Act. 

In fulfilling this requirement, the following criteria or definitions are applied by the TANF agency 
to determine whether the parent has a demonstrated inability to obtain needed child care. 

Note: The TANF agency, not the CCDF Lead Agency, is responsible for establishing the following 
criteria or definitions. These criteria or definitions are offered in this Plan as a matter of public 
record. 

 Identify the TANF agency that established these criteria or definitions:  
The Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services, Human and Community Services 
Division, Public Assistance Bureau 

 Provide the following definitions established by the TANF agency: 

 ά!ǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜέΥ The child care provider meets applicable state standards.   

άwŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜέΥ If the family is without either their own (or arranged) transportation, 
and there is no public transportation, then their home or work site must be no more than 1 mile 
from the childcare provider.  

ά¦ƴǎǳƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜέΥ Care that does not meet applicable state licensing 
ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ   

ά!ŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎέΥ The total parental (caretaker relative or person acting 
in loco parentis) co-payment and "above and beyond" obligation does not exceed 25% of gross 
family income.   

 How are parents who receive TANF benefits informed about the exception to the individual 
penalties associated with the TANF work requirements? 

Ἠ  i. In writing 

Ἠ  ii. Verbally 
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Ἠ  iii. Other. Describe: Families participating in the TANF program are not sanctioned due to 

lack of child care. When child care is not available, TANF advocates and parents negotiate alternative 
participation activities to maintain compliance with their employability/service plan. If a parent is 
involved in the TANF sanction process, the parent is informed in writing of the right to claim good 
cause.   

 Provide the citation for the TANF policy or procedure:  
https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/tanfpolicymanual  

3.2 Family Contribution to Payments 

Lead Agencies are required to establish and periodically revise a sliding-fee scale for CCDF 
families that varies based on income and the size of the family to determine eaŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ 
contribution (i.e., co-payment) that is not a barrier to families receiving CCDF funds (658E(c)(5)). 
In addition to income and the size of the family, the Lead Agency may use other factors when 
determining family contributions/co-payments. Lead Agencies, however, may NOT use cost of 
care or amount of subsidy payment in determining co-payments (98.45(k)(2)). Questions 3.2.1 
through 3.2.4 address co-payments during the initial/entry-eligibility period. 

To help families transition off child care assistance, Lead Agencies may gradually adjust  
co-pay amounts for families determined to be eligible under a graduated phase-out.  Question 
3.2.5 addresses co-payments during the graduated phase-out period. 

3.2.1 Provide the CCDF co-payments in the chart below according to family size for one child in 
care. 

 Complete the chart based on the most populous area of the state or territory (defined as 
the area serving the highest number of CCDF children, aligned to the response provided in 
3.1.3 e). 

 (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) 

Family 
size 

Lowest 
initial or 
First Tier 
Income 
Level 
where 
family is 
first 
charged 
co-pay 
(greater 
than $0) 

What is 
the 
monthly 
co-
payment 
for a 
family of 
this size 
based on 
the 
income 
level in 
(a)? 

What 
percentage 
of income 
is this co-
payment in 
(b)? 

Highest 
initial or 
First Tier 
Income 
Level 
before a 
family is 
no longer 
eligible. 

What is 
the 
monthly 
co-
payment 
for a 
family of 
this size 
based on 
the 
income 
level in 
(d)? 

What 
percentage 
of income 
is this co-
payment in 
(d)? 

1 N/A 0 NA 0 0 0% 

2 $778 $10 1% $2686 $564 21% 

3 $980 $10 1% $3386 $711 21% 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/tanfpolicymanual
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 (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) 

4 $1179 $12 1% $4085 $858 21% 

5 $1379 $14 1% $4785 $1005 21% 

 If the sliding-fee scale is not statewide (i.e., county-administered states): 

i. Ἠ N/A. Sliding fee scale is statewide 

ii. Identify the most populous area of the state (defined as the area serving the highest 
number of CCDF children) used to complete the chart above.  
 

Describe how many jurisdictions set their own sliding-fee scale (98.16(i)(3)). 
 

 What is the effective date of the sliding-fee scale(s)? 06-01-2021 
 Provide the link(s) to the sliding-fee scale:  

3.2.2 Iƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ōŜ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƛǘ ōŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘΚ /ƘŜŎƪ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ 
apply under a. or b.  

Ἠ a. The fee is a dollar amount and (check all that apply): 

ἦ i.  The fee is per child, with the same fee for each child. 

ἦ ii.  The fee is per child and is discounted for two or more children. 

ἦ iii.  The fee is per child up to a maximum per family. 

ἦ iv.  No additional fee is charged after a certain number of children. 

Ἠ v.  The fee is per family. 

ἦ vi.  The contribution schedule varies because it is set locally/regionally (as indicated in  
  1.2.1). Describe:  

ἦ vii. Other. Describe:  

Ἠ  b. The fee is a percent of income and (check all that apply): 

ἦ i.  The fee is per child, with the same percentage applied for each child. 

ἦ ii.  The fee is per child, and a discounted percentage is applied for two or more 

 children. 

ἦ iii.  The fee is per child up to a maximum per family. 

ἦ iv.  No additional percentage is charged after a certain number of children. 

Ἠ v.  The fee is per family. 

ἦ vi.  The contribution schedule varies because it is set locally/regionally (as indicated in 
1.2.1). Describe:  

ἦ vii.  Other. Describe:  
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3.2.3 Does the Lead Agency use other factors in addition to income and family size to determine 
ŜŀŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ Ŏƻ-payment (658E(c)(3)(B))? Reminder: Lead Agencies may NOT use cost of care 
or amount of subsidy payment in determining co-payments (98.45(k)(2)). 

Ἠ No 

ἦ Yes. If yes, check and describe those additional factors below. 

ἦ a.  Number of hours the child is in care. Describe:   

ἦ b.  Lower co-payments for a higher quality of care, as defined by the state/territory.     
 Describe:  

ἦ c.  Other. Describe:  

3.2.4 The Lead Agency may waive contributions/co-payments from families whose incomes are at 
or below the poverty level for a family of the same size (98.45(k)) or for families who are 
receiving or needing to receive protective services, on a case-by-case basis, as determined for 
purposes of CCDF eligibility, or who meet other criteria established by the Lead Agency 
(98.45(k)(4)). Does the Lead Agency waive family contributions/co-payments for any of the 
following? Check all that apply. 

 δNo, the Lead Agency does not waive family contributions/co-payments. 

Ἠ Yes, the Lead Agency waives family contributions/co-payments. If yes, identify and describe 

which families have their family contributions/co-payments waived. 

ἦ a. Families with an income at or below the Federal poverty level for families of the 
same size. Describe the policy and provide the policy citation.  
 

Ἠ b. Families who are receiving or needing to receive protective services on a case-by-
case basis, as determined by the Lead Agency for purposes of CCDF eligibility. 
Describe the policy and provide the policy citation.  

ἦ c. Families meeting other criteria established by the Lead Agency. Describe the 
policy.  
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3.2.5 Policies and processes for graduated phase-out of assistance at redetermination. 

Lead Agencies that establish initial family income eligibility below 85 percent of state median 
income (SMI) are required to provide a graduated phase-out of assistance for families whose 
income has increased aboǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘ at the time of redetermination 
but remains below the federal threshold of 85 percent of the state median income (98.21 
(b)(1)). Providing a graduated phase-out promotes continuity by allowing for wage growth, 
allows for a tapered transition out of the child care subsidy program as income increases, and 
supports long-term self-sufficiency for families. 

Lead Agencies that provide a graduated phase-out must implement a two-tiered eligibility 
threshold, with the second tier of eligibility (used at the time of eligibility redetermination) to be 
set at: 

(i) 85 percent of SMI for a family of the same size. 
(ii) An amount lower than 85 percent of SMI for a family of the same size but above the Lead 

!ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭd that: 
(A) Takes into account the typical household budget of a low-income family. 
(B) Provides justification that the second eligibility threshold is: 

(1) Sufficient to accommodate increases in family income over time that are typical 
for low-income workers and that promote and support family economic stability. 

(2) Reasonably allows a family to continue accessing child care services without 
unnecessary disruption. 

At redetermination, a child shall be considered eligible if his or her parents are working or 
attending a job training or educational program even ƛŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŜȄŎŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 
income limit to initially qualify for assistance as long as their income does not exceed the second 
tier of eligibility (98.21(a); 98.21(b)(1)). Note that once deemed eligible, the family shall be 
considered eligible for a full minimum 12-month eligibility period, even if their income exceeds 
the second tier of eligibility during the eligibility period, as long as it does not exceed 85 percent 
of SMI. 

A family eligible for services via the graduated phase-out of assistance is considered eligible 
under the same conditions as other eligible families with the exception of the co-payment 
restrictions, which do not apply to a graduated phase-out. To help families transition from child 
care assistance, Lead Agencies may gradually adjust co-pay amounts for families whose children 
are determined eligible under a graduated phase-out and may require additional reporting on 
changes in family income. However, Lead Agencies must still ensure that any additional 
reporting requirements do not constitute an undue burden on families. 

(C) /ƘŜŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜǎǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
procedures regarding the graduated phase-out of assistance. 

ἦ N/A. The Lead Agency sets its initial eligibility threshold at 85 percent of SMI and 
therefore, is not required to provide a graduated phase-out period. (If checked, skip to 
subsection 3.3) 

ἦ The Lead Agency sets the second tier of eligibility at 85 percent of SMI. 
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A. Describe the policies and procedures.  
B. Provide the citation for this policy or procedure.  

Ἠ The Lead Agency sets the second tier of eligibility at an amount lower than 85 percent of 
{aL ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎƛȊŜ ōǳǘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ eligibility threshold. 

A.  Provide the income level for the second tier of eligibility for a family of three:  
The entry level for a family of three into the second eligibility level is above 150% of the 
Federal Poverty Guideline (FPG), and the exit level is 185% FPG. This would be a monthly 
income of $2715 at entry and $3349 at exit.  

B. Describe how the second eligibility threshold: 

1. Takes into account the typical household budget of a low-income family: 
Montana's graduated phase-out has an exit level of 185% of FPL. Using 185% of FPL is 
the level used to ensure the participant income remains below the 85% of Montana's 
SMI threshold. Higher percentages of the FPL were too close or above 85% SMI. Since 
initial eligibility for the child care subsidy uses FPL, the same logic was used to continue 
to use the FPL instead of the SMI to determine entrance into graduated phase-out. The 
monthly copayment for graduated phase-out is between 15%-21% on Montana's 
sliding fee scale. The monthly copayment rises incrementally with the family's income. 
The monthly copayment is below 25% of the family's income, meeting the definition 
for affordable child care. 

2. Is sufficient to accommodate increases in family income over time that are 
typical for low-income workers and that promote and support family economic 
stability: Using the example of a family of three, Montana's graduated phase-out 
would allow for an increase of gross monthly income of approximately $634. This would 
be an increase of yearly income of approximately $7608. This would allow for a gradual 
increase of wages for a family while remaining below 85% of the State Median Income.  

3. Reasonably allows a family to continue accessing child care services without 
unnecessary disruption: Graduated phase-out families have the same change 
reporting requirements as all other families utilizing the subsidy program.  

4. Provide the citation for this policy or procedure related to the second eligibility 
threshold: Child Care Policy Manual, Policy Section 6-5: Change Reporting.  

 To help families transition from assistance, does the Lead Agency gradually adjust  
co-payments for families eligible under the graduated phase-out period? 

Ἠ No 

ἦ Yes 

i. If yes, describe how the Lead Agency gradually adjusts co-payments for families 
under a graduated phase-out:  

ii. If yes, does the Lead Agency require additional reporting requirements during the 
graduated phase-out period? (Note: Additional reporting requirements are also 
discussed in section 3.4.3 of the Plan.) 

ἦ No 

ἦ Yes. Describe:  

https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/ecfsd/documents/ChildCare/policymanual/CC6-5ChangeReporting070718.pdf
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3.3 Increasing Access for Vulnerable Children and Families 

Lead Agencies are required to give priority for child care assistance to children with special 
needs, which can include vulnerable populations, in families with very low incomes, and to 
children experiencing homelessness (658E(c)(3)(B); 98.46(a)). The prioritization of CCDF 
assistance services is not limited to eligibility determination. Other ways to give priority may 
include the establishment of a waiting list or the ranking of eligible families in priority order to 
be served. 

bƻǘŜΥ //5C ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ άŎƘƛƭŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎέ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎΣ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ 
Section 725 of Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Act (42 U.S.C. 11434a) (98.2). 

3.3.1 Describe how the Lead Agency defines: 

 ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎέΥ A child with special needs means a child who is age 18 or younger 
who requires additional assistance because of an emotional or physical disability and/or cognitive 
delay that is verified by medical records or other appropriate documentation such as written 
verification of the physical, emotional, or mental disability from the appropriate authority.  

 άCŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǿ ƛƴŎƻƳŜǎέΥ A family, whose income is at or below the TANF eligibility 
threshold of the 2020 federal poverty guidelines.  

3.3.2 Identify how the Lead Agency will prioritize or target child care services for the following 
children and families: 

Note: If waiving co-payments is checked, Lead Agencies will need to provide further information 
in question 3.2.4. Paying higher rates for accessing higher quality care is addressed in 4.3.3 and 
using grants or contracts to reserve spots is addressed in 4.1.6. 

a. Complete the table below to indicate how the identified populations are prioritized or 
targeted. 

 

Population Prioritized 

Prioritize for 
enrollment 
in child care 

services 

Serve 
without 

placing on 
waiting list 

Waive co-
payments (on 
a case-by-case 

basis). As 
described in 

3.2.4. 

Pay higher 
rate for 

access to 
higher 

quality care 

Using grants 
or contracts 
to reserve 

spots 

Children with special 
needs 

ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Families with very low 
incomes 

ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Children experiencing 
homelessness, as 
defined by the CCDF 

ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Families receiving 
TANF, those 

ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 
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attempting to 
transition off TANF, 
and those at risk of 
becoming dependent 
on TANF (98.16(i)(4)) 

 

b. If applicable, identify and describe any other ways the identified populations in the table above 
are prioritized or targeted.  
Special needs: If there was limited funding for child care assistance, a household containing a child with 
special needs or a child with disabilities is a priority. Administrative Rules of Montana 37.80.201(5), 
Nonfinancial Requirements for Eligibility and Priority for Assistance, includes the priority list that would 
be implemented if there are insufficient funds to provide benefits to all eligible households. A household 
containing a child with special needs or a child with disabilities is listed as priority number two after a 
household receiving TANF.  
 
Families with very low incomes: If there was limited funding for child care assistance, Non-TANF 
households are ranked by household income as a percentage of the Federal Poverty Guidelines (FPG). 
Administrative Rules of Montana 37.80.201(5), Nonfinancial Requirements for Eligibility and Priority for 
Assistance, includes the priority list that would be implemented if there are insufficient funds to provide 
benefits to all eligible households. A Non-TANF household is the lowest priority. The household with the 
lowest percentage of income, relative to FPG, has the highest priority when funding becomes available. 
 
Children experiencing homelessness: If there was limited funding for child care assistance, a household 
experiencing homelessness is a priority. Administrative Rules of Montana 37.80.201(5), Nonfinancial 
Requirements for Eligibility and Priority for Assistance, includes the priority list that would be 
implemented if there are insufficient funds to provide benefits to all eligible households. A household 
experiencing homelessness is listed as priority number four, after a household receiving TANF, a 
household containing a child with special needs or a child with disabilities, and a household headed by a 
teen parent. 
 
Families receiving TANF: If there was limited funding for child care assistance, a household receiving 
assistance funded by the TANF program while participating in employability activities that require child 
care is a priority. Administrative Rules of Montana 37.80.201(5), Nonfinancial Requirements for Eligibility 
and Priority for Assistance, includes the priority list that would be implemented if there are insufficient 
funds to provide benefits to all eligible households. A household receiving TANF is the number one priority 
listed.     
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3.3.3 List and define any other priority groups established by the Lead Agency.  
Teenage parent: A teenage parent means a parent through their 20th birthday who is attending high 
school. 

3.3.4 Describe how the Lead Agency prioritizes services for the additional priority groups identified 
in 3.3.3. If there was limited funding for child care assistance, a household headed by a teenage parent 
is a priority. Administrative Rules of Montana 37.80.201(5), Nonfinancial Requirements for Eligibility and 
Priority for Assistance, includes the priority list that would be implemented if there are insufficient funds 
to provide benefits to all eligible households. A household headed by a teenage parent is listed as 
priority number three, after a household receiving TANF and a household containing a child with special 
needs or a child with disabilities, respectively.  

3.3.5 Lead Agencies are required to expend CCDF funds to (1) permit the enrollment (after an initial 
eligibility determination) of children experiencing homelessness while required 
documentation is obtained, (2) provide training and technical assistance to child care 
providers and the appropriate Lead Agency (or designated entity) staff on identifying and 
serving children and families experiencing homelessness (addressed in section 6), and (3) 
conduct specific outreach to families experiencing homelessness(658E(c)(3); 98.51). 

i. Describe the procedures to permit the enrollment of children experiencing homelessness 
while required documentation is obtained. A family experiencing homelessness is eligible for a 
90-calendar day eligibility period while families stabilize their living arrangements. In order to be 
eligible for 90-day eligibility period, the parent must submit two forms of documentation to prove 
homelessness. One form of documentation is the self-attestation from the parent on the 
application. The second form of documentation could be a letter from a homeless shelter or a 
statement from a friend or relative the family is living with. A parent must select a registered or 
licensed child care provider for child(ren) in the family. The 90-day eligibility period allows the family 
experiencing homelessness to meet all Non-TANF eligibility requirements. This includes the 
following: proving residency in Montana, citizenship of child(ren), and meeting both the income and 
activity requirements. Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) agency are available to provide 
support for families experiencing homelessness by providing referrals to available community 
services and identifying child care providers that may meet the needs of the family.  

 Check, where applicable, the procedures used to conduct outreach for children experiencing 
homelessness (as defined by CCDF Rule) and their families. 

ἦ  i. Lead Agency accepts applications at local community-based locations 

Ἠ  ii.  Partnerships with community-based organizations 

Ἠ   iii.  Partnering with homeless service providers, McKinney-Vento liaisons, and others 

 who work with families experiencing homelessness to provide referrals to child care 

Ἠ  iv.  Other: Child Care Resource & Referral agencies provide outreach information to places 

providing services to homeless families such as homeless shelters, and organizations that may 
work with homeless families such as Offices of Public Assistance, Good Will/Salvation Army 
stores, etc.  

Note: The Lead Agency shall pay any amount owed to a child care provider for services provided 
as a result of the initial eligibility determination, and any CCDF payment made prior to the final 
eligibility determination shall not be considered an error or improper payment (98.51(a)(1)(ii)). 
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3.3.6 Lead Agencies must establish a grace period that allows children experiencing homelessness 
and children in foster care to receive CCDF assistance while providing their families with a 
reasonable time to take any necessary actions to comply with immunization and other health 
and safety requirements (as described in section 5). The length of such a grace period shall be 
established in consultation with the state, territorial, or tribal health agency (658E(c)(2)(I)(i)(I); 
98.41(a)(1)(i)(C)). 

Note: Any payment for such a child during the grace period shall not be considered an error or 
improper payment (98.41(a)(1)(i)(C)(2)). 

 Describe procedures to provide a grace period to comply with immunization and other health 
and safety requirements, including how the length of the grace period was established in 
consultation with the state, territorial, or tribal health agency for: 

 Children experiencing homelessness (as defined by the CCDF Final Rule).  
The Lead Agency worked with the Public Health and Safety Division and Child Care Licensing to 
establish the procedure for how a family experiencing homelessness would be able to comply with 
immunizations. Montana requires children to have current immunizations to attend a child care 
facility, but a conditional enrollment form allows a family to have a plan from a medical 
professional to come current with immunizations. The conditional enrollment form  allows a child to 
attend the child care facility as the child comes current with immunizations. The grace period varies 
with each child's individual needs. The length of time a child requires to become current with 
immunizations is determined on the conditional attendance form by their physician or Health 

Department official. . Provide the citation for this policy and procedure.  
Administrative Rules of Montana, 37.95.140: Immunization, outlines that a child can conditionally 
attend a child care facility if the conditional enrollment form documenting the child's conditional 
immunization status is on file at the child care facility.  

Children who are in foster care. The Lead Agency worked with the Public Health and Safety 
Division and Child Care Licensing to establish the procedure for how children who are in foster care 
would be able to comply with immunizations. Montana requires children to have current 
immunizations to attend a child care facility, but a conditional enrollment form allows a family to 
have a plan from a medical professional to come current with immunizations. The conditional 
enrollment form allows a child to attend the child care facility as the child comes current with 
immunizations. The grace period varies with each child's individual needs. The length of time a 
child requires to become current with immunizations is determined on the conditional attendance 

form by their physician or Health Department official. .Provide the citation for this policy and 
procedure. Administrative Rules of Montana, 37.95.140: Immunization, outlines that a child can 
conditionally attend a child care facility if the conditional enrollment form documenting the child's 
conditional immunization status is on file at the child care facility.  

 Describe how the Lead Agency coordinates with licensing agencies and other relevant state, 
territorial, tribal, and local agencies to provide referrals and support to help families with 
children receiving services during a grace period comply with immunization and other health 
and safety requirements (98.41(a)(1)(i)(C)(4)). If a family does not have a current immunization 
history for a child, a Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) agency will refer the parent to the 
county health  department or local healthcare provider. The county health department will look at 
imMTrax (Montana Immunization Information System) to see if the child has a history of 
immunizations in Montana. The local healthcare provider may look at imMTrax or contact the county 
health department if the local healthcare provider needs additional help getting the child's history of 

http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E95%2E140
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E95%2E140
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immunizations in Montana. If a child does not have current immunizations, the county health 
department or local healthcare provider will work with the family to fill out the conditional enrollment 
form. This form will have a plan to get the child current on immunizations. If the county health 
department needs assistance with out-of-state immunization history, the county health department 
will contact the state health department. The parent needs to grant permission for the state of 
Montana to contact other states for immunization history. The conditional enrollment form is 
monitored by the Child Care Licensing Program when a monitoring visit occurs.  

 Does the Lead Agency establish grace periods for other children who are not experiencing 
homelessness or in foster care? 

ἦ No 

Ἠ Yes. Describe: Immunizations are a requirement for all children attending child care facilities 

monitored by the Child Care Licensing Program. The conditional enrollment period outlined by 
an individual child's conditional enrollment form is allowed for any children attending a child 
care facility.  

3.4 Continuity for Working Families 

3.4.1 Minimum 12-month eligibility. 

The Lead Agency is required to establish a minimum 12-month eligibility and redetermination 
period: 

¶ regardless of changes in income. Lead Agencies may not terminate CCDF assistance 
during the minimum 12-month period if a family has an increase in income that exceeds 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ ур ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
state median income (SMI).  

¶ regardless of temporary changes in participation in work, training, or educational 
activities (658E(c)(2)(N)(i) and (ii)). 

The Lead Agency may not terminate assistance prior to the end of the minimum 12-month 
period if a family experiences a temporary job loss or a temporary change in participation in a 
training or educational activity. Any temporary change cannot have a time limit (e.g. 60 days, 90 
days, etc.). A temporary change in eligible activity includes, at a minimum:  

1. any time-limited absence from work for an employed parent due to such reasons as the 
need to care for a family member or an illness  

2. any interruption in work for a seasonal worker who is not working  

3. any student holiday or break for a parent participating in a training or educational 
program 

4. any reduction in work, training, or education hours, as long as the parent is still working 
or attending a training or educational program  

5. any other cessation of work or attendance at a training or educational program that 
does not exceed 3 months or a longer period of time established by the Lead Agency  

6. a child turning 13 years old during the minimum 12-month eligibility period (except as 
described in 3.1.1)  
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7. any changes in residency within the state, territory, or tribal service area 

a. 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀnd procedures related to providing a minimum 12-month 
eligibility period at initial eligibility determination and redetermination and provide a citation 
for these policies or procedures.   A single or two-parent family must meet activity requirements at 
the time of eligibility determination. If the parent has a temporary change, the parent remains eligible 
until the next annual re-determination, which is at the end of the initial twelve-month eligibility period. If 
the parent has a cessation of work, training, or education, the parent will be given a 90-calendar day 
grace period.   

b. Describe and provide the citation for each of the minimum required elements listed below that 
ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜέΦ 

Minimum Required Element Citation 

Ἠ i. Any time-limited absence from work for an employed 

parent due to such reasons as the need to care for a family 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎΦ 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ƻǊ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 
policy: Montana uses the federal definition for temporary 
changes as defined in 45 CFR, 98.21(a).  

Administrative Rules of 
Montana 37.80.202(13) 

Ἠ ii. Any interruption in work for a seasonal worker who is not 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΦ 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ƻǊ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ Ǉƻƭƛcy: 
Montana uses the federal definition for temporary changes as 
defined in 45 CFR, 98.21(a). 

Administrative Rules of 
Montana 37.80.202(13) 

 

Ἠ iii. Any student holiday or break for a parent participating in a 
training or educational program. Describe or define your 
Lead AgencȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ: Montana uses the federal definition for 
temporary changes as defined in 45 CFR, 98.21(a). 

Administrative Rules of 
Montana 37.80.202(13) 

 

Ἠ iv. Any reduction in work, training, or education hours, as long 

as the parent is still working or attending a training or 
educational program. Describe or define your Lead 
!ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ: Montana uses the federal definition for 
temporary changes as defined in 45 CFR, 98.21(a). 

Administrative Rules of 
Montana 37.80.202(13) 

 

Ἠ v. Any other cessation of work or attendance at a training or 

educational program that does not exceed 3 months or a 
longer period of time established by the Lead Agency. 
5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ƻǊ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΥ  
Montana uses the federal definition for temporary changes as 
defined in 45 CFR, 98.21(a). 

Administrative Rules of 
Montana 37.80.202(13) 

 

ἦ vi. A child turning 13 years old during the minimum 12-month 

eligibility period (except as described in 3.1.1). Describe or 
ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΥ Montana uses the federal 
definition for temporary changes as defined in 45 CFR, 98.21(a). 

Administrative Rules of 
Montana 37.80.202(13) 

 

http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E202
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E202
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E202
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E202
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E202
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E202
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E202
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E202
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E202
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E202
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E202
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E202
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Minimum Required Element Citation 

Ἠ vii. Any changes in residency within the state, territory, or 
ǘǊƛōŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ƻǊ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 
policy: Montana uses the federal definition for temporary 
changes as defined in 45 CFR, 98.21(a). 

Administrative Rules of 
Montana 37.80.202(13) 

 

c. tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜέΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
those implemented during the pandemic, and provide the citation. N/A 

 

3.4.2 ContƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ άƧƻō ǎŜŀǊŎƘέ ŀƴŘ ŀ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ 
during the minimum 12-month eligibility period.  

Lead Agencies have the option, but are not required, to discontinue assistance during the 
minimum 12-month eligibility ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƴƻƴ-temporary loss of work or cessation 
of attendance at a job training or educational program, otherwise known aǎ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ 
activity.   

LŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŎƘƻƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ  
non-temporary loss or cessation of eligible activity, it must continue assistance at least at the 
same level for a period of not fewer than 3 months after each such loss or cessation. This time 
period allows the parent to engage in a job search and to resume work or resume attendance in 
a job training or educational program. At the end of the minimum 3-month period of continued 
assistance, if the parent has engaged in a qualifying work, training, or educational program 
activity with an income below 85 percent of state median income (SMI), assistance cannot be 
terminated, and the child must continue receiving assistance until the next scheduled 
redetermination or, at the Lead Agency option, for an additional minimum 12-month eligibility 
period. 

 Does the Lead Agency consider seeking employment (engaging in a job search) an 
eligible activity at initial eligibility determination (at application) and at the minimum 
12-month eligibility redetermination? (Note: If yes, Lead Agencies must provide a 
minimum of three months of job search.) 

Ἠ  No 

ἦ  Yes. If yes, describe the policy or procedure (including any differences in eligibility at 

 initial eligibility determination vs. redetermination of eligibility):  
  

 Does the Lead Agency discontinue assistance during the minimum 12-month eligibility period 
ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƴƻƴ-temporary loss or cessation of eligible activity and offer a minimum 3-
month period to allow parents to engage in a job search and to resume participation in an 
eligible activity? 

http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E202
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E202
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ἦ  No, the state/territory does not discontinue assistance during the 12-month eligibility 
ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ non-temporary loss of work or cessation of attendance at a job 
training or educational program. 

Ἠ  Yes, the Lead Agency discontinues assistance during the 12-month eligibility period due 

to a pŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ non-temporary loss of work or cessation of eligible activity and provides a 
minimum 3-month period of job search. If yes: 

 tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ 
ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ non-temporary change: A parent is required to report a change in 
work, training, or educational status within ten calendar days from the date the change occurs. If the 
parent has a cessation of work, training, or education, the parent will be given a 90-calendar day grace 
period. The parent must meet activity requirements at the end of the grace period, and if not, the 
family's eligibility will be discontinued. A non-temporary change means a change exceeding three 
months.  

Describe what specific actions/changes trigger the job-search period after each such loss 
or cessation: When a parent reports the required change in work, training, or educational status, it 
is evaluated to see if it is a cessation or a temporary change. If it is a cessation of work, training, or 
education, a 90-calendar day grace period is given.  

How long is the job-search period (must be at least 3 months)?  
90-calendar days 

Provide the citation for this policy or procedure. Policy Section 6-5: Change Reporting and 
Policy 6-6: Absent Days and Continuity of Care  

 The Lead Agency may discontinue assistance prior to the next minimum 12-month 
redetermination in the following limited circumstances. Check and describe any 
circumstances in which the Lead Agency chooses to discontinue assistance prior to the next 
minimum 12-month redetermination. Check all that apply. 

ἦ  i. Not applicable 

Ἠ  ii. Excessive unexplained absences despite multiple attempts by the Lead Agency or 

designated entity to contact the family and provider, including the prior notification 
of a possible discontinuation of assistance. 

i. Define the number of unexplained absences identified as excessive: 
Five or more consecutive unexplained absences reported by the child care facility  when 
there is no indication that the child will be receiving care at that facility in the near 
future.  

 Provide the citation for this policy or procedure: Administrative Rules of Montana 
37.80.501 Termination of Child Care Assistance  

Ἠ  iii.  A change in residency outside of the state, territory, or tribal service area. Provide 
the citation for this policy or procedure: To receive Best Beginnings Child Care 
Scholarships, the parent and the child must be living together in Montana. This policy is 
found in the Child Care Policy Manual, Policy Section 1-6: Child Eligibility.  

Ἠ  iv.  Substantiated fraud or intentional program violations that invalidate prior 
determinations of eligibility. Describe the violations that lead to discontinued 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/ecfsd/documents/ChildCare/policymanual/CC6-5ChangeReporting070718.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/ecfsd/documents/ChildCare/policymanual/CC6-6ContinuityofCare070718.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/hcsd/documents/ChildCare/policymanual/CC6-6ContinuityofCare070718.pdf
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E501
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E501
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/hcsd/documents/ChildCare/policymanual/CC1-6ChildEligibility070718.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/ecfsd/documents/ChildCare/policymanual/CC1-6ChildEligibility070718.pdf
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assistance and provide the citation for this policy or procedure.  
A parent will be issued an intentional program violation and sanction for any of the following 
intentional program violations: (1) providing false employment information, including 
concealing employment; (2) providing false information regarding wages or other income; (3) 
misrepresenting or failing to disclose household membership; (4) claiming child care 
assistance for care provided by an ineligible provider; (5) misrepresenting the amount of child 
care needed or used; or (6) falsifying sign-in/sign- out records. If a parent or guardian 
receives a second intentional program violation, the department will require the repayment 
of all child care assistance payments related to the violation and the parent will be 
terminated from the Child Care Assistance Program. Intentional program violations and 
sanctions are found in Administrative Rules of Montana, 37.80. 506 and 37.80.507.  

3.4.3 Change reporting during the minimum 12-month eligibility period. 

The Lead Agency must describe the requirements for parents to report changes in circumstances 
during the 12-month eligibility period and describe efforts to ensure that such requirements do 
not place an undue burden on eligible families, which could impact the continuity of care for 
children and stability for families receiving CCDF services (98.21 (e)). 

Note: Responses should exclude reporting requirements for a graduated phase-out, which were 
described in question 3.2.5 b. 

Families are required to report a change to the Lead Agency at any time during the 12-month 
ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŜȄŎŜŜŘǎ ур ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘhe state median income, taking 
into account irregular fluctuations in income (98.21(e)(1)). If the Lead Agency chooses the 
option to terminate assistance, as described in section 3.4.2 of the Plan, they may require 
families to report a non-temporary change in work, training or educational activities (otherwise 
known as a pŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅύΦ 

 Does the Lead Agency require families to report a non-ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ 
eligible activity? 

ἦ No 

Ἠ Yes 

 Any additional reporting requirements during the minimum 12-month eligibility period must 
be limited to items thaǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ όŜΦƎΦΣ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ур ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
ǎǘŀǘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀƴ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ό{aLύύ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻǊ 
pay the child care proǾƛŘŜǊǎ όŜΦƎΦΣ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ 
choice of child care provider). 

Check and describe any additional reporting requirements required by the Lead Agency 
during the minimum 12-month eligibility period. Check all that apply. 

Ἠ  ƛΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ мн-

month period. Describe: During the 12-month period, a parent is required to report an increase 
in income exceeding 85% SMI within 10 calendar days of the change occurring. The increase in 
income will be evaluated.  

http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E506
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E507
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Ἠ  ƛƛΦ /ƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜΥ  
A parent is required to report a change of mailing address, residential address, or phone number 
within 10 calendar days of the change occurring.  

Ἠ  ƛƛƛΦ /ƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΦ 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜΥ A 

parent is required to report a change in child care provider within 1 business day.  

 Any additional reporting requirements that the Lead Agency chooses to require from parents 
during the minimum 12-month eligibility period, shall not require an additional office visit. In 
addition, the Lead Agency must offer a range of notification options to accommodate 
families. How does the Lead Agency allow families to report changes to ensure that reporting 
requirements are not burdensome and to avoid an impact on continued eligibility between 
redeterminations? Check all that apply. 

Ἠ  i. Phone 

Ἠ  ii. Email 

Ἠ  iii. Online forms 

Ἠ  iv. Extended submission hours 

Ἠ  v. Postal mail 

Ἠ  vi. Fax 

Ἠ  vii. In-person submission 

Ἠ  viii. Other. Describe: The parent may report a change in writing and doesn't have to turn in a 

specific form.  

 Families must have the option to voluntarily report changes on an ongoing basis during the 
minimum 12-month eligibility period. 

Lead Agencies are required to act on information reported by the family if it will reduce the 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ Ŏƻ-payment or increase the famƛƭȅΩǎ ǎǳōǎƛŘȅΦ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
acting on infƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǎǳōǎƛŘȅ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŜȄŎŜŜŘǎ ур ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ {aL ŀŦǘŜǊ 
considering irregular fluctuations in income or, at the option of the Lead Agency, the family 
has experienced a non-temporary change in eligible activity. 

8. Describe any other changes that the Lead Agency allows families to report.  
Applicants and recipients of child care assistance may report any change to their circumstance at 
any time during the eligibility period.  

Provide the citation for this policy or procedure. Administrative Rules of Montana, 37.80.203 

3.4.4 Prevent the disruption of employment, education, or job training activities. 

Lead Agencies are required to have procedures and policies in place to ensure that parents 
(especially parents receiving assistance under the TANF program) are not required to unduly 
disrupt their employment, educatioƴΣ ƻǊ Ƨƻō ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 
ƻǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜƴǘƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ 
(658E(c)(2)(N)(ii); 98.21(d)). 

http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E80%2E203
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Examples include developing strategies to inform families and their providers of an upcoming 
redetermination and the information that will be required of the family, pre-populating subsidy 
renewal forms, having parents confirm that the information is accurate, and/or asking only for 
the information necessary to make an eligibility redetermination. In addition, states and 
territories can offer a variety of family-friendly methods for submitting documentation for 
eligibility redetermination that considers the range of needs for families in accessing support 
(e.g., use of languages other than English, access to transportation, accommodation of parents 
working non-traditional hours). 

 LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
(especially parents receiving TANF program funds) do not have their employment, education, 
ƻǊ Ƨƻō ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǳƴŘǳƭȅ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜκǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΩǎ ƻǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
ŜƴǘƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦ /ƘŜŎƪ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇƭȅΦ 

Ἠ  i. Advance notice to parents of pending redetermination 

Ἠ  ii. Advance notice to providers of pending redetermination 

ἦ  iii. Pre-populated subsidy renewal form 

Ἠ iv. Online documentation submission 

ἦ  v. Cross-program redeterminations 

Ἠ  vi. Extended office hours (evenings and/or weekends) 

Ἠ vii. Consultation available via phone 

Ἠ  viii. Other: A parent can fill out and submit an online application at any time. Also, the parent 

can submit documentation through email, fax, by mail, and 24-hour drop boxes at all CCR&R 
agencies.  

4 Ensure Equal Access to Child Care for Low-Income Children 

A core purpose of CCDF is to promote parental choice and to empower working parents to make 
their own decisions regarding the child care services that best suit their familȅΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
have the option to choose from center-based care, family child care, or care provided in the 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƘƻƳŜΦ Lƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
receiving CCDF funding have the opportunity to choose from the full range of eligible child care 
settings and must provide families with equal access to child care that is comparable to that of 
non-CCDF families. Lead Agencies must employ strategies to increase the supply and to improve 
the quality of child care services, especially in underserved areas. In addition to generally 
building the supply of child care for all families, this effort also supports equal access for CCDF 
eligible children to the priced child care market. 

This section addresses strategies that the Lead Agency uses to promote parental choice, ensure 
equal access, and increase the supply of child care. Note: In responding to questions in this 
section, the Office of Child Care (OCC) recognizes that each state/territory identifies and defines 
its own categories and types of care. The OCC does not expect states/territories to change their 
definitions to fit the CCDF-defined categories and types of care. For these questions, provide 
responses that closely match the CCDF categories of care. 
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Note:  When asked for citations, responses can include state statute, regulations, administrative 
rules, policy manuals or policy issuances.  See the Introduction on page 4 for more detail. 

4.1 Maximize Parental Choice and Implement Supply Building Mechanisms 

The parent(s) of each eligible child who receive(s) or is offered financial assistance for child care 
services has the option of either receiving a child care certificate or, if available, enrolling their 
child with a provider that has a grant or contract for providing child care services (658E(c)(2)(A); 
98.30(a)). Even if a parent chooses to enroll their child with a provider who has a grant or 
contract, the parent will select the provider, to the extent practicable. If a parent chooses to use 
a certificate, the Lead Agency shall provide information to the parent on the range of provider 
options, including care by sectarian providers and relatives. Lead Agencies must require 
providers chosen by families to meet health and safety standards and has the option to require 
higher standards of quality. Lead Agencies are reminded that any policies and procedures should 
not restrict parental access to any type of care or provider (e.g. center care, home care, in-home 
care, for-profit provider, non-profit provider, or faith-based provider, etc.) (98.15 (a)(5)). 

4.1.1 Describe the child care certificate, including when it is issued to parents (before or after the 
parent has selected a provider) and what information is included on the certificate (98.16 (q)). 
The lead agency offers a child care certificate through the Best Beginnings Child Care Scholarship to 
parents in the form of an authorization plan. As part of the eligibility process, an authorization of 
services is created. A parent must have a provider selected in order for this authorization of services to 
be created. Once the eligibility worker creates an authorization of services for a child an Authorization 
Plan (certificate) is created and mailed to the parent. The Authorization Plan (certificate) includes the 
following information: Authorization Plan όŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜύ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ CŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎŀǎŜ 
number, Facility information, including Facility unique identification number, name, type, and address, 
Child information, including name and age, for each child in the family authorized for child care, 
Authorization (certificate) Begin and End Date, The payment rate (at the time the certificate was 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘύΣ ¢ƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŎƻǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ 
obligation, and ¢ƘŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ Ǉhone number, and work.  

4.1.2 Identify how the parent is informed that the child care certificate allows the option to choose 
from a variety of child care categories, such as private, not-for-profit, faith-based providers; 
centers; FCC homes; or in-home providers (658E(c)(2)(A)(i); 658P(2); 658Q). Check all that 
apply. 

ἦ a. Certificate provides information about the choice of providers 

Ἠ b. Certificate provides information about the quality of providers 

ἦ c. Certificate is not linked to a specific provider, so parents can choose any 
provider 

Ἠ d. Consumer education materials are provided on choosing child care 

Ἠ e. Referrals provided to child care resource and referral agencies 

Ἠ f. Co-located resource and referral staff in eligibility offices 
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Ἠ g. Verbal communication at the time of the application 

ἦ h. Community outreach, workshops, or other in-person activities 

ἦ i. Other. Describe:  

4.1.3 A core principle of CCDF is that families receiving CCDF-funded child care should have equal 
access to child care that is comparable to that of non-CCDF families (658E(c)(4)(A) and 
98.45(a)).  

 Describe how parents have access to the full range of providers eligible to receive CCDF: 
Families receiving CCDF-funded child care can get a child care referral list from a Child Care Resource 
and Referral (CCR&R) agency for a family, group, or center-based child care provider. Also, a CCR&R 
agency can provide the family receiving CCDF-funded child care can assist the family in answering 
questions using a Family, Friend, or Neighbor (FFN) or Relative Care Exempt (RCE) Provider.   
 

 Describe state data on the extent to which eligible child care providers participate in the 
CCDF system: Sixty-three (63%) of child care providers approved by the Child Care Licensing Program 
serve families receiving CCDF-funded care. This includes all child care provider types.  

 Identify any barriers to provider participation, including barriers related to payment rates 
and practices ς including for family child care and in-home providers - based on provider 
feedback and reports to the Lead Agency: Child care providers identified barriers to participation 
in CCDF-funded child care through feedback in the 2020 Montana Market Rate Survey. The following 
barriers are identified: 1) Low reimbursement rates; 2) Limited child care hours covered by the CCDF-
funded child care; and 3) Post-service reimbursement. Additionally, child care providers indicated the 
following barriers to being a licensed child care provider: 1) Becoming licensed; 2) Ensuring staff meet 
training requirements, and 3) Finding qualified child care staff. 
 

4.1.4 Certify by describing tƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊents have unlimited 
access to their children whenever their children are in the care of a provider who receives 
CCDF funds (658E(c)(2)(B); 98.16(t)). ARM 37.95.115 requires the licensee or registrant to allow 
custodial and non-custodial parental access as well as access by legal guardians (to the facility) at any 
time during which child care services are provided, unless there is a current court order preventing 
parent-child contact. In the Child Care Policy Manual, in Policy Section 1-8 Provider Eligibility, the 
provider must allow unlimited parental access to the parent's children and to the child care facility 
during normal hours of the facility's operation, whenever the children are in the provider's care.  

4.1.5 The Lead Agency must allow for in-ƘƻƳŜ ŎŀǊŜ όƛΦŜΦΣ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƘƻƳŜύ ōǳǘ 
may limit its use (98.16(i)(2)). Will the Lead Agency limit the use of in-home care in any way? 

ἦ No 

Ἠ Yes. If checked, what limits will the Lead Agency set on the use of in-home care? Check all 

that apply. 

ἦ a. Restricted based on the minimum number of children in the care of the 
provider to meet the Fair Labor Standards Act (minimum wage) requirements. 

http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=37%2E95%2E115
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Describe:  

Ἠ b. Restricted based on the provider meeting a minimum age requirement. 
Describe: A Family, Friend, and Neighbor (FFN) or Relative Care Exempt (RCE) provider 
must be at least 18 years old. 

Ἠ c. Restricted based on the hours of care (i.e., certain number of hours, non-
traditional work hours). Describe: The current requirements limit care to care 
provided during non-traditional hours. 

ἦ d. Restricted to care by relatives. (A relative provider must be at least 18 years of 
age based on the definition of eligible child care provider (98.2)). Describe:  

Ἠ e. Restricted to care for children with special needs or a medical condition. 
Describe: The current requirements limit care to care provided for a child with special 
needs or a child with disabilities. 

ἦ f. Restricted to in-home providers that meet additional health and safety  

requirements beyond those required by CCDF. Describe:  
 

Ἠ g. Other. Describe: The current requirements limit care to providers who are providing 
care for teenage parents. 

4.1.6 Child care services available through grants or contracts. 

i. In addition to offering certificates, does the Lead Agency provide child care services 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǎƭƻǘǎ όсру!όōύόмύύΚ bƻǘŜΥ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŜŎƪ άȅŜǎέ ƛŦ 
every provider is simply required to sign an agreement to be paid in the certificate 
program. 

Ἠ 

 

No. If no, skip to 4.1.7 

ἦ 

 

Yes, in some jurisdictions but not statewide. If yes, describe how many jurisdictions 
use grants or contracts for child care slots.  

ἦ 

 

Yes, statewide. If yes, describe: 

  
h. How the Lead Agency ensures that parents who enroll with a provider who 

has a grant or contract have choices when selecting a provider:  
 

  
The entities that receive contracts (e.g., shared services alliances, CCR&R 
agencies, FCC networks, community-based agencies, child care providers) 
and how grants or contracts are promoted by the Lead Agency:  
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How rates for contracted slots are set through grants and contracts and if 
they are viewed by providers as a vehicle for stabilizing payments.  
 

 Will the Lead Agency use grants or contracts for direct child care services to increase the 
supply or quality of specific types of care? 

 ἦ No 

 ἦ Yes. If yes, does the Lead Agency use grants or contracts to increase the supply 
and/or quality of child care programs serving the populations below? Check all that 
apply. 

  

Grants or Contracts are used in Child Care 
Programs that Serve 

To increase the 
supply of care 

To increase the 
quality of care 

i. Children with disabilities ἦ ἦ 

ii. Infants and toddlers ἦ ἦ 

iii. School-age children ἦ ἦ 

iv. Children needing non-traditional hour care ἦ ἦ 

v. Children experiencing homelessness ἦ ἦ 

vi. Children with diverse linguistic or cultural 
backgrounds 

ἦ ἦ 

vii. Children in underserved areas ἦ ἦ 

viii. Children in urban areas ἦ ἦ 

ix. Children in rural areas ἦ ἦ 

x. Other populations, please specify  
 

ἦ ἦ 

 

4.1.7 Lead Agencies must identify shortages in the supply of high-quality child care providers that 
ƳŜŜǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΦ [ƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴȅ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  !ƭǎƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴethod of 
tracking progress to support equal access and parental choice (98.16(x). 

 In child care centers. The Lead Agency tracks program closures and openings through a 
program closure tracking form as well as through the data system Child Care Under the Big 
Sky (CCUBS). The information that is collected includes: Program/Facility Name, License Type, 
City, Closing Date, Closing reason and other identifying information that is useful to identify 
shortages, trends, barriers, and progress. In addition to tracking trends for all licensed child 
care providers, the STARS to Quality program tracks fluctuations of participation in that 
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program. The CCR&R agency refers the parent to community resources that may benefit the 
child and family. The regional CCR&R agencies help with identifying areas where there is a 
shortage of child care providers. 

 In child care homes. The Lead Agency tracks program closures and openings through a 
program closure tracking form as well as through the data system Child Care Under the Big 
Sky (CCUBS). The information that is collected includes: Program/Facility Name, License Type, 
City, Closing Date, Closing reason and other identifying information that is useful to identify 
shortages, trends, barriers, and progress. In addition to tracking trends for all licensed child 
care providers, the STARS to Quality program tracks fluctuations of participation in that 
program. The CCR&R agency refers the parent to community resources that may benefit the 
child and family. The regional CCR&R agencies help with identifying areas where there is a 
shortage of child care providers. 

 Other.  

4.1.8 Lead Agencies are required to develop and implement strategies to increase the supply of and 
improve the quality of child care services (98.16 (x)).  These strategies should address children 
in underserved areas; infants and toddlers; children with disabilities, as defined by the Lead 
Agency; and children who receive care during non-traditional hours.  Identify what method(s) 
is (are) used to increase supply and/or to improve quality for the following populations and 
indicate in the description if a strategy is focused more on building supply or on improving 
quality. 

a. Children in underserved areas. Check and describe all that apply. 

Ἠ i. Targeted Family Child Care Support such as Family Child Care Networks. 
Describe: Montana partnered with the states six CCR&R agencies to establish a 
CCR&R Network. This organization acts as an umbrella group for all six agencies, 
helping them to collaborate and align efforts. Among the ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
for family group homes. The network hosts an annual conference which provides 
family group providers with a chance to receive training and professional 
development, access resources, and network. The network is also in the process of 
hosting shared services, including but not limited to a substitute pool, insurance, and 
accounting services. 

Ἠ ii. Start-up funding. Describe: Montana funds the Provider Financial Assistance 
Program through the regional CCR&R agencies. This program allows child care 
providers to receive one time grant funds up to $3,000 to expand a program, mitigate 
an emergency, or to start a new program.  

ἦ iii. Technical assistance support. Describe:    

ἦ iv. Recruitment of providers. Describe:  

ἦ v. Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3 ). Describe:  
 

Ἠ vi. Support for improving business practices, such as management training, paid 
sick leave, and shared services. Describe Programs that participate in STARS 
receive an assessment using the Program and Business Administration Scales. 
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CCR&R consultants use the results of these assessments to guide their 
training and support of program business practices. :  

ἦ vii. Accreditation supports. Describe:  

ἦ viii. Child care health consultation. Describe:   

ἦ ix. Mental health consultation. Describe:  

ἦ x. Other. Describe:  The CCR&R agency refers parents to community resources that 

may benefit the child and family. The regional CCR&R agencies help with identifying 
areas where there is a shortage of child care providers. The Lead Agency tracks 
program closures and openings through a program closure tracking form as well as 
through the data system Child Care Under the Big Sky (CCUBS). The information that 
is collected includes: Program/Facility Name, License Type, City, Closing Date, Closing 
reason and other identifying information that is useful to identify shortages, trends, 
barriers, and progress. In addition to tracking trends for all licensed child care 
providers, the STARS to Quality program tracks fluctuations of participation in that 
program. The regional CCR&R agencies help with identifying areas where there is a 
shortage of child care providers for children in underserved areas 

Ἠ xi. Targeted Family Child Care Support such as Family Child Care Networks. 
Describe: Montana partnered with the states six CCR&R agencies to establish a 
CCR&R Network. This organization acts as an umbrella group for all six agencies, 
helping them to collaboraǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƛƎƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
for family group homes. The network hosts an annual conference which provides 
family group providers with a chance to receive training and professional 
development, access resources, and network. The network is also in the process of 
hosting shared services, including but not limited to a substitute pool, insurance, and 
accounting services. 

 Infants and toddlers. Check and describe all that apply. 

ἦ i. Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6). Describe:  
Montana funds the Provider Financial Assistance Program through the regional 
CCR&R agencies. This program allows child care providers to receive one time grant 
funds up to $3,000 to expand a program to serve more infants and toddlers 

Ἠ ii. Family Child Care Networks. Describe: Montana partnered with the states six 
CCR&R agencies to establish a CCR&R Network. This organization acts as an umbrella 
group for all six agencies, helping them to collaborate and align efforts. Among the 
ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ is support for family group homes. The network hosts an annual 
conference which provides family group providers with a chance to receive training 
and professional development, access resources, and network. The network is also in 
the process of hosting shared services, including but not limited to a substitute pool, 
insurance, and accounting services 

ἦ iii. Start-up funding. Describe:. 

ἦ iv. Technical assistance support. Describe:  

ἦ v. Recruitment of providers. Describe:  

ἦ vi. Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3). Describe:  
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Ἠ vii. Support for improving business practices, such as management training, paid 
sick leave, and shared services. Describe: Programs that participate in STARS 
receive an assessment using the Program and Business Administration Scales. CCR&R 
consultants use the results of these assessments to guide their training and support 
of program business practices. 

ἦ viii. Accreditation supports. Describe:  

ἦ ix. Child care health consultation. Describe:   

ἦ x. Mental health consultation. Describe:  

Ἠ xi. Other. Describe: The Infant/Toddler workgroup, a workgroup created to support 
infant/toddler initiatives that was formed out of the Best Beginnings Advisory Council 
membership, tracks data specific to infants and toddlers in Montana using multiple 
formats and sources. This data includes: number of programs in STARS to Quality, 
Early Head Start, licensed child care, and the Child and Adult Care Food Program 
(CACFP) serving infants and toddlers; trends in licensed care serving infants and 
toddlers; infant and toddlers receiving child care subsidy, and waitlist data for 
programs serving infants and toddlers. This work group is very active and strives to 
make data-informed decisions in order to better serve this population. The regional 
CCR&R agencies help with identifying areas where there is a shortage of child care 
providers for serving infants and toddlers. 

 Children with disabilities. Check and describe all that apply. 

ἦ i. Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6). Describe:  
 

ἦ ii. Family Child Care Networks. Describe:  

ἦ iii. Start-up funding. Describe:  

ἦ iv. Technical assistance support. Describe:  

ἦ v. Recruitment of providers. Describe:  

Ἠ vi. Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3). Describe:  
Montana has sets an additional 10% on top of the subsidy rate for providers serving 
children with special needs, and 15% additional for children with special needs. 

ἦ vii. Support for improving business practices, such as management training, paid 
sick leave, and shared services. Describe:  

ἦ viii. Accreditation supports. Describe:  

ἦ ix. Child care health consultation. Describe:  

ἦ x. Mental health consultation. Describe:  

Ἠ xi. Other. Describe: ECSB issues funds to child care providers caring for children with 
special needs through the Special Needs Mini Grants program. These are one-time 
funds allocated to allow a provider to make modifications to their program to better 
serve a child with special needs. They are awarded on a per child basis.    



DRAFT MONTANA FY2022-2024 CCDF STATE PLAN FOR PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 

 

98 | P a g e 
 
 

 

 Children who receive care during non-traditional hours. Check and describe all that apply. 

ἦ i. Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6). Describe:  
 

ἦ ii. Family Child Care Networks. Describe:  

ἦ iii. Start-up funding. Describe:  

ἦ iv. Technical assistance support. Describe:  

ἦ v. Recruitment of providers. Describe:    

Ἠ vi. Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3). Describe:  
An additional 10% is added to subsidy payments for children who receive child care 
before 6 am and after 6 pm. 

ἦ vii. Support for improving business practices for providers, such as management 
training, and shared services. Describe:  

ἦ viii. Accreditation supports. Describe:  

ἦ ix. Child Care health consultation. Describe:  

ἦ x. Mental health consultation. Describe:  

ἦ xi. Other. Describe:  

 Other. Check and describe all that apply. 

ἦ i. Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6).  
Describe:  

ἦ ii. Family Child Care Networks. Describe:  

ἦ iii. Start-up funding. Describe:  

ἦ iv. Technical assistance support. Describe:  

ἦ v. Recruitment of providers. Describe:  

ἦ vi. Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3). Describe:  
 

ἦ vii. Support for improving business practices, such as management training, paid 
sick leave, and shared services. Describe:  

ἦ viii. Accreditation supports. Describe:  

ἦ ix. Child Care health consultation. Describe:  

ἦ x. Mental health consultation. Describe:  

ἦ xi. Other. Describe:  
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4.1.9 Lead Agencies must prioritize investments for increasing access to high-quality child care and 
development services for children of families in areas that have significant concentrations of 
poverty and unemployment and do not currently have sufficient numbers of such programs  
(658 E(c)(2)(M); 98.16 (x);98.46(b)). 

 How does the Lead Agency define areas with significant concentrations of poverty and 
unemployment? The Lead Agency defines areas with significant concentrations of poverty 
and unemployment based on various data and resources within local, regional, and state 
areas. The following resources are used:           

¶ Census data - The Census and Economic Information Center provides current, 
easily accessible, and thorough economic and demographic analysis, maps, 
data, and expert assistance to meet the needs and requests of Montanans. 
Information regarding demographics, economics, education, energy, housing, 
and boundaries which also includes the American Community Survey is accessed 
through this agency.                                                 

¶ Montana Kids Count - Montana KIDS COUNT is the leading resource for data on 
child and family wellbeing in the state. They are a member of the national KIDS 
COUNT Network, and is housed in the Montana Budget and Policy Center. They 
are a non-profit, non-partisan organization that compiles data from public 
sources and publishes it online and in the Montana KIDS COUNT Data Book. 
Montana Kids Count also shares current, comprehensive data on child and 
family wellbeing in each of Montana's 56 counties. The data addresses six 
domains: demographics, health, education, family and community, economic 
wellbeing, and safety and risk behaviors.                                                                                                    

¶ CCR&R Agencies - Each regional CCR&R agency submits a detail quarterly report 
to the Lead Agency. The report, among other data points, includes information 
on the caseloads of eligibility specialists. Eligibility specialist's caseloads are 
capped at 125 cases at one time and includes TANF cases. The number of TANF 
cases open or increasing can be an indication of a significant concentration of 
poverty in that region. The quarterly report also indicates the number of 
referrals for families experiencing homelessness in a region as reported through 
eligibility determination. If this number increases it can be an indication of a rise 
in families experiencing homelessness in a particular region which could indicate 
a myriad of other social determinates including a significant concentration of 
poverty and unemployment.               

¶ Child Care Aware of America® - Child Care Aware® of America works with more 
than 400 state and local Child Care Resource and Referral agencies nationwide. 
Its vision is that every family in the United States has access to a high quality, 
affordable child care system. The child care system supports children's growth, 
development and educational advancement and creates positive economic 
impact for families and communities. The organization's mission is to advance a 
child care system that effectively serves all children and families. This work is 
strengthened by a national network of Child Care Resource and Referral agencies 
and diverse members and partners. To achieve this mission, the organization 
leads projects that increase the quality and availability of child care, undertakes 
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research, and advocates child care policies that positively impact the lives of 
children and families.              

¶ NACCRAware - The Lead Agency uses NAACRAware which generates child care 
referrals and reports, and manages provider, client, and community and group 
data. NACCRAware collects referral data which includes whether a family 
receives any type of financial assistance such as WIC, subsidy, TANF, other types 
of assistance that may not be directly related to finances, geographic area, and 
transportation needs. This information can be used to analyze significant areas 
of poverty, unemployment, and child care deserts.  

b. Describe how the Lead Agency prioritizes increasing access to high-quality child care and 
development services for children of families in areas that have significant concentrations of 
poverty and unemployment and that do not have access to high-quality programs.  

All programs that participate in STARS to Quality must serve a percentage of 

children   with high needs based on their STAR level. 

4.2 Assess Market Rates and Analyze the Cost of Child Care  

Key principles of the CCDF are to:  (1) provide equal access to child care for children receiving 
child care assistance; and (2) ensure parental choice by offering a full range of child care 
services.  Payment rates that are too low to support equal access undermine these principles.  
To establish subsidy payment rates that ensure equal access, Lead Agencies collect and analyze 
data through a number of tools. Lead Agencies have the option to conduct a statistically valid 
and reliable (1) market rate survey (MRS) reflecting variations in the price to parents of child 
care services by geographic area, type of provider, and age of child or (2) an ACF  
pre-approved alternative methodology, such as a cost estimation model (658E(c)(4)(B)). A cost 
estimation model estimates the cost of care by incorporating both data and assumptions to 
judge what expected costs would be incurred by child care providers and parents under 
different scenarios. Another approach would be a cost study that collects cost data at the facility 
or program level to measure the costs (or inputs used) to deliver child care services (CCDF-ACF-
PI-2018-01).   

Regardless of whether Lead Agencies conduct a market rate survey or an alternative 
methodology, they are required to analyze the cost of providing child services, known as the 
narrow cost analysis, that meet basic health, safety, quality and staffing requirements (base 
level care) (98.45(b)(3), (f)(1)(ii)(A), and (f)(2)(ii)), and higher-quality care at each level of quality, 
as defined by the Lead Agency (98.45(b)(4), (f)(1)(ii)(B), and (f)(2)(iii)). The analysis must identify 
the gaps between the cost of care and subsidy levels adopted by the state and then be 
considered as part of the rate setting process. 

Note: Any Lead Agency considering using an alternative methodology, instead of a market rate 
survey, is required to submit a description of its proposed approach to its ACF Regional Child 
Care Program Office for pre-approval in advance of the Plan submittal (see 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/ccdf-acf-pi-2016-08) . Advance approval is not required 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/ccdf-acf-pi-2016-08
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if the Lead Agency plans to implement both a market rate survey and an alternative 
methodology. In its request for ACF pre-approval, a Lead Agency must: 

¶ Provide an ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ όŜΦƎΦΣ Ŏƻǎǘ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƻŘŜƭΣ 
cost study/survey, etc.), including a description of data sources.  

¶ Describe what information the Lead Agency will obtain from an alternative methodology 
that could not be obtained from the required narrow cost analysis. 

¶ Describe how the Lead Agency will consult with the State Early Childhood Advisory Council 
or similar coordinating body, local child care program administrators, local child care 
resource and referral agencies, organizations representing child care caregivers, teachers 
and directors, and other appropriate entities prior to conducting the identified alternative 
methodology.  

¶ Describe how the alternative methodology will use methods that are statistically valid and 
reliable and will yield accurate results. For example, if using a survey, describe how the Lead 
Agency will ensure a representative sample and promote an adequate response rate. If 
using a cost estimation model, describe how the Lead Agency will validate the assumptions 
in the model.  

¶ If the proposed alternative methodology includes an analysis of costs (e.g., cost estimation 
model or cost study/survey), describe how the alternative methodology will account for key 
factors that impact the cost of providing care, such as: staff salaries and benefits, training 
and professional development, curricula and supplies, group size and ratios, enrollment 
levels, licensing requirements, quality level, facility size, and other factors.  

¶ Describe how the alternative methodology will provide complete information that captures 
the universe of providers in the child care market.  

¶ Describe how the alternative methodology will reflect variations by provider type, age of 
children, geographic location, and quality.  

¶ Describe how the alternative methodology will use current data.  

¶ What metrics the Lead Agency will use to set rates based on the alternative methodology. 

¶ Describe the estimated reporting burden and cost to conduct the approach.  
 

A Market Rate Survey (MRS) or an ACF pre-approved alternative methodology must be 
developed and conducted no earlier than 2 years before the date of submission of the Plan 
(658E(c)(4)(B)(i) (98.45 (c)). Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Lead Agencies may request a waiver 
for up to one additional year (until July 1, 2022) to complete the required MRS or an ACF pre-
approved alternative methodology. Lead Agencies may also request the required Narrow Cost 
Analysis be waived for one year (until July 1, 2022). These waiver requests must include a 
justification linked to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

4.2.1 Completion of the MRS or ACF pre-approved alternative methodology. 

Did the state/territory conduct a statistically valid and reliable MRS or ACF pre-approved 
alternative methodology? 
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Ἠ 

 
Yes. If yes, please identify the methodology(ies) used below to assess child care 
prices and/or costs. 

 Ἠ 

 

a. MRS. When was your data gathered (provide a date range, for 
instance, September ς December, 2019)? May ς August, 2020 

   ἦ b. ACF pre-approved alternative methodology. Identify the date of the 
ACF approval and describe the methodology:  

ἦ 

 
No, a waiver is being requested in Appendix A.  

 a. tƭŜŀǎŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅόƛŜǎύ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ 
prices and/or costs.  

 Ἠ i. Mw{Φ LŦ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 
implementation of the MRS. Montana contracted with Montana 
State University to conduct the 2020 Market Rate Survey. The 
report was completed in the Spring of 2021. Following the findings 
of the report, new provider rates were put into effect in June of 
2021. These new rates were set at the 75th percentile as 
established in the 2020 MRS. 

 ἦ ii. ACF pre-approved alternative methodology. If checked, describe 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻf the ACF pre-
approved alternative methodology, including if applicable, the date 
of the ACF approval and a description of the methodology:  

 
b. If a waiver is requested, Lead Agencies will need to respond to questions 4.2.2- 

4.5.2 based on data collected for the FY 2019-2021 CCDF Plan.  Identify the date 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΩ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ aŀǊƪŜǘ wŀǘŜ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƻǊ !/C ǇǊŜ-
approved alternative methodology that will provide data to inform responses to 
questions 4.2.2ς4.5.2.   

4.2.2 Prior to developing and conducting the MRS, or conducting the ACF pre-approved alternative 
methodology, the Lead Agency is required to consult with (1) the State Advisory Council or 
similar coordinating body, local child care program administrators, local child care resource 
and referral agencies, and other appropriate entities, and (2) organizations representing 
caregivers, teachers, and directors (98.45 (e)). Local child care program administrators may 
also be good informants to Lead Agencies on narrow cost analyses.  

Describe how the Lead Agency consulted with the: 

 State Advisory Council or similar coordinating body:  

b. Local child care program administrators:  
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c. Local child care resource and referral agencies:  

d. Organizations representing caregivers, teachers, and directors:  

e. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

4.2.3 ACF has established a set of benchmarks, largely based on research, to identify the 
components of a valid and reliable market rate survey (81 FR, p. 67509).   To be considered 
valid and reliable a Market Rate Survey or alternative methodology meets the following: 

o represents the child care market  
o provides complete and current data  
o uses rigorous data collection procedures  
o reflects geographic variations  
o analyzes data in a manner that captures other relevant differences  

An MRS can use administrative data, such as child care resource and referral data, if it is 
representative of the market.  

a. Describe how each of the benchmarks are met in either the MRS or ACF pre-approved 
alternative methodology.  

i. Represent the child care market: Montana contracted with Montana State University 
(MSU) to conduct the Market Rate Survey. They issued a survey to all licensed child care 
providers across the state. These surveys were issued in both paper and electronic form. 
a{¦ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ //wϧwǎ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ-up with providers who had not responded to 
ensure they could receive responses from providers across the state.  

ii. Provide complete and current data: The survey collected price data within a four-
month time period. The survey used both data collected directly from providers 
themselves as well as data collected from the states child care subsidy system (CCUBS). 

iii. Use rigorous data collection procedures: MSU employed survey data collection 
through both physical and electronic surveys. Collection of providers unique license 
number ensured duplicate responses were not counted.  

iv. Reflect geographic variations: Surveys were ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ aƻƴǘŀƴŀΩǎ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ 
geography ensuring that both rural and urban population price data were received. 

v. Analyze data in a manner that captures other relevant differences: Price data was 
collected by program size to capture the difference in price by a given setting, e.g. family 
group home versus a center. 

b. Given the impact of COVID-19 on the child care market, do you think that the data you 
gathered (as indicated in 4.2.1) on the prices or costs of child care adequately reflect the 
child care market as you submit this plan? 

ἦNo 

ἨYes. If yes, why do you think the data represents the child care market?  The Market Rate 

Survey did not greatly vary from what ECSB had expected to see in updated rates. The pandemic did 
not appear to have a statistically significant affect. However, ECSB believes that the full effect of the 
pandemic might not be felt for years to come.  
 




















































































































































































































































































