
              
  

       
       

     
 

   
     

   
  

     
    

 
  

     
     

   
         

     
    

 
  

    
    

     
    

  
   

   
   

    
     

    
      

    
  
    
   
   

     
     

  
   

 
    

     
      

 
 

      

  

 

DepartmentofPublicHealthandHumanServices 
Early Childhood Services and Family Support Division 

Child Care Bureau / Child Care Licensing 

Floor Plan / Square Footage Report 
Registered and Licensed Child Care Providers 

EXPLANATIONS OF CALCULATION OF SQUARE FOOTAGE 
Licensing regulations require a facility to have 35 square feet of usable indoor space and 75 square feet of usable 
outdoor space per child. 
To determine how many children your facility can be licensed/registered for, the spaces where children will play and 
engage in activities must be measured. The number of children allowed is based on these measurements. 

37.96.407 INDOOR SPACE REQUIREMENTS… 
(1) All licensed and registered child care providers, except RCE providers, must ensure there is at least 35 square feet 

of usable floor space per child who will be in a room at any one time. A provider may request a waiver from this 
rule with an alternate plan, such as when limited indoor space is offset by sheltered outdoor space. 

(2) Calculation of the required minimum 35 square feet of space per child must exclude food preparation areas of the 
kitchen, bathrooms, toilets, offices, staff rooms, corridors, hallways, closets, lockers, laundry areas, furnace rooms, 
cabinets, shelving, and other storage spaces. 

37.96.408 OUTDOOR SPACE REQUIREMENTS… 
(1) Outdoor play space must contain a minimum of 75 square feet of usable space per child accessing the play space at 

any given time. A provider may request a waiver from this rule if a facility does not have enough outdoor play 
space to accommodate all enrolled children at one time with an alternate plan such as: 
(a) offsetting limited outdoor space with indoor space not included in indoor space calculations, such as a gym, 

permitting an equivalent activity program; or 
(b) offsetting limited outdoor or unfenced space with the availability or use of a nearby school playground, parks, 

or other safe outdoor play areas. 
*Square footage measurements will be verified during a facility inspection 

CALCULATING SQUARE FOOTAGE 

Please measure the usable space in your facility.  Below you will find some measurement guidelines. 
The form below allows you to enter the length and width of each room and will calculate the square footage for you. 

1. Measure the length and width of the room. 
2. Multiply the length by the width of the room.  (Length x Width) 

MEASUREMENT GUIDELINES 

1. To determine the square footage of areas that are not shaped like a square. 
a. Break the area into smaller sections 
b. Measure the length and width of each section 
c. multiply each section 
d. and then add all the sections together. 

2. If the area is shaped like a triangle multiply the length and width of the room by .5 (Length x Width x .5) 
3. Areas that CAN NOT be included in calculations are: 

a. Bathrooms, Hallways, Kitchens 
b. Non-usable space which includes furniture such as bookshelves, entertainment centers, coffee tables 

and end tables. 
4. Areas that CAN be included in calculations are: 

a. Dining areas, as children use this space for purposes of eating and table activities. 
b. Usable space, which includes furniture such as chairs, couches, beds that can be used by children 

during daily activities. 
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FLOOR PLAN EXAMPLE 

Using the diagram examples above and the space below, please 
complete the following regarding your facility: 

• Draw a floor plan 
• Describe the usable space 
• State the dimensions of each room, used for childcare. 

Need more clarifications? 
• See page 1 of the Floor Plan / Square Footage Report for 

more detailed instructions. 
• In the examples above the dark shaded areas represent 

countable space 

Space Requirements 
• Indoor Space: 35sq ft per child  
• Outdoor Space: 75sq ft per child 

FACILITY FLOOR PLAN 
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_____________  ____________ 

______________ __________ 

SQUARE FOOTAGE REPORT 
(usable child care space ONLY) 

Facility Name: __________________________________________________________ Provider ID: _______________ 

Facility Address: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Director: ___________________________________ Phone Number: ____________ Date Measured: __________ 

INDOOR SPACE – SQUARE FOOTAGE 

Area 1 (_______________): ________________ X ________________ = _________________ ÷ 35 = (_____________) 
Name of Indoor Room Width of Room Length of Room Square Footage of Room Number of Children 

Area 2 (_______________): ________________ X ________________ = _________________ ÷ 35 = (_____________) 
Name of Indoor Room Width of Room Length of Room Square Footage of Room Number of Children 

Area 3 (_______________): ________________ X ________________ = _________________ ÷ 35 = (_____________) 
Name of Indoor Room Width of Room Length of Room Square Footage of Room Number of Children 

Area 4 (_______________): ________________ X ________________ = _________________ ÷ 35 = (_____________) 
Name of Indoor Room Width of Room Length of Room Square Footage of Room Number of Children 

Area 5 (_______________): ________________ X ________________ = _________________ ÷ 35 = (_____________) 
Name of Indoor Room Width of Room Length of Room Square Footage of Room Number of Children 

Area 6 (_______________): ________________ X ________________ = _________________ ÷ 35 = (_____________) 
Name of Indoor Room Width of Room Length of Room Square Footage of Room Number of Children 

TOTAL SQUARE FOOTAGE _______________ ÷ 35 = (_____________) 
*Add Square Footage from each room together Square Footage of Room Number of Children 

OUTDOOR SPACE – SQUARE FOOTAGE 

Area 1 (_______________): ________________ X ________________ = _________________ ÷ 75 = (_____________) 
Name of Width of Length of Square Footage Number 

Outdoor Play Area Outdoor Play Area Outdoor Play Area of Outdoor Play Area of Children 

Area 2 (_______________): ________________ X ________________ = _________________ ÷ 75 = (_____________) 
Name of Width of Length of Square Footage Number 

Outdoor Play Area Outdoor Play Area Outdoor Play Area of Outdoor Play Area of Children 

TOTAL SQUARE FOOTAGE _______________ ÷ 75 = (_____________) 
*Add Square Footage from Square Footage of Number 

each room together Outdoor Play Area of Children 

TO BE COMPLETED BY CHILD CARE LICENSING 

TOTAL INDOOR 

__________________________  ÷ 35 = ____________________ 

TOTAL OUTDOOR 

__________________________ ÷ 75 = ___________________ 

☐ Register ☐ License 

Children Overlap 

Licensor Date 
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