
MEASLES TIMELINE

days
7-21 14 0

day

incubation period

-4 -3 -2 -1 1 2 3 4

infectious period

high fever
cough
red, watery eyes
runny nose (coryza)
koplik spots (inside 
mouth)

Maculopapular 
rash that spreads 

from head 
downwards to 

toes

symptoms appear

Travel outside of Montana or the U.S.?
 
Visitors from outside of Montana or the U.S.?
 
Contact to anyone with measles?

WHAT IS THE EXPOSURE?

BUILD A TIMELINE
DETERMINE WHERE AND WHEN THE SUSPECT 
PATIENT WAS DURING INFECTIOUS PERIOD
 
Use a calendar
 
If case is confirmed, will need a detailed list of all 
places and times visiting each place
 
Information will be used in public health messaging to 
inform the public who may have been exposed

WHAT IS THE IMMUNE STATUS?

Vaccinated with MMR? Get date(s)
 
Born before 1957?

ASK QUESTIONS ASSESS FOR RISKS

Determine if any household contacts are not up to date 
for measles containing vaccine (MMR)
 
Check for sensitive occupation (e.g. healthcare)

Guidance for local public health investigation

averagerange

days
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