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Figure 1. The number of new cancer cases and the age-adjusted cancer inci-
dence rate in Montana are lower than expected  in 2020 based on trends 
across the previous 10 years. 
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MCTR did experience delays in receiving reports for cases 
diagnosed in 2020 compared to previous years. If there 
had not been an interruption to reporting we would expect 
to have 90% of cases diagnosed in 2020 by November 30 
of 2021. However, we had only received 81.7% of expected 
cases for 2020 by then. Estimated completeness for 2020 
didn’t exceed 90% until the end of April 2022. However, 
reporting delays do not fully explain the lower case count 
for 2020. As of September 2022, all large hospitals in 
Montana report being finished with abstracting cases 
diagnosed in 2020 and MCTR has received fewer than 50 
reports for cases diagnosed in 2020 since July 2022. 

Patterns in case counts and pathology reports by month of 
diagnosis match known interruptions in healthcare 
utilization due to the pandemic (Figure 2). During March, 
April, and May of 2020 Montana had a stay-at-home order 
in place. These same months saw the largest decrease in 
new cancer cases being diagnosed and in pathology lab 
reports compared to the previous 5 years on average. 
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Figure 3. Female breast cancer, lung cancer, and melanoma had the largest drop in number of cases in 2020 com-
pared to the previous 5 year average 
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