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SEATBELT USE IN MONTANA 

Motor vehicle crashes (MVCs) kill nearly 200 Montanans every year 
and send thousands to the hospital with injuries.1 Of the 2,015 
Montanans killed in MVCs from 2011-2020 50% were not wearing 
seatbelts.2 According the National Highway Safety Administration 
(NHTSA): 

“Buckling up helps keep you safe and secure inside your vehicle, 
whereas not buckling up can result in being totally ejected from the 

vehicle in a crash, which is almost always deadly3.” 

Montana Department of Transportation reports that out of 73 fatalities 
due to ejection in 2020, 67 were unrestrained (92%).2 

75.2% of Montana adults self-reported that they always wear a 
seatbelt in the 2020 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance Survey4 and the 
2022 Billings Area Indian Health Service observational seatbelt survey 
reported that 60.2% of drivers and 50.3% of passengers buckled up.5 
For comparison, NHTSA reported that the national seat belt use rate in 
2020 was 90.3%.3 

Adopting a primary seatbelt law will reduce motor vehicle deaths and 
injuries by 7-8%6 and help Montana to reach its goal of 12 deaths per 
100,000 people as compared to 17 per 100,000 now.7 For comparison, 
the national MVC mortality rate is currently 12 per 100,000 people.10 
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Medical cost* savings associated 
with increased seatbelt usage 

• Montana has had a secondary 
seatbelt law since 1987 and is 
currently one of 15 states without a 
primary law 

• Primary enforcement seatbelt laws 
permit law enforcement officers to 
stop and cite a violator independent 
of any other traffic violation 

• Upgrading to a primary law is 
expected to increase seatbelt use by 
about 10 percentage point8,9 

• In Montana, a 10-percentage point 
increase in seatbelt use could save 
over $4.2 million in lifetime medical 
costs* annually by preventing 
deaths, hospitalizations, and ED 
visits over one year. State 
government insurance payers 
(Medicaid, Worker Compensation) 
could save over $1.1 million 
annually 

*Lifetime medical cost estimates the cost of 
medical treatment rendered over initial and 
follow-up healthcare visits. It does NOT include 
additional economic costs such as lost 
productivity, workplace losses, court and legal 
costs, insurance administration costs, emergency 
services, property damage, and lost quality of life 
valuations 
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