
 

State of Montana Air Medical Transport Destination Guidelines 

 

 
Airway 

Uncontrollable? 

Transport to the 

nearest hospital 

EMS Witnessed 

Traumatic Arrest? 
Finger thoracotomy or 

chest tube performed? 

Patient still in 

cardiac arrest? 

Transport to 

nearest Trauma 

level 1, II or III 

facility  

Physiological Parameters: 

- Hemodynamic compromise  
1) Hypotension (for age) 
2) Absent Peripheral Pulses 

- Respiratory compromise (RR < 10 or > 30) 
- Altered Mental Status (GCS < 13, AVPU = P or U) 

Anatomical Injuries? 
- Penetrating injury to head, neck, torso or groin 
- Extremity injuries - Any of the following:  
  1) Total or Partial Amputation above digits 
  2) Use of Tourniquet  
  3) Absence of Distal Pulses 
- Paralysis or suspected spinal injury 
- Two or more long bone fractures 
- Open or suspected depressed skull fracture 
- Unstable pelvis or suspected pelvic fracture 

Transport to nearest 

Trauma I, II or III level 

facility  

Isolated neurological 

injury?  
Is transport time <60 

minutes?  

Transport to nearest 

Trauma I or II facility  

Isolated burn injury with no 

associated trauma? 
Is transport time <60 

minutes?  

High Risk Trauma Patient? 
- Age < 5 or > 55 years 
- Anticoagulation and Bleeding Disorders 
- Pregnancy > 20 weeks 

Transport to nearest 

Trauma I, II, III, or IV 

level facility  

Transport to closest hospital 

with burn specific care  

No 
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No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes Yes 

Yes 

Transport to 

nearest Trauma 

level I, II or III 

facility  

No 


